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It wiU matter very little to the reader of these pages what were 
the mativca wbidi induced the writer to undertake a voyage to Natal. 
Perhaps be was agent for some embryo land company ; perhaps he 
nonrished hopes of some colonial appointment ; he may have been tlie 
bearer of a private despatcli from Lord Grey to the King iif the 
ZoIdb, or of a commercial missive from Messrs. Silver & Co. to their 
correspondents in D'Urban ; he may have sought to recruit his health 
or relax his mind ; pleasure or profit may have been the object of hia 
voyage ; to make money, to save it, or to spend it ; or hia ehitracter 
may have resembled that -which I once heard a lady, learned in the 
science of gmpho-phrenology, ascribe to a, certain stylo of hand- 
writing — that of one who would like to breokfest in England, lunch at 
the Cape, and dine at New Zealand. Whatever mystery there be the 
reader will donbtless solve after hia own fashion, as -we jog on to- 
gether ( perhaps there is no great secret in it after all. Thus much I 
may as well confess, since it forms one of my claims on his attention, 
and may add some weight to my opinions on debated snlijects i that 
1 have been long a traveller and a colonist ; that I have farmed imd 
Inrabered in New Brunswick, and traversed Canada from east to 
; that 1 have been in nearly all the United Statea, and 



ij * PRBFACE. , • 

familiar with the Ohio and MisfliBsippl as with thi Thames anft Seiife, 
and that tde promotion of emigration having always been with me m 
favourite pursnit, I have made it my business to embrace every oppor- 
tunity of collecting authentic information about thoee colonies which 
I had not visited in person^ 

I will add, that beyond the possession of some forty aeres of wast« 
land, which are probably of little or no value, I have not the slightest 
interest in the country about which I am going to write, and I am 
equally ignorant of any cause which should prejudice me against it. 
My only wish is to convey a correct impression of a land to which so 
many of our poor countrymen are looking veith anxious and too often 
delusive hopes ; and to prevent, as far as I can, the bitter disappoint- 
ment, not to say despair, consequent on the failmre of so important a 
step as that of emigration. If at the same time I can while away an 
otherwise listless hour for those to whom the subject is not of the 
same interest, and thus attract the attention of a single person whose 
power and influence might aid his will in promoting the welfare of 
his fellow-creatures, I shall not have written in vain. 
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IIHE DORP AND THE VELD. 



CHAPTER I. 



Ml 



about midnight, on the 22n(l of June, 1850, that, after a 
Lg dinner with some friends at the Pier Hotel, and a acntimental 
Btroll in the lloshervillo Gardens, I found mjself on hoard the haiqne 
" Globe," Al, 310 tons or thereabout (I like to be particular), Captain 
Liddell, Commander, bound for Port Natal. She waa weighing 
anobor, and there was the usual amount of shouting and swearing, of 
lato arrivals and tender fareweUs, of broken hearta and missing 
li^ggage, while high above the din rose the cheering choros of the 
sailors, as the; heated at the capstan : — 

•"Tiatime fOimc. 'lia timi fOryDii, 



TiflliraofQiiiHtogo." 

By the second morning the pilot had left us, we had rounded Beachey 
Head, and were running down Channel with a fresh north-easterly 
breeze. 

Ours was not an emigrant ship, properly bo called, and wc were 
therefore free from the distomfort of crowded decka, as weU as ft^m 
the evils tlmt attend the diyision of authority between the captain 
and ■urgeon in these vesaelB ; indeed, there wbb no regnlar surgeao. 






board ; no steerage paaaengei's, and the " intcrmcdiatea " 1 
run of the poop, sad mixed with the occupiers of the higher- 
priced cnbins wilhont restraint. They were not nbore twenty i 
nnmber, consisting chiefly of small tradesmen, taking out a little 
money, and, with few exceptions, a stock of very useless goods. Tlere 
was a church-warden who delighted in abusing pai'aona, and a 
very small insignificant-looking chartiat, who, on the strength of 
a pair of bnshy whiskers, tried to look stem, and talked aboat 
" physical force " and the convincing power of cold steel. B 
whate^■er their age, or eallitig, or previous habits, or to whatever 
employment they might look forward on their arrival in the land of 
promise, not one of them was without a gon. Such a collection of 
fire-Bmas I had never seen before, — singles and doubles, smooth bores, 
two-grooved, and poly-grooved, of oil sizes and qualitieB, from the pea- 
Tifle to the mongter elephant-gun carrying four to the pound — from 
Hie costly and highly-finished Lancaster to the cheap liirminghan 
^tols, revolving nud not revolving ; all these, and many more, we 
■there to bo found. The very ladies carried light fowling-pieces, and 
the caboose was continually beset by bullet-casters, to the great dis- 
comfiture of the good-natured blaek who presided there. As many 
of them had never handled a piece before, some of their manipula- 
tions were amusingly eceentrie; but when they began actually to 
load and fire " for practice," as they said, I trembled with appreben 
Bion, and the captain, sympathising with me on account of his spars 
and rigging, put a hasty stop to the exhibition. I need scareely say 
that not more than two or three of these men, since they landed in 
the colony, have ever hod occasion to take gun or pistol in hand, 
unless to ofier them for sale. Spite of these, however, and some other 
instances of partial insanity, they were, altogether, a pleasant hearty 
lot of fellows, and I have seldom seen so few of these petty jealoa 
and quarrels, that convert a ship into a Pandemonium, as among the 
passengers of the good barque Olobe. 

A voyage, unlesa it bo varied by mutiny or ahipwrceki is always 
a monotonous ai&ir, and as ours was happily not relieved by any 
such exciting incident, I will spare the reader the infliction of a S( 



^^M WHICH COURSE TO STEER. 

log. "We were nearly forty days reaching the Line, heinj harasaed, 
after losing the N.E. tradca, by an obatioflte wind from S.S.W., wliich 
lasted a full fortnight— not an uncommon occurrence. The S.E. 
trades were more favourable, carrying ua down to latitude 20° Houth, 
and bringing ua close alongside of the Island of Trinidad, a solitary 
rock in the South Atlantic Ocean, partly covered with wood, and said 
to be inhabited by pigs. 

We were off the Capo of Good Hopo on the Ist of September, and 
thesameeveningwesaw the light on Cape Agulhas, tho soutbemmost 
point of Africa, distant about eighteen miles. The strong south-west 
current, which always seta down the Mozambique Channel and round 
the southern coast, renders the navigation between the Cape and 
Natal very tedious and uncertain, and there is great difierence of 
opinion as to the best course to be steered. Some keep far away to 
southward and eastward, on the outer edge of the current, while 
others prefer the inner course, between it and tlie show. We chose 
the latter, passing in sight of Algoa Bay, tho mouths of tho Keia- 
tainma, Great Fish, and Buffalo Rivers, and of tlie fires which were 
burning along the whole length of coast. Nor was our captain far 
out in his calculations, for on the 7th of September we were abreast 
of our port, which wc had passed in a gale of wind the day before, 
after a voyage of 76 days ; thus accomplishing the distance from the 
Cape in six, — a far shorter time than i.s usually required by the regular 
coasters. I afl^rwards ascertoinod that all the shortest passages 
between the Cape and Natal had been made by ships pursuing this 
course, and am inclined to think it generally the best, though in the 
summer, when the south-east winds prevail, it may be sometimes 
advisable to give the land s wider berth. 

The ontside and inside of a harbour ore not quite the some thing, 
OB many have found to their cost, since the Grecian fleet was wind- 
bound oS AuUs, and the blasts that came down from the Strymon 

BpaTAB&fiiu, vcBrrt koI rtitriiirvr ipiiGcii 

their anchorage anything but secure. Off Natal it is not an 
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qiring tiilc« and a fair wind to enable bcr to crosa the bar ; and the 
roadstcitd outkiilo, tbciuglv lolcrnblj safe, is by no moans a oamforbible 
place in a aevcrc gale, Tbu fate of the Minen-a, a fine 1400 ton ship, 
wbicb dragged her anchors and was driven osborc on the bluff, abcmt 
two months belbrc our arrival, h a sad proof of iJiis, She went to 
pieces in a few hours with all her cargo on board ; and, though no 
lives were lost, yet more than a hundred emigrants wore landed in a 
state of utter destitulion. 
As we drew near the shore, sail aftor soil appeared in view, till 
V6 oouuted BIX or seven vessels ; some were on the point of departure, 
but the greater number anxiouslj waiting for the pilot. Be the spring- 
tides were DOW nt their height, and to-morrow entrance might be 
impracticable. The pilot himself, however, seemed to care very little 
about it, or perhaps he did not like the idea of one escaping the usual 
ordeal, for as ho approached our ship he song out to let go the 

I anchors, and appeared quite taken aback when ive refused to comply 
with his request. We had made up our minds to be inside the har- 
bour that evening ; accordingly we tacked up and down till the tide 
served, and then, coming gracefall^ round, took the load, and stood 
is for the shoro. As we approach the streak of foam which marks the 
line of the bar there nie not many words spoken, and a shade of 
anxiety may be detected on several countenances; not that there is 
any ground for fear, but wo draw eloven feet and a half of water, and 
we wish to do the thing welL Another moment, and we are upon it. 
One slight shock, wliich is nevertheless felt throughout the ship, and 
we are in still water;— the first English ship that has entered the 
harbour without dropping anchor ! Three cheers for the Globe ! 
If wo had been disappointed by the rugged sipect of the coast in 
the various glimpses we had obtained of it during the course uf the 
last few days — and they certainly had not been encouraging, wo were 
amply recompensed by the glorious view which burst upon us as we 
emerged from the narrow channel into the open bay. Surrounded by 
wooded heights, forming a mass of luxuriant foliage, broken by patches 
of the low white buildings which form the village of D'Urban, with a 
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background of bore moantain in tho distance, and tlio deep bine 
cloudless sky oyer all, the bay of Natal is indeed a lovely spot, liardly 
needing llie immediate contrast which, it preaentB to tho wide expanse 
of ocean, to enhance ita beautica in the eyes of the newly-airiTed 
visitor. The custom-house, a substantial atone edifice, with a slate 
roof, is the most prominent object in lie scene ; it stands on the 
beach, just at the termination of tho bush and the commencement of 
the spit of sand which nins out to the bar, and of which the bar is, in 
fact, a, part. Here all seemed life and animation ; gay partiea on 
horseback, among whom we could detect more than one riding-habit, 
crowded tjD the edge of the water, wliile every boat in the place 
appeared to lie afloat, and filled with eager faces. "We hod aeaicely 
taken up our posititm, and laid hold of A&ican soil, ere we were 
boarded by a motley crew of agents, store-keepers, custora-houso 
officers, and a fair proportion of a claaa known in America aa 
" loafers," and by Bailors universally aa land-sharks. There are 
plenty of such cattle in all colonies, and 1 mean no oflence to the good 
folk of D'Urban in saying that they are not esom]it from the pest. 
All were of course eager for news, and for some time there was n 
perfect torrent of question and answer, interrupted only by exclama- 
tions of surprise, or satisfaction or displeasure, as the contents of our 
budget chanced to affect the listencra. Newspapers were at a pre- 
mium, and the bearers of private letters were important personages. 
The approach of night at length put an end to the tumult, and n 
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manr a beactifbl rOIa. bat a: pmmt mlmort impenrioas to tlw white 
nun, the faTonrite abode of niakn and leoparda, and not nnfreqiientlj 
Tinted by herds of wandering elephants. It was Snndar, and the 
gay plumage of the hdr port of the popolation, while it ahowed that 
eren here fashion had her Totaries, fanned an odd contrast with the 
diakr, though not ungracefal limbs of the naked Kaffirs, whom we 
vet at eTery torn, and whose appearance, after all, was moat in 
keeping with the tout ensemble of the scene. The dress of the men 
generally was not ont of character, though ercry now and then the 
absurd custom of black coat and cylinder hat, under a burning sun, 
reminded one strongly of the self-imposed tortures of the Hindoos, 
and argued little for the common sense of the wearers. 

As I was walking up the sandy street in company with two <^ 
three fellow-passengers, all of us, I have no doubt, loddng the 
'< freshman" to perfection, a little incident occurred which, if only for 
its rarity, is worth recording. Passing one of the eccentric iron 
buildings which I have noticed, and which must be familiar to the 
London reader, we were politely accosted by the proprietor, and after 
a short conversation, invited to enter his store. It was roomy, well 
Tcntilated, and much cooler than I could have supposed, and filled 
with a large assortment of ironmongery. He told us that he had 
erected it himself, and that though prices were continually fluctu- 
ating, owing to the large stocks brought out by successive emigrants, 
which arc often sold at great loss for ready cash, he was still doing a 
Tery fair business. While we were talking, a bottle of champagne 
was quietly uncorked, and, as if it had been a matter of course, glasses 
were handed round, and we were heartily welcomed to NataL A 
kind offer of assistance or advice in case of need was not wanting, and 
we continued our walk, considerably pleased with our first reception. 

There are two inns in D'Urban, where the fare and accommoda- 
tion are very passable, and where the traveller might be sufficiently 
comfortable (colonially speaking) but for the constant and excessive 
consumption of strong liquors prevailing there. Sitting in the public 
room, it is often difficult to avoid a row ; a stand-up fight is an every 
day occurroncOf and the horrors of deUrmm tremens a fkequent exhi- 
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n at these placea. "Woe to the unlucky emigrant who, on his first 
arriTa!, with money in his pocket and little power of self-control, falls 
tunoDg the set that congregate tliere! His career will be short, and 
its end may be easily foretold. The charge at these inns is five shil- 
lings por day, the principal profits arising ft-om the sale of heer, wine, 
and spirits. An excellent boarding-house has since been established 
by Mrs. Rusaell, one of the sufferers in the wreck of the Minerva, 
whicli is frequented by the principal merchants, and is entirely free 
from the evil alluded to ; and others, I belieye, of an humbler class, 
are now to be found ; but the inns sadly need reformation — they are, 
in fitct, little better than canteens. "We took luncheon, however, or 
tiffin, as it is called in Africa, at one of them ; and as it waa our first 
meal ashore, were little disposed to find fault, though the absence of 
anything like fruit waa a soro disappointment. After all we hod 
heard and road (how it had made our moutlis water in the tropics !) 
about the rapid growth and easy cultivation of pine apples, oranges, 
and all kinds of thirst-quelling productions, to find that except in the 
gardens of one or two of the principal people, froit was an entire 
myth, just as much as the golden apples of the Hesperides, or those 
which gemmed the trees in Alladin's cave! What a falling ofl' was 
here ! We consoled ourselves as well as we might, with a glass of 
very tolerable poulac, and after perambulating the town till its novelty 
had well nigh worn off, returned by the bush road to the ship — where, 
ihrongh the captain's kindness, two or three of us still retained onr 
cabins — very little enlightened by our day's quest. 

I had seen quite enough, however, to determine me on proceeding 
at once to Maritzburg ; and, one of the most agreeable of my fellow- 
passengers being of the same mind, we resolved, withont loss of time, 
to hire a wagon in which we might transport thither ourselves and 
onr effects. This proved a more difficult task than we had imagined, 
and in the prosecution of it we were passed on from house to house, 
after a kind of " send the fool forward" fashion, which was anything 
bnt satisfactory. One wagon was just let, another was at the farm, 
the oxen were astray, or ill, or otherwise employed. For further 
information wa were always referred to the markct-^!acc,'wtic'D.,BSyit 
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hitants of D'Urban, has always been a fitvourite project with thoso 
who have the interest of the place at heart. I believe that an engineer 
was employed to survey the ground, and that he reported favourably ; 
indeed, I rather think the work was actually commenced, hut from 
want of fiwds waa abandoned before much progress had been made. 
This is a matter bo intimately connected witli the health of the town, 
that nothing short of the absolute impracticability of the wheme 
should interfere with its immediate completion, and I have little 
doubt that the necessity will soon become so urgent as to ensure this 

Another plague peculiar to the environs of the bay, the cauae of 
which is unknown but may probably be referred to the last mentioned 
deficiency, is the Natal sore, a very painM boil which makes its 
appearance on the arms and legs of new-comers, often defying all 
attempts to cure or to reduce it. Few on their first arrival escape this 
disorder, and even old colouists are not exempt from its atlacks. 
They are generally succeBsive, one sore appearing as the olher dies 
away; and this SDroctimes continues for many months. All kinds of 
infallible nostrums are in request both among the Dutch and English, 
and all are equally useless j the test being a moderate hut not too low 
diet, adhesive plaster, frequent bathing, and patience. Tiie vulgar 
error, of course, prevails, that they are " a healthy Bign." They nro 
unknown at Maritzburg j nor have I ever seen or heard of them in 
any other part of the country; but I have frequently known a single 
day's sojourn at the Bay produce them in numbers. 

The Dutchmen, whose habits are chiefly pastoral, hold the place 
in utter aversion, and send their oxen thither, oven for a few hours, 
with great reluctance. One of them, in conversing with me on the 
snbject, summed up its merits in a few words: — "I don't like the 
place," said he, "more ticks than grass." 

In spite of all these drawbacks the town increases, and shows 
many signs of prosperity. Large stores arc erected, a public Uhrary 
lias been cstahliahed, a municipality talked about, and the good people 
hint at the removal of the seat of government to their town from 
fieter Maritzburg. Hut there is httle chance of 8achs.aoNCU,\.Wav^ 
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t «i II iiiiiiriii|iIiitiHl by the authorities, and it were a thousand pities 
tti.ii ii r\ii- «liouliL Ah Unv^ n8 emigration continues, the port derives 
I III tiui^i iiiiiiuHliuto Umefit from the inflow of capital and enterprise, 
Ii l.ii^i pioimition of which is necessarily arrested in its further 
lii.i^u.ii, uiiil ili\erte<l into channels which all circulate within its 
liiuii . , whilr the inland town nM^uires the support of a government 
III III I ait anil rnetmmge un agricultural populatioui on whom its 
w rliutt , ,iiul. iiuUrd, that of the whole colony, must ultimately depend, 
I.I n.i\ iidthing of the necessity of a central position from which all 
|iai( . Ill i\w eountry may be commanded, in case of internal distnrb- 
uiii i' or toivign invasion. 

Ihi- vommeree of D'Urban is not yet in a sufficiently settled state 
til iUivivo more tlian a passing notice; indeed, without exports, it 
i-iiu haiiUy be said to exist. The rapid succession of inmiigrants, and 
lilt' luubiitmnt abundance of ready money, have given an extra 
btiuiulus to tnide, wliich, for some time, assumed the appearance of 
lull lilijw iL (»rosperity. Persons of sanguine temperament saw in this 
piiiiuiitui iloN flopuient the immediate promise of a golden harvest, 
atiil r^pii-ulutum run riot, though not to the alarming extent that has 
.iIm*i\.i luvii'ilcd a commercial crisis elsewhere. As, however, none 
III ilii- uuitu';^ ivmaiuH in the colony, but, after a brief circulation, 
u iiu u 1, iliumgh the hands of the merchants, either to the Cape or to 
t III luiiilu-i ciiuiitiy, it is evident that this prosperity must be not only 
ii.uiuui ami I'uUumouH, but injurious to the best interests of the 
■ . ul. I > ami iliut whenever the tide of emigration shall cease to flow 
a .,1. a I a mi mil I ill ruin uml bankruptcy must be the result. Already 
.i.,,ik III lu .lalulily luivu appeared ; one or two houses have failed, and 
.1 1 iif,. (mils III tlu> uuavluiutH of D'Urban have adopted the ominous 
.. ukiiiiu 111 allow tug (tuly two months' credit to their customers, 
M Ui, i( III iiU I ilm iiUHiuviniience it occasions to the farmer in the 
ii.i. 1 1,1 . w III II- i (i^U U rulH^d with difficulty, is in itself an admission 
. I !(. Ill . , WW- i^iouuiU iUi which their business has been heretofore 
.1 '. ii I ■ til 

I :« .u> I K-^, tUi^t ^^\U> \HHnipleH a very undue proportion of the popu- 
.. x >. \y u. ^^ \ vsui^vv^l ^\\\\ Mifor and more useful pursuits ; whether 
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this is owing to a disinLbnation to hard mamml labour — natnral in a 
warm elimnte, or to the previouB hnbita of the class from whieh the 
emigTants have chitfly been aclected, is not easy to define i but one 
great reason ta the abMird praetiee which prevails, and which, from 
interested motives, is too often recommended to intending emigKUlta, 
— I moan that of taking out cargoes of goods lar beyond thoie needed 
for their own nae, with the idea of increasing their little capital by 
their immediate sale at a considerable profit. I need scarcely say that 
their expectations are seldom, if ever, realiiwd. There is a glut of such 
imports in the market; and the emigrant, findinghis supposed treasure 
little more than an incumbrance, is driven to the altemativB of either 
selling off at once, at a vciy great sacrifice, or of aettingup a store, and 
entering into a ruinous competition with the already estabhshcd trades- 
man, withont even the prospect of success to justify the ondertaking. 
The reader will conceive the folly of this practice when I mention 
that I have seen drills, scarifiers, and other costly implements totally 
unauited to a new soil, lying on the beach where they have been 
landed, the owners being unwilling to incur the expense or trouble of 
ramoving them, and that I have known some of Ransorae's best 
ploughs sold for £2. Guns and riftca may generally be bought far 
cheaper than in England. One of our passengers had brought out a 
Scotch cart, which he told me had cost him £33, before it arrived in 
Natal, and ho was glad to part with it at a much less price, for 
though handy things on a farm, they are not suitable for long jour- 
neys, and do not supersede the necessity of buying a wagon. 

But next to the absence of exjmrts, the greatest drag to the com- 
merce of Natal is its intimate connection with, and almost entire 
dependence on the old colony, resulting partly from its geographical 
position and the want of moans to oatabliiih other relations ; but more 
eipeoially from the fact of tho original settlement of the country 
having proceeded thence. 

To the simple Dutch farmers. Cape Town was the ne plus allra of 
civilization and relinemenC, the fountain of neaJth and commercial 
enterprise. To them it was in the fullest sense the Metropolis, for, 
of their own mother country they knew little and cared less ; and 



I 



it vtta bound to tbcm by stiU closer dcB. Manj of them ooold 
number among their relations one, at Icmt, of the Cape mercbantli 
and, with a people so clanDiak ia their habite, it was a matter of 

coorse that the very few wants, incidental to their primitive style of 
living, should be supplied fi^jm that qnartcr. As the settlement 
increased, some of the Cupo hoUieB found it worth while to ibim 
branch cstablishmenta in the new colony, which, uniting a large tiads 
in ivory and other native produce to their own ostensible buaiiieB^ 
became floarishin^ concerns. 

On the abandonment of the country by the Boers many of theae 
merchants still remained, and on the arrival of the English colomstC' 
held the trade in their own bonds, while the advantages of an organ- 
ized system, and of long experience, enabled tbcm for some time toi 
dely competition, But the Eaglish colonist, however humble, was 
for too knowing to give his ready money far tlie slop goods which 
had satisfied his Duleh prodeceaaors, and for which they had willingly 
exchanged the produce of their iorms, or the spuUs of their skill and 
daring in the chose ; nor did it need any great sagacity to discorcr' 
that the nnloading and unahipping of English goods at the Cape, tha 
double payment of port dues and customs, and the udditional delay 
in the transit of perishable materials from the place of their mannfec- 
ture to that of their sale, eould have but one result: the Nafal pur- 
chaser was supplied with an inferior article, the refuae, perhaps, of 
the Cape market, at a higher price than it would have cost him to 
obtain goods of hrst-rate quahty &om England, were a direct com- 
munication established. To the attainment of this very desirable end 
the inability to provide a return cargo for ships unloading at the 
port of Natal has hitherto proved an onsurmoun table obstacle ; and 
English merchants are thus driven into the Capo trade, which, with, 
its manifest disadvantages, flouriahea gi'catly, and employa a con- 
siderable number of coaaters — not the least proaperoua adventurers in 
that part of the world. A regular steamer, r unn ing between Natal 
and the Capo, in immediate connection with the Screw Steam Ship 
Company'a line, would remove this drawback, and efiect a rapid and 
complete revolution in the commerce of D'Urban. 
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A WET daj", Dot B. Scotch mist, bat a steady hard drenching rain, 
put travelling oat of the question, and kept us close prisoners in the 
hoteL As the roads are generally nothing hut wagon-tracks, more cr 
less worn according to the traffic Dpon them, a few hours' rain makes 
them so eUppery that the oxen can with difficulty keep their footing 
even on plain ground, while the bill sides are perfectly impassable. 
The Tetatning sunshine, however, quickly dries them again, and as 
they are never traversed when in a soft state they are little cut up by 
wheels, and a muddy road with deep ruts, such as one meets with in 
dear damp England, is unknown in Natal. 

The follo^^g morning was bright, cloudless, and not without a 
trace of yesterday's storm. Soon after breakfast the loud smack of 
the whip announced a wag:on, and presently the long hne of oxen 
passed slowly by, and the huge tent-covered vehicle stood before the 
door. I looked in vain for the Dutch driver whom I hod seen on the 
previous day, but, being told that it.wos " all right," was preparing to 
load, when a second wagon rolled up, on the coor kid of which I at 

once recognized onr man. It appeared that L , to make assm^uce 

doubly sure, had hired two wagons iniitcad of one, and the embarras 
de rieheuea was like to prove as great on annoyance as the dearth 
we hod experienced before, when he luckily stumbled on the fact that 
one of the wagoners had only been engaged conditionally, and that as 
the contract hod not been ratified in a second interview it was null 
and void. The rejected, who was an Englishman of very nnprepos- 

htg countenance, waa by no means satisSed with our decision, 
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Di>d talked tiliutcriiiglf about the tcrrnra of ihe Inw; but, finding ^ 
bis threats ineffeotual, be departed with the vague woniiii^ that w 
hnd not secu the end of il. Mcauwliilc ire were busilj omployed in 
Bloiving away our luggngc, a process which requires aame skill, ai 
which three or funr Kafirs rather interrupted than foru-nrded, though 
they did tlicir beat, and livnrkcd willingly enough. 

At lengith all vaa ready, and at the word " trek" the oxen moT 

slowly off over the Bandy plain. L and I walked on a-head, ai 

were soon ascending the steep side of the Berco, our road bordered 
on either hand by the ca^or-oil plant, whicli grows liere in profusion. 
There was not much appearance of fine tiraher, but the underwood 
was matted together into a kind of net-work, and eeeroed quite int^ 
penetrable, save where some shrubs, or broken branches marked the 
path which the elephant had forced throug'b the tangled thicket 
From the summit the riew was exquisite : thcquoiiit irregalar town; 
the smooth bay, with its miniature islands ; the varinua vessels riding 
at anchor, umongBt which our graceiii! barque, wilh her lofty whitS' 
tapering spars, was easily recognised ; the bold outline of the blu^ 
with the signal-post on its crest, and the breakers dashing at its feet; 
and the calm though treacherous ocean, glowing like liquid fire in 
the noonday sun ; so beautiful did the whole appear that all the 
defects we had discovered in the plain vanished for the moment from 
OUT recollection, and it was with lively admiratiou, not unmixed with 
regret, that we turned our backs upon the scene and continued our- 
journey. 

Beyond the Beroa the eonntry was rather more free, though still 
bushy and broken into a snccession of hill and dab. About five 
miles out of D'Urban, our driver called a bait, and having " out- 
spanned," or ireed the oxen from the yoke, suflcring them to graeo 
at liberty, proceeded to kindle a fire, and prepare the noonday meal. 
Slices of beef were spitted on a long stick, wliich was then stuck into 
the ground so as to hang over the fire. Tiio meat thus broiled, with 
a loaf of bread and a cup of excellent coffee, formed a sumptuou 
repast, to which a pipe supplied the never-failing desserL After 
about an hour's rest we resumed our journey, the country becoming 
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less and leas bushy, till not a ahml) was Tiaible, and asBuniing a 
inoiiQtaiaoua and rugged appearance. 

At the foortEEnth mile we passed GBrman Town, the site of Mr. 
Bergtheil's German settlement for the cultivutiou of cotton. Some 

pods which we esamiaed were prononnced by L- ■, who is a judge, 

to contain good samples, bat the season of harvest was long past, 
and we were told that for want of labourers to plack it a great 
quantity of the cotton had bocn suffered to decay upon the ground- 

The next halt was at Murray's, the farm of an intelligent emi- 
grant, with a good deal of the Taotee spirit of euterprize in his 
composition, who has perhaps accomplished more than any other 
settler in the colony. His solitary house baa now beeome the nucleus 
of a thriving circle of fai-ms, and a village baa sprung into existence, 
called, after the Lieu tenant-Governor, Pine Town, which promises to 
be one of the most important in the district. Here we took our evening 
meal, and, climbing the steep ascent of Cowie's Hill, from whose 
summit we caught the last glinipsc of the sea, continued our trek 
beneath a clear soft moon, to Botha's, the halfway-house between 
D'Urban and Maritsiburg, where we rested for the tiight. Finding 
the little inn, liowovor, already occupied by a noisy party, we 
declined the offer of accommodation, and retiring to our wagon we 
nestled in among the luggage, and slept the wholesome sleep that 
exercise alone can produce. 

There was little variety in our next day's route. The road was 
still hilly, the scenery still wild, and of that character which gene- 
rally denotes the intersection of stratified formations by the primaeval 
rock. Considerable improvements have been made at different parts 
of the road ; some hills have been avoided by a li^tonr, while in others 
cuttings have been made, and trenches dug to carry off the violence 
of the summer floods. Eight miles beyond Botha's is Sterk Spruit, a 
shallow brooklet, whose steep and broken hanks showed plainly that 
at times it was transformed into a roaring torrent. Here is another 
way-side inn, which wo passed unvisited, preferring our al fresco 
I meal under the shadow of the wagon to its questionable advuntagee. 
; our next outspann we overtook W , a fellow -passenger, 
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who had gtnrtcd from DtJrbaii two Aajs before at with a wagon knd 
the Scotch cnrt already mentioned, and had met with a complete 
chapter of accidents. His oxen, a pair which he bod pnrehased tt I 
the haj, had refiised to draw, and the Koflts whom be li 
either could not or wonld not drive. One whole ipan 1 
away the previous evening, and not being able to r 
he bad been obliged to leave his cart on the road, 
companied by his wife, who was rather cast down b 
miaing commencement, ihongh she could not fail to be cheered by 
the indomitable plack ^th which her huaband encountered all ha 
difficalties, shewing that he at least was well fitted for the task htt 
had undertaken. On this plain, which was greener than any wa 
had yet seen, we ohsened several paamct, or wild turkeys, and 
endeavoured by stalking to get a shot, bnt, the graas being Bhin 
there was no cover, and the birds were wiU, and would not snffiir i 
to approach them. 

Towards evening, onr route became less hilly, and enlivened l 
clumps of the Afiican thorn, or mimosa, which gradually spread ovt 
the whole plain. 

This tract is called, after one of the original Dutch settlers, " Uytf 
dooms," * and here is the last honso on the road before arriving at 
Mariliburg, from which it is about eight miles distant. We ont- 
spanucd for the nigbt among the bushes, and, though sleeping o: 
ground, were tormented by none of the insects with which AMca is 

In the cool of the morning, L and I had & refreshing bath ti 

brook hard by, which, like most of the streams at this season, n 
very low, though by no means dried up. The reader may form sio: 
idea^of the rapidity with which those rivulets swell and subside, when 
I inform him that on one occasion a friend of mine, having crossed this 
very brook without diffleulty, the water being scarcely up to his 
horse's knees, was surpiised to find that only a few hours before K 
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private of the Cape Mounted Biflea had boon swept away with his 
horso by the yiolence of the flood. 

The remainder of our road waa good, aii3 comparatively level ; bat 
OB our driver took advantage of this to urge forward tlie osen at a 
brisk trot, the jolting, which at all timea is suflciently violent, was 
tremendoQs — even worae than on the rougher parts of the road. The 
heat, too, waa intense, and the aspect of the soil around, from which 
the last year'a grass had been lately burned, arid and desert-like. 

I may here remark that the first impressions of the traveller in 
Natal depend entirely upon the season of his arrival, the face of the 
country changing, after the summer rains, &om fresh green to withered 
brown or coal-black. Hence arise the contradictory accounts which 
have reached England, the authors representing either appearance as 
a permanent feature of the country in pi'oportion as their own ideas 
have been coloui'ed by the realization or disappointment of their hopes, 
too often, it is to be feared, with the interested view of producing a 
particular effect on the minda of intending emigrants. 

Ojir first view of Maritzburg acarcely tended to raise our spirits, or 
appeared to justify the enthusiasm with which it waa regarded by our 
driver, whoae fatlier, Maritz, had been one of its founders. It is 
situated on a bull, or hurap of land, rising out of a natural basin, 
and SDi'rounded by hills, which, to the west and north-weat, stand in 
high ridges, and whose bare, black sides, unrelieved to our eyca by a 
dngle tree, formed a dreary boundary to tlie scene. The " Little 
Bushman's Biver," a third-rate stream, almost encircles the town, and 
is spanned at the entrance on the ll'Urban road by a wooden bridge. 
Crossing this, and passing alongside of the turf wall that fences the 
thinly-tenanted oeraetory, in which an obeliek now marks the grave 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, Martin "West, we found ourselves at tliu 
outakirts of the town, where, aa it was Sunday, and high noon, we 
made our final ontspan, Maiitz having kindly allowed us to leave our 
"notions" in the wagon, till we had decided on a place of ii'sidence. 

Throughout the journey, we had received more than ordinary 
^^vility and attention from our Dutch driver, almost amounting to 
EgK^tiality, though, hke moat of his countjynicn, he waa rather tacitun^ 
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than communicative, and was not without his prejudices. His ruling 
passion seemed to be a hatred of the Kafirs, which was not to bewcm- 
dered at, seeing that his father had been killed by them, and that 
there was scarcely one of his kindred who could not trace some ine- 
parable injury or loss to their agency. 

We found the inn crowded with loungers, and, though with rather 
more pretension, not less objectionable than those at DlJrban, and 
congratulated ourselves upon the foresight which had prevented us 
from unloading there, and saved us the trouble of a second removaL 
After dinner, we strolled about the town, which, on a closer inspec- 
tion, revealed an interior far different from that which its distant view 
had led us to anticipate. Not that there was anything imposing, or 
grand, or even beautiful, in any of its features, nor that it contained 
any strange or foreign objects, which would strike the eye, or command 
attention. There were wanting even the irregularity of outline and 
variety of execution which formed one of the chief attractions of 
D*Urban. Its streets were really at right angles, its simple white- 
washed houses exhibited few architectural vagaries, nor was there 
much taste or elegance displayed in their construction or adornment. 
The Colonial Offices, the Court-House, Gaol, and Dutch Church, were 
plain, unpretending edifices; and the two-storied house of Mr. 
Zietsman, with its corniced roof and balustrade, the most oflten- 
tatious building in the town, had quite a solitary and discon- 
tented look by the side of its humble neighbours. Neatness was 
perhaps the prevailing characteristic ; and yet we could not fail at 
once to observe that the selection of the spot and the original design 
had been the work of no mean 'prentices of their craft, and that 
it was something more than a mere inland village which they con- 
templated. 

The abundance of water, which, flowing on either side of the 
streets, not only supplies the ordinary wants of the inhabitants, but 
enables them to irrigate their gardens with the fertilizing stream, — 
the large market square which the hopeful eye might easily picture 
thronged with a busy and industrious population, and teeming with 
the produce of well-cultivated fiEirms. The happy slop^ of the ground, 
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by which drainage is facilitated and healtli sceured — the commanding 
position uf the camp which overlooks the whole extent of the plain, 
form a combiaatiDn of advantagea not always to be found in large and 
populous cities, and we eould not hut coufeBs that should the colony 
increase in prosperity and importance even so as to equal tbc e:!pec- 
tations of its most ardent adnm'era, Pieter Maritzburg was in no re- 
spect unworthy to be its capitaL 

Apart from thtse practical considerations there were not wanting 
efibrts of taste and refinement just sufficient to show how great in 
this respect also were its capahiHties for improvement. Here and 
there green hedges of quina or pomegranate inclosed the nicely-kept 
garden; verandahs, around whose posts were trained beautiful and 
luxuriant creepers, relieved the luiiformitj of white walli roses 
abounded, and the -wecpiug-willow hud been planted by the side of 
the little vhols, or water-courses, and fiouriahed amazingly, as did 
the eeriiiyebBotn or lilac-tree. One or two specimens of tbe blue 
gum, planted four years before, had already attained a great height, 
and there appeared no reason why many foreign trees should not 
succeed equally as well. Were the experiment of planting tried on 
a large scale, and should it prove successftU, I know of no greater 
boon that could be conferred on the tow:i or its inhabitants. A want 
of shade is at present one of its chief natural deficiencies,— no slight 
one beneath the rage of an almost tropical sun. This want supplied, 
the now open and bare-looking markot-place surrounded with u cool 
andahady promenade, the entrances to the town and some of the sti'eetH 
planted in avenues, and each erf contributing its quota of varied 
foliage, Maritzburg would be one of the prettiest and most delight- 
ful, as well as one of the best situated and planned of colonial cities. 
There is about thc,whoie place, too, an air of tranquil repose, we.l 
suited to tho centre of an essentially pastoral district, and vividly 
recalling the primitive habits of its original famihes. The Dntch 
element has not yet, as in D'Urban, been quite extinguished by its 
more active and powerful rival, and I confess that greatly as I admire 
that restless energy which marks the progress of English trade and 
cnlerprize, 1 shall be almost sorry in see it£ final triiuuph here. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Tbrbe are tintea when a sense ot lonelineM, not easily aoooimtod 
I fcr or dispelled, will creep oTcr the moat nasoned minda. Snch a 
I ibeling was upon me when, after porting with regret from my friendly 
I mnd ogreeuble fellow-traveller, whose business led him in a different 
' direction, I atartod to deliver a letter of introduction, of which I wai 
the bearer, to Mr. Henderson, one of tlie chief merchnnts of the place. 
I need scarcely sny how all my apprehensions gare way before a 
frank and hearty reception. Now all difBcoltiea vanished, and every- 
thing assumed a cheery and hopeftil aspect. Under Mr. Henderson's 
guidance I was soon comlbrtnbly settled in a newly established 
boarding-liouse with all my tmps about me, and was deep in the 
mysteries of unpacking'. I had taken the precaution of having all 
f my boxes lined witli tin and Boldcrcd, and had the satisfiiction of 
I finding bits, Btirnii>s, and gmis in untarnialied brigbtncHs. Here I 
I had ample time to consider my fnture movements, being laid up with 
[ one of the painliil sores which I mentioned in a, former chapter, and 
f Utialilc oven to put my foot to the ground. In this interval I made 
f tUD or two pleasant acfjnniatsnees, and was duly instructed in the 
I iwaip of tho place till I became quite ou coiirant dea affaires, and 
I mmiT of the discoveries I thus made were confimied by after ei- 
I |w>ri*liPO 1 may as woU take this opportunity of imparting them to 

1 Immdforietyin Marit^burg partaking more than usually of that 
MMMliHt* lOiararter which it so frequently assumes in colonial towns 
I wv>t) 4M In many roinote places where the finer materials for its 
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orgnnization are deficient. In such confined circles those who, faute 
de mieiLT, hold the highest places arc too apt to be ovcr-jealoua of 
their tenure not to be incessantly haunted by the fear of comproraiB- 
ing their position in the smalleBt degree. They regard all new 
comers with an eye of suspicion, and ore very strict in requiring 
vonchers for admittance into their coterie. To a certain extent these 
precautions are not only excusable, but really necessary. Amatig 
the higher classes emigration, with its novelty and ita daring and 
adventurous character, has lost also its prestige. It ha,a become 
popnlar and vulgar ; it has dwindled from a national eiitei-prize to a 
mercantile speculation. Instead of a noble profession, full of great 
aims and important duties, and oSciing perhaps the widest scope of 
any for the profitable exercise of yonthfid energy and talent, it has 
too often been regarded as the last resource for the bankrupt in for- 
tune, character, and reputation, or as an escape-valve to those imdis- 
cijilined spirits, which, boiling under the restraints of an artificial 
state of society, are in constant danger of breaking out into open 
mutiny. To snch as those the coloniea offer a ready asylum, while 
those who, with Pisistratus Caxton, make emigration the object of 
their early and deliberate choice, are comparatively so few that there 
is a positive prejudice, not altogether without reason, against gentle- 
men emigraota. 

But if, on the score of moral propriety, a certain degree of esclu- 
tivenesB is thus rendered indispensable, cxclusiveness of caste is alto- 
gether without justification. The very essence of colonial prosperity 
is unity of purpose and of action, and this can never be obtained 
while social diBtinctions, with all their array of uiternal warlai'e, are 
allowed to prevail. The Phoeteans left their native country " omnii 
execrata ciritas," bound by one oatli, stimulated by one common 
desirB, or they would never have founded an important pro\Tnce in 
the heart of Gaul. It was a band of brothers who landed in New 
England and sowed tlie seeds of a mighty nation in the barren soil 
of MassochuBseta. " Libert^, Egalite, Fraternity," those terms so 

£iiiaused at home, have, or ought to have, a real and useful 
g in a swull comnmnily, which cannot afford to split into 
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different classes, each set against the other, and where the arena is 
so confined that the contrast is not, as in the mother country, one of 
masses, but of individuals, and is consequently more bitter in its 
nature, and more injurious in its results. 

But the greatest argument against these distinctions is the diffi- 
culty, not to say the impossibility, of maintaining a high standard 
for the first, or exclusive class, for want, as I before observed, of 
sufficient material for its formation. The small circle of government 
officials is scarcely sufficient of itself to constitute a class, and with 
the exception of these a new colony is composed almost entirely of 
working men, tradesmen, farmers, and labourers. There are no men 
of leisure ; literature and the fine arts have neither scope nor oppor- 
tunity for their development ; time and means are wanting for the 
cultivation of the elegancies and refinements of domestic or social 
life. 

The attempt, therefore, to establish an aristocratical pre-eminence 
is at once vain and absurd, and only ends in fostering that worst of 
dynasties, a plutocracy. As the colony g^ws and streng^ens, and 
ripens into a nation, the various elements of its society will gradually 
fall into their natural order ; the ornamental parts in all their grace- 
fulness will then appear like tracery, adding beauty and lightness to 
a building already firm and solid, and combining to form " one har- 
monious whole." 

The peculiar position of Maritzburg, that of an English town* 
rising out of the ruins of a Dutch dorp or village, tends to make 
the evils to which I have alluded more apparent. The obstacles to a 
cordial intercourse naturally arising firom difierence of language and 
national customs, are here heightened by the irritation unavoidably 
created in the minds of the losing party against those who have 
superseded them, and still further by the distrust which our subse- 
quent treatment of them has unfortunately occasioned. So strong is 
this feeling, that to many it appears quite unsurmountable, and cer- 
tainly the task of conciliating a Dutchman is generally attended with 
such difficulty, that even the kindest and best-intentioned English- 
men have abandoned it in despair. Still, much might be done 
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towards Eo desirable itn end, if thMC who m* ■ 

Ixuguagf, and from long Kajdtncc ia the mImij, &^b a 

course with the Dalch in the wmj of b 

having formed cannectioD* a 

between them and their o' 

to bring ihcm together. Aa il is, Ih^ hat he^ to vidca Uw hnadk 

Espousing with great «eliH 

have been enlisted, they a 

keeping olive the flames of discsri. TltOK micri, aad they an mat 

a few, who &om convietioa or aaMEtatiaa ada|< die caaae of lfe« 

Butch, go beyond them in the noJcMcr and alwmiililj of ifceir pte- 

judices, and in their coDten^ and j«ali—jr id y-*gl*«fc iaiiMiw 

The effect of all this is ta eaoamofe a pMCty ^aiit, whick woold 

otherwise have died away, but whitii «r£U now andmia wIuIb a angfe 

Dutchman remains in the ealtmj. Osr toUe ikni* was cAea the 

scene of dispntes on this eternal t^i^fsX, aiding, ■■ tmA d&«{ialc« 

invariably do, in every one's retaiidiig lus nftBiim and lonig bw 

temper. 

As an instance of the Eslaa idcaa tliat have tfaa* faund tketr -mw^ 
into circolation, I may mentioa thai the word " engraBt" had falkn 
quite into discredit, and had >»—"»" afanort a tera of KfnMah. 
Having a habit of calling penoos and things by tlMtr E^ht naaif . 
and being ignorant of this particular prejsdite, I waa anflxtiBi&U 
enough to give great oflence to ■ lady tA my acqnaiittaMe by the 
casnal application of the proscribed word. Tie toss of the bead, and 
the tone in which " Emigrant, indeed V wsa ntttnd. were a biftory 
in themselves, and not without a moraL 

Oar simple predecessor tittle underatood these dialinctiniH, nor 
were they adepts at such ingenious devices for «elf-deception or tcLf- 
aggrandiztment ; yet those who know Maritxburg during their occu- 
pation, say that in that quiet little republic there was more inter- 
change of hospitality, more irf those reunrima which promote harmony 
and good feeling, nay, more gaiety than, with all the fciat of a 
t and a Governor, is to be founil among the {msent inha- 
ot that there are wanting Bmiable and ogrecahie perHUis, 
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^H ar plfMiit ^— ^r*. ImI t^t tluj- bck tbc bond wtiicli should unite 

^H Hmm. aod ■■« ^mUb «■ BO-oyiU. Miker (or unnaement or for num 

^V ]nti&Bl and wiAd f if iim ■ Uakrtamtely, too, the LientenuU- 

^V O n r ninr. Tffcirrr^r* — J — ^ ■"^'■■'■'y '— ""■■■^'■'■■"■^"7F™"*"T 

ynmhr iMiig all daan, ti m j«t ■■iiiiiml. and ia thns preveoted 

ftwM IbIIt exertiBg the i aBM c e W pow t inta on the society of the 

Um. For thu evil, howenr, w« maj alsajB hope a remedy, 

Maritiharg bring Ij no acaiw dotttnte of female attTartions, as her 

Higwtj'a gyOaat oKem, wrmtl of wh<mi have here m« their fate. 



The leatiKd |arfi—iiiwii da Bot as yet o<?cnpy a Tery importaat 
place. The Chinch haa mneh to aootrad with, ihe field bein^ jvc- 
ooevpied by diateotiiig roissioaariw ; bat it haa some eoTDest snp- 
ptsters. and a mlnoi minist^ in the persoit of my excellent friend, 
the Rev. J. Gnett. Dinne serrice is for the present performed in 
the GoTtmtncnt Bcbool-^rmm. bat a new church is to be erected as 
soon as Bafficient funds have been obtained. The plan is chaste and 
correcl. it is to be built of the sandstone of the eountry, which i< 
abnuiLutt and works well. Independently of the high object and 
character of such a work, the employment it will afford to a nmnber 
of distressed iabonring emigrants, whom a rodh and ill-digested 
system of speoolation has poured into the countrr. gives it an addi- 
tional claim upon the chorch at home ; and those who have both the 

I. power and will to assist in the propagation of the Gospel, cannot err 
tn giving it their asxist&Bce and enconiagemmit 

Natal is in the diocese of the Bishop of Cape Town, and hod been 
liated by that prelate in his progress through the vast district oom- 
Biittcd to his charge some lime before mv arrivaL The immense di^ 
(nncc, howBTcr^ncarly 2000 miles— between the two extremities (the 

' island of St- Helena being also included], and the huge tract of almost 

I vitiithnbitcd ground which intervenes, point out the inconvenience of 
tliis arrangement. Au interestiug account of the Bishop's journey, 
1 his own pen. has lately been published by the Society for tha 
rro]Kigatioa of the Gospel, and the idea which it conveys of the mag- 

I niiudo and hupoHuiOB of tho work before him, even though measured 
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it, affivda M. ada bdo- fnrf •/ Am mmitifmitt jftnwmm fcr &c 
epiritukl wulB i/ ^ fuiifc. ffi* cvmm mS fe U^ vfll ^rI}' 
find a nspcHue, aai I ln« tke far i* Mt fer dta^ whn Ifatal 
will hare an inacMcd K^Jaa rf Argj, ^ m m^mi. V^mftt 
ilBOwn. 

The law, tknb ta Jdb B«ffi Si%mv ifirit, !• m^ ■«« 
Dnmerooaly iipimHlrf, ^rf * wl^ poMlcd ^^ ky Ae S^b^bc 
Judge, Mr. Cbcta, BwidEr rf Xsbil, ^mc <HMaai ia wiwH 
cases, when trid ly jvj it aat alMaHtod, in*" ** P** ^mihI 
nntiabetiaa. Cl !■■■! «f ■« trirf ly ■ jwy rf ■■« ; Atj an tt 

II n fii iij ■!![■■ Mlwi. rti ihiif ■aiiiiiiliiiig.iiwiiiB IlK 

tcntota and ilJiiifcM'grJwMe 
in chaim on tlienid. 

The nalivea, exHft m a 
ext^it, to ntaiM ttar «wa la«i^ wfeiffe ■« adHHirtacd tf ■■g^ 
tratea apptanlcd ftr Aat fpuw. by tfe Twliiil TTiiiiibm. aad 
actii^ nadn- te i^*uBliBiki>. W Mr. aijBlML, Oe I^katfie 
Agt»t with the M<i*e IiAh. 

The estaU^ad k« of tte Mk^ k tte D«A Bti^ bw, «UA 
thongli neediag (HvaMisH ■ Krccal mm^U pnnts, is ia ae^ 
respect* w^ nited to Ac wiate of la isbid eaaanntT. Actiaaa 
far debt are ■aHg Ae ■«( ftwtlU omm af litigatiaa, ad gi*B 
empldjnieat to ■ «Me bait of ■tlwej^ wka^ ^™S *^ aUowd to 

jiliiiil.il I maliililii—i lilii iIm di^iilj rflln |arfiiAn TWr 

bSls, too, are aacxccptiaa to tte ■mrcnal nde. An wt i wigg "*- 
■iMMeaf tlneecBRcd to*fritad«f siM^w^ heriafc beeadarged 
tireii^.£T« poaod* far Ae diaaiag ap of a lea^ wbidi oagbt not to 
have coat ftre poaadi^ md ulijii^in, to par «> eiariatant a 
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8toi*e-kecper, agent, and politician, all discharged with equal energy 
and punctuality, and really serving rather to assist than interfere 
with each other. Do you want a horse ? Your attorney has one at 
a low fig^ure, made on purpose for you. Has your own animal a sore 
back or any other disease? or is he a confirmed kicker? Your 
attorney will play the veterinary surgeon or rough-rider for you with 
equal skill and confidence ; and should either remedy fail, will assist 
you in getting rid of the useless encumbrance. Have you need of 
anything — ^from a wagon to a spade, from a house to a clasp knife ? — 
your attorney, if you choose aright, shall supply your wants, and 
save you much time and trouble ; I do not add money ; — that is another 
question. 

In spite of the boasted healthiness of the climate, doctors cannot 
be dispensed with, and there are two or three in regular practice in 
the town; but, as several have betaken themselves to farming or 
other occupations, I conclude that they had no great chance of making 
a fortune by the mere exercise of their profession. Dysentery is the 
most prevalent disease, and the most obstinate ; but it is not the only 
one, for I heard of a medical man who, being questioned as to his 
prospects of employment, replied that there was ** a pretty sprinkling 
of rheumatism." Medicines of all kinds are excessively dear, although 
many of the most usefiil, such as senna, sarsaparilla, and castor oil, 
&c., abound in the colony ; and I have no doubt that a careful search 
might bring to light a store of healing virtue, hitherto unknown, 
which might prove a valuable addition to our pharmacopoeia. That 
the Kafirs have in use several herbs and plants with which we are 
not acquainted, is certain ; and that they are by no means inexpert 
in the treatment of wounds and diseases, both surgical and medical, 
I can vouch from personal experience, as well as from hearsay and 
observation. My leg continuing to give me great pain and incon- 
venience, and defying every authorized prescription, it occurred to me 
that the evil being a local one the remedy would probably be found 
in the same neighbourhood, and that it would be known to the natives. 
Accordingly, I determined, without delay, to consult our host's chief 
Kafir servant, an intelligent lad of fifteen or sixteen, who, having 



been in the serricc of one of the officen tJ the g 

ap Home slight notion of d^Hiied httitM,aiiA ■ 

of the English language, which to | 

had quite astonished me, a day or two b 

take a message for me, by replying in a derp, kwi ■ 

Toice, "Wiutabit,Sir.liUIcfcaalhebooC»:' 

I must confess, by the way, thai tbc hdHtf wtft ■ 
aavages acquire both the EngUih lad Dotik tnfW^^f 
shame the intellectual superiority d ih* wUti Si^ ai 
justify those who would attribute to tfa» m c^il rtM 
capacity. 

Jack WES certainly no bcanty ; ta W «W « fi^ 
fellow, though DOl tall, ajti Ha wife uuKh W <«■ 
perpetual grin of good hnmov. W« woe akM^y wiy | 
but I thought it prndeat to pn imt W iMBiK ■ I 
offered him a shilling in c*w «f ■■». Afcra|SV«i 
the place, and aomr t c a wltit w* win ft ■hm-h^V 
etanding hy, he task a {idd af arf ham Ac b^ 
served him for a box. Bad Mod thM WkaMaM^H(i 
ease it, but tfcal it gwwB Im^ w^ Am< *B tei 
eorij next mecni^ to fi^tcfc it. 

1 had not r 
that formed n j h 

lessly entered, ud » prf *ai* imi 
English, Dalek.nl Kafr.Kirfbf A* ^M» i* Aki^ 
with the nadft*. "Acfc fa«r aik svAfa a^H^'— kirf 
white man). He amid n is hml a ^hI. ^hb, yaiq 
about the nae (tf ■■ wf .wliAle ^bd J^m. « m^ 
and a knife. AflB'<«tHf if^tt* fti^ktfiiaid m^^ 
and, haTing itimi it «>9wlft*eatf dlAeai^^a 



the part ebt 
as if be had k 
that after n 



j^aA 



r 

^ Ike 



nflnBioni 



Bat of all piateMioDB, Qi» most proeperoiu aod lucrative is tHat at 
tho Government Surveyor. His employment, and oonsequetttly fail 
gainii, BTo not limited by the wants or caprice* of his clients! hiap«y 
is oniple, and though not always prompt, is sure. The nature of his 
occupation, which keeps him ever in the open air, renders tt at <m» 
hralthy nnd interesting. To him alone the real beauties of Natal 
BC«Uory are onveilcd. Monnted on his trusty steed, his theodolite 
strapped upon his shoulder, ho penetrate* wooded vallcyB whioli tht 
eye of the traveller or tourist has never seen, and whose very exist- 
ence is unknown but to the wandering savage ; or tracks the course of 
some crystal stream, through all its mazy windings, from its rocky 
DountainH to the bed of slime and sand at its month. 
I He knows the inaccessible nooks and comers, for such there are, in 
which Nature delights to hide her choicest gems from the vulgar 
I gaze, and which those who follow the beaten path are seldom per- 
f mitted to discover. 

His home, sometimes for many months, may bo his wagon or 

I lent) or, mayhap, if his stay in one place should be prolonged, n 

Kafir hut or deserted farm-house. But he carries with him most of 

I the comforts, and often tlie luxuries, of civilized life, and is exposed 

to none of the hardships or privations which many would deem ia- 

Hpai'a)>lc from such circumstances. Nor need he, if a married man, 

|,2h witliout the society of his family ) his wife may, and often does, 

company him, and his young ones return with sun-burnt fkces and 

« that contrast forcibly with those of the better pi^erved, 

Mit less hardy, children of the town. His work, meanwhile, is not 

ffieult, nor docs it require any estroordinary amount of attention or 

ttbUity. No large and expensive apparatus, no very close or accurate 

■leasurements aro netCBaary ; there are no " oH'sets " to be made. The 

" &rms are dividwl, wherever it is possible, by natural boundaries, and 

' their limits marked by beacons on ele 

more or less, in six thousand, is of n 

minute details, with which our railway 

I be here superfluous. 
From these causes, an cxcclicnt opening in afforded for young 
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men, such, indeed, as in the palmiest daj» of railway projects was 
scarcely to be Dommoaded witliout Iiigt talent and reputation; and 
the profcHaion is so popular, that it is in great danger of being over- 
stocked. The only l*st required, beyond the ^ordinary testimonials, 
is that the candidate ahonld pass a previous examination,^ — ^no very 
formidable barrier, — after which the way is clear before him, and with 
common prudence and economy his position is secured, and a coin- 
fbrtable independence, if not a fortune, is in his grasp. A young 
fiiend of mine, sharp and clever, but without any practical expcrioiice, 
made £300 during- the first six months of his residence here ; and 
those who have obtained greater proficiency are easily able to clear 
from £800 to £1000 a-year, without devoting more than nine months 
out of the twelve to their profesaional duties. 

This hai-vest-time can, of course, only last as long as the work 
remains unfinished, and the continued arrival of emigrants renders it 
necessary ; but some years must elapse before the whole of Natal can 
be brought into occupation, and the days of the surveyors shall have 
pBBsed by. At present they are the princes of the colony ; their credit 
is high, their bills are more negotiable than those of the boat mercan- 
tile houses, they rida the finest horses, live on tho fat of the land, and 
are independent of all contiugoncies, save a Government bankruptcy, 
which, I trust, is not a very likely occurrence. 

Besides the Kafir police, whom I shall mention hereafter, there 
are several white men employed for the maintenance of order and 
good behaviour in the town. The extent of tlieir duty is to give a 
night's lodging in the tronk, or gaol, to some overtaken citizsn. 
whose potations may chance to evaporate too noisily. 

The streets, however, are occasionally tenanted by monsters of 
anotiier kind. Going one dark night to a friend's house, and keeping 
in the middle of the road to avoid the " sloota," I stumbled over some 
unseen obstacle, and suddenly found myself between the homa of a 
vei7 unpleasant dilemma, in the shape of a large black ox, one of a 
lot of tburtcen that wore reposing undisturbed in front of their owner's 
hoQse, and blocking up the whole street, to the no small danger of 
t Majesty's liege subjects. 1 have n great Tuiiid to say to whom 
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thqr belonged, bat " floli *rl yXiairp intent," ao I shall told mj 



e streets of Marilsburg, by the b;, are in 

sable as the coDntry rooda. Walking is do joke, and riding 
is poaitivtly dangerous, the horse's I'eet being literally taken tttat 
under him, and the animal (requentlj i'alling so suddoDly and com.- 
pletely, tltat the rider iucnrs the risk of a serious accident. A light 
wagon or omnibus has lately been imported from England by 

t enterprising colonists (a lawyer of course), for the purpoaft 
of carrying passengers from one end of the town to the other, t 
distance of nearly a mile and a half; but 1 fear that, unless for oco&- 
eional hire, it is not likely to pay its expenses. It is something, 
however, to see horses in hamtss ; for, with the csccption of a coiq^ 
of pony-phmtons, an Irish jaunting-car, and tlie baker's cart, and, 
perhaps, now and then a Dutch horsc-wagflu from some distant fanit, 
no attempt has been made to supersede the Cape wagon, with its long 

n of patient, slow-moving oxen. 

A light carriage of thU kind is much wanted on the road &01B 

tD'Urban to MaritKburg, to insure a regular and rapid communicatiaa 
between the port and the principal town. The mails are carried by 
a mounted orderly, and one horse will frequently accomplish the 
journey in eight hours ; hut for those to whom thia means of locomo- 
tion is inaccessible the journey is, as we have seen, long and tediona, 
llie ready and certain conveyance of small parcels, and the lighter 
kinds of merchandize, would be a great boon to the shopkeepers, aa 
also to the public at ki'ge, the price of all imported goods bemg at, 
present nearly twenly-five per cent higher at Maritzburg than at 
B'Urban. The carriage of fresh fish, which abound iu the bay, would 
alone go for towards defraying the expenses of the journey; audi 
while supplying the inhabitants of the capital with a wholesome 
variation to their everlasting beef diet, would, at the same time:, 
afford encouragement to the liaheries of the sea-coast, wliich 
almost entirely neglected, but wliich contain ineshauatUile resources, 
and might become a proiitable object of trade. 
Tlic attention of the colonists, moreover, would thus be turned to 
■-- ■ *- 
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the improvemeot of their horses, which are now ill-suited for dranght, 
though in many other reapecta pecnliarlT fitted for the country and 
for the work which they have to perform. The Natal horse, indeed, 
deserves Homething more than a mere passing notice. 

He is a small, and by no means a showy animal, nor does he 
possess any of the points for which an Englishman would look in a, 
good hunter or hackney. Hia shoulder is very much depressed, and 
the withers are generally so low that when on his back you have, to 
nso a fomiliikr expression, " nothing before you," and it is no easy 
matter to keep the saddle in its proper place. He is very narrow in 
the ribs, so much so that an Engliah saddle, unless made by one who 
thoroughly understands the matter, and well stuffed, is sure to gall 
the back — the worst evil that can happen to an African horse. To 
avoid tliis a false paunel ia often added, and saddle-cloths are in very 
general use, but as they increase the heat it is batter to do without 
them if possible. The trash which English shopkeepers are in the 
habit of sending out as export saddlery has been the nun of many a 
fine animal, and has brought great discredit on our wares. So well 
do the old colonists know this, that they will hardly look at a saddle 
unless it bears a name well known and esf^emod at the Cape. Pea- 
comb is their great favourite, but any good tradesman, under proper 
directions, can furnish yon with the right article. Mine was made 
by Messrs. Milroy, of Comhill, and was one of the best in the 
colony. There is now an excellent s&ddler at Marilzbui'g, in con- 
nection with Feats'a establishment; he was one of the unfortunate 
Minerva passengers, and lost all hie stock in the wreck, but he 
is a hai'd-WDrking and attentive tradesman, and, as his work is re- 
markably good, he is likely to meet with the success which his per- 
severance deserves. 

The hind-quarters of Iho Natal horse resemble those of some of 
our Irish hunters, except that tioy are more angular aud unsightly. 
The legs are short and muscular. As there is no deep ground, and 
no fences, curbs seldom, if ever, make their appearaneo ; splints are 
common, but rarely produce lameness; indeed a horse unsound in 
wind or limb is a rarity. Considering tht the natural 
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degoneration of the breed from want of fresh crosses, the amount of 
work they are capable of performing is really astonishing. I have 
frequently known them accomplish upwards of seventy miles vnthin 
the day, and that with fourteen stone upon their back. More than 
thiH has been done ; but they should be rested and relieved of the 
■addle at least once in every three hours, and should neVer be pressed 
alK)vo their natural pace, which on a journey is reckoned at about 
six miles per hour. When put to the mettle, as in the chase, they 
are not deficient in speed, and are remarkably active in scrambling 
among rocks, loose stones, or precipitous and broken groimd, and in 
avoiding the numerous holes which constitute the chief danger of 
AfHcan hunting. 

They are easily shod; nor are shoes required, imless for long 
journeys over hard-beaten roads. They are very hardy, and are never 
better than when in work and turned out to graze in healthy situa- 
tions. Low rich valleys, where the pasturage is most luxuriant, do 
not suit them, and it is in such places that the disease of which I 
have before spoken is most frequent and fataL When kept in the town 
they are fed principally upon oat hay, which should be chopped small 
to avoid waste. Indian com is also used, both as dry and green food ; 
in the former state it is heating, and should be given sparingly. At 
hotels, &c., the charge for horses at livery is from 2s. 6d. to 3s. per 
diem. 

The unhealthy season is the latter part of Febnmry, March, and 
April, when the grass is in seed and beginning to turn colour. It is 
thought, too, that the dews, which are very heavy, are at all times 
unwholesome j but I cannot say that I have ever observed this to be 
the case. The following plan was recommended to me by a colonist 
of twelve years' experience, who had always found it successful in 
}U'e venting disease and keeping his horses in good condition, viz., 
to turn them out in the day-time and keep them in at night during 
the summer months, reversing the process in the vdnter. The theory 
uf this treatment is to allot in each case the larger portion of the 
t\YW\tY-four hours to grazing, to preserve the animal from the danger 
v^' uuwholeaome night-dews in simimer, and to supply the deficiency 
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of pasturage in wintei- by giviDg him plenty of dry food in the 

Riding-horaea when tnmed ont are generally well haltered ; but, 
even when this precaution has not heen taken, aKafir will seldam be 
long in tinding and drit-ing them. in. 

Their favourite pace is a short ambling canter, which they will 
keep up for hours. Those who posaeaa this accomphshment to per- 
fection are in high estimation among the Dutch, who call them 
trippeUiars. They are no great waJkers, and a trotter ia a rarity. 
When wol! broken tliey make good ladies' horses ; but unfortunately 
this important requirement is seldom fulfilled, too many colts being 
spoiled both in mouth and temper by injudicious treatment and the 
use of sharp bita — a very popular colonial fallacy. Among the vicious 
tricks which they are thus oUowed to acquire is that of " bucking," 
a mode of emptying the saddle practised also, 1 helieve, by the 
Australian horses, and certainly a most ospedilious one. It consists 
in dropping the head between the foro-legs, arching up the back like 
that of an enraged cat, uud twisting rapidly round, ])ei'forming all 
the while a series of tricks aud plunges which would unseat a 
Centaur. I have but two pieces of advico to give on this head. 
First, never mount a bucking horse if you know it; secondly, the 
moment your horse begins to buck throw yourself ofl'. It is just 
possible that by leaning backwards, and pulling hard on the curb, 
you may succeed in keeping his head np and frustrating his evil 
intentions ; but when once the head is down it is all over, and you 
ma^ just as well follow the example of the Coon, " come down and 
give in." 

The price varies from £10 to £25 and £30, bat nothing tolerable 
can be had under £.15. On a late oteasion, when it became neces- 
sary to remount the artillery, which had been unhorsed by order of 
the late Lieuteiumt-Govemor, the maximum allowed by Government 
for the pui'chaBB of each horse was £26, and few, I fancy, were 
bought very much cheaper. 

At present Natal ia not n good breeding country, and all the best 
horses are brought over land ti'om the fro old colony by 
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books, a wardrobe ; and, can it be ? Yes ! — a pair of Aates ! Well, 
it does freeze sometimes, and pretty sharply too ; besides, we may live 
to see a glaciarium. 

Nor is the moving portion of the show less motley. I will wager 
you never saw such various crafts lying alongside of each other be- 

I 

fore. There is the true Dutch build, all hull, and, pardon me, rather 
round in the stern ; there is something of the Yankee clipper — evi- 
dently all for speed, if not for lasting, and carrying no useless top- 
hamper, one of the real go-a-head sort ; yonder is a trim yacht, with 
rather more of show than use about it, but all a-tanto, and carrying 
crowds of canvas ; here is a nondescript that might find its type in 
the Chinese junk, so outlandish is its appearance ; there is the British 
trader, with all necessary sail set, and everything in its place, quiet 
and orderly ; there are rough, homely, but honest coasters, surrounded 
by all sorts of piratical-looking vessels, carrying anything but their 
own colours ; and crowds of small vessels exhibiting every possible 
variety of build and rig. As for the latter — to drop the metaphor — 
you will see every degree between the full dress of the officer and the 
undress of the Zulu — jackets predominating especially among the far- 
mers and equestrians from the country. 

The sale, after all, is to many little more than the ostensible plea 
for a morning lounge, answering all the purposes of a club. Here are 
discussed the news of the week, the scandal of the town, the arrival of 
the last ship and the contents of the mail, the state of the crops, the 
price of provisions, the land question, and the latest Government 
measure. 

On the industrial population, however, a great benefit is conferred 
by the facility thus afibrded of turning property of any kind into 
ready cash. Bother the storekeeper brings the least saleable though 
not perhaps the worst part of his stock, which would otherwise re- 
main profitless upon his hands. Here the farmer brings his cattle or 
produce, secure of a fair average price, and, what is more important, 
of its due payment. Here, too, the reduced emigrant brings the 
superfluities of his home outfit, — too often its necessaries also, — that he 
may obtain wherewith to carry on the struggle which disappointed 
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expectations, want 6t requiBite myans, total imfitneHS for the task ifi 
has undertaken, or perhaps his own foUj- or ill-eonduet, have com- 
hiaed to render almost hoiieloBS. Not tliat I would be uiidcratood to 
infer auuh to be the necessary oonscqucnee of emigralion, unless mifl- 
direeted and abuGed ; but of thia hereafter. 

Among my fcUow-boardcis I was fortunate io makiug the ac- 
quaintance of three brothers, who had come out with the inteatiou of 
farming, hut had since adopted other occupations more cougcnial to 
their taste. In pursuance of their first design, and with a view to 
make themselves acquointed with the mode of tillage, Sec, practised 
in the countiy, two of them had resided for some mouths on the form 
of a Dateh proprietor in the ncighbonrhood, where they were in- 
structed in the mysteries of Natal agriculture, giving their work as ail 
eqaJTolent for their board; an excellent arrangement, wherein tlie 
mutual advantages of instruction on the one hand, and labonr on the 
other, were combined, with the rarer additamenta of a pleasant home, 
and the society of educated and agreeable people. As 1 was also in- 
terested ia the subject of farmmg, my new friends strongly advised me 
to follow the same course, to which I was by no means disinclined ; 
and as their late host was in the habit of coming into town every 
Saturday, they took the opportunity of intl'oducillg me to him. My 
plans afterwards took a diUerent tbrm, and I was only the goiniir by 
another very pleasant acquaintance; hut had cuvumBtauoes permitted, 
I am convinced that I could not have spent a few months at once 
more plcDsantly and profitably than at Mr. Olto's. 

The form on which that gentlemen resides (for he is the owner of 
acvemi) is situated on the banks of the Umgeni, about ten miles dis- 
tance from Maritzburg, and probably contains nearly GOOD acres. At 
least fifty of these,^an unusually large proportion, — are under cultiva- 
tion, and produce fine crops of Indian com, oats, potatoes, &c., the 
remainder uflbrding pasturage to krge herds of cattle, the Dutch far- 
mer's chief source of wealth, and yielding, hcfiidea, a considerable 
profit in Uie hush with which it ia covered, and which is sold for fire- 
n the town. 
:. Otto encuurageB the setthug of native families ou his land, and 
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htB been more succeBBfuJ than manvoflus ncig^ibour* in obtalninif 
their steady and eontiDUouH Inbour, hie munerous stork enabling hitf 

not only to Euppl; them with ubundance of milk, of which thej tra 
verj fond, but to pay tlicm with yoong heifera, which, as I 
of jiurchasing wiveH, are to them e. most templing reward. 

He has devoted much time and attention to the breeding of mnlei, 
for whieh there is a good market at Che Mauritius j but though be 1 
succeeded in rearing several of good quality, I do not think the speco- 
lation proved very lucrative, one great drawback being the estrems 
wildness and introetabilily of the young animals, and the difficulty cf 
breaking them. 

Game is abundant, and the weekly chase rarely fails to add ft 
dainty ourcbi (A. scoparia), or fat riet bok (J. eleotragua), to tl 
contents of the larder ; but should that fail, there ia a nearer resour 
at band. What does the reader think of a preserro of hippopotami, 
within gunshot of the liouse, like the moor-heiiB in a lake at the bot>' 
torn of an English garden ? But there they are, among the rceda rf 
the Umgenij^ready for a "waltz "with any adventurous son ofNimrod,! 
who shall dare the encounter, — to the number of eight ur ten, and 
likely to increase, for Mr. Otto preBcrves them strictly, and, e 
on grand occasions, they remain undisturbed. 

They form, indeed, by no means a contemptible article of food,] 
their flesh resembling that of pork, and the fat (wa hoe tpek) being it 
high eatiraatiou in the Dutch cuiaine, as an accompaniment to ths: 
antelope venison, which is mostly lean and dry. 

It was not fated, however, that 1 should become an inmate of this 
Dutch Arcadia. My plans, as I before hinted, underwent a sudden' 
revolution, and this was effected by one of those incidents which ap- 
pear strange, but are of every day occurrence in a roving life, 

I had been about a fortnight in Maribtburg, and was just restored i 
to the use of my limbs, when one evening I found myself seated at' 
the dinner table by the aide of a gentleman just arrived by t 
land route from Algoa Bay. The conversation turning o 
matters, as is always the case when two Englishmen meet in a foreign ■ 
country, we were soon discussing subjects of mutual interest, and : 
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chatting of mutnol acquaintancea aa though we had been known lo 
each other of old, when, as if to complete what was so pleasantly 
begun, a reply to some accidental question of mine diacloaed the nn- 
expectcd intelligence that Mb compagnon lie voyage was an old 
friend, whom I had loat sight of for many years, and of whose pre- 
senoo in Africa I had never even dreamed. They had left Algoa 
Bay three months previously, with the view of selecting a spot for a 
farm, and, crossing the Orange River, had traversed the northern 
sovereignty and descended the Draakenberg into Natal. The Oner- 
berg country, however, pleasing them most, they were about to re- 
turn thitlier, and hoped to leave Maritisburg in a. few days. 

A journey through the centre and beyond the boundaries of Natal ! 
a pleasant companion, and an old friend! Suchan opportunity might 
never occur again, and I at once resolved, if possible, to join their 
party. My proposal was received with a hearty welcome, the only 
objection being the impossibility of making the wagon a bed-room 
for three, which was disposed of by my preference for a less confined 
sleeping-place on the open " veld." 

Though staying in a town, my friends had made no alteration in 
tlie mode of living which they had practised during the journey, and 
their encampment would have appeared strange indeed in the eyes of 
a London citizen. They had pitched their tent in the centre of the 
market-place, by the side of the wagon, which had been emptied of 
its contents in order to undergo Home repairs, having been overturned 
in crossing the Suurberg, a chain of mountains lying between Algoa 
Bay and Somerset in tlie old colony- The kitchen fire was lighted as 
usual on the grass, for they did nut patronize the inns; aud around 
it were strewed numerous artielea httle known to refined life. Two 
lialf-dmnken HottentotH, with laige ostrich feathers twined round 
their straw hats, might be seen hanging la/ily about, perhaps occu- 
pied in splicing a new Ireekioiiio, a trace made of plaited stripes 
of hide, or putting a new vovrslag (lash) to the wagon-whip, that 
its smack might be clear and loud. 

To produce this sound from an African whip is a high colonial 
accomplishment, and like the east of the fiy-rod, or tlie catch of the 
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thong, cannot be attained without habitual practice. Indeed its 
immense length of fom*teen feet in the stock, with a lash of perhaps 
twenty-five feet, renders it as awkward an instrument in the hands 
of a novice as it is a terribly efficient one in the hands of an adept. 
Standing on the fore-part of the wagon, our driver, Aaron, shall with 
equal facility draw blood from one of the leaders in a span of fourteen, 
" some forty feet him fro," or flank the " achter os" immediately be- 
neath his feet 

It is curious to notice how the characters of soil and climate in 
our different colonies, the nature of the work to be performed in each, 
and the habits which result from them, are illustrated by particular 
implements, each of which might serve as an appropriate emblem of 
the country in which it is used. Australia has her stock-whip, with 
short handle and tremendous thong, formed for equestrian use, with 
which the active squatter pursues his herds of half-vdld cattle in 
headlong chase over her boundless plains : Canada may be known at 
once by the narrow axe, by whose stroke her mighty forests are 
subdued — the never-failing weapon of the stout back- woodsman : and 
Africa has her wagon-whip, type of no useful employment, but too 
true a representation of what have hitherto been the habits of her 
people, telling of tedious journeys and desultory wanderings, home- 
steads neglected, and farms half cultivated ; a scattered and divided 
population, an unsettled frontier, and a territory so extensive that it 
can neither be occupied, governed, nor protected by those to whom it 
belongs. 

The expert use, too, of each of these implements consists in a pecu- 
liar knack, which is best acquired in childhood ; and, while in Canada, 
you may see an urchin of eight years old perched upon a huge maple 
log, wielding with ease and dexterity an axe nearly as heavy as him- 
self, in Africa the Dutch child is smacking a gigantic wagon-whip 
with equal facility, and urging an imaginary span of refractory oxen 
with shrieks and yells which none but a Dutchman or a Hottentot 
can imitate, and none but an African ox understand. 

For the next few days all was active preparation, stores were laid 
in, guns were overhauled, bullets melted, covers made for the saddles, 
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to preserve them from injury, rough clothes honied owt. and finery 
pat aside. Lastly, the wagon ■was liuded, and — fitted op with side 
and fore-chests, pockets for Biray articles, and sliogs for guna — b^an 
to ossnme a habitable appearance. 

A Cape wl^,'OQ is already so well known, throngh the mcdiom of 
AMcan travellerB, that I need not enter into a minnte description of 
it. The specimens in Mr Gordon CaQiniiiig's exhibitiuai mtut have 
made nutny of my readers familiar with its peculiar ctnutmctioi). 
For those, however, who have not seen it, 1 mar jmt mentiott that its 
chief principles are strength and looseness. This latter qoalitj ii 
esaentinl to its rcaiiitance to the numerous shocks it is destined to 
encoonter, which would otherwise soon cause its destruction. As it 
is, each part yields to a blow or strain, and a breakage seldom occurs. 
Its length, at a rough guess, is about twelve feet, its breodlli inside 
&om three and a half to four feet. It is principally mode from the 
stink wood {/aiirus bullaCa), which is of great strength, and if well 
seasoned lasts a long time. This precaution is Tery necessary, as the 
extreme dryness of the atmosphere in the interior of the country 
rapidly absorbs all the moistnre of the wood, causing it to shrink and 
spring apai't at the seams. Iti damp weather the wood swells again, 
and all appears taut and sound, and of this circumstance the nnprtn- 
cipied wagon-builder often takes advantage to deceive the unwary 
purchaser, sometiraes resorting to arlilicial means to produce the 
desired effect. 

Most of the Boers conatmct their own wagons, though there arc 
some who make it their especial business, and are famous throughout 
Africa for the escellencc of their workmanship. The price of a ne w 
wagou at the Cape is from £70 to £80 ; at Algoa Bay something 
more, and in Natal, where skilled labour is dear, the lowest price is 
£100. Ours hadcost £Toat AlgoaBaj, and, as it had been standing 
for twelve months iu the sun, was thoroughly seasoned. It wa« con- 
sidered a great bargain, as it eventually proved, being sold on the 
borders of Natol, after a year's constant use, for £70. 

The evening before our start the town of Maritzbnrg wan visited 
le of llie most tremendous thunder-storms it has ever boun my 
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lot to wttncas. The Americatis arc wont to " brag" (if one ca 
Bucb a terra without impiety] of thdr thunder and lightning', but • 
Natal storm for tiurpasses in grandeur und 9ubliniity anything of tha 
kind that I have seen elsewhere, unless perhaps at Bca, when another 
eiemeTit cumbinoi to heighten the effect, and where, from the exposed 
EituBtion. and the eeuae of danger attending it, one ia more open to 
the irapr(»Hioi>s which socli a Bccne in calculated to produce. On thU 
occasion the hills oroand seemed literally on fire, so rapidly did flaal 
Buccocd flash, each appearing rather to rise out of the earth than t 
descend upon it, while the rattling peali of thunder immediately 
overhead threatened to burst the vtry ears of the listener. The 
too, descended in rivers, converting the whole town into a awomp, 
and nearly washing my friendE out of tleir tont. The abundance of 
iron in the soil may, in some degree, account for the frequency and 
tary of these storms, which are occasionally attended by disastroua 
effects ; but it is the opinion of many that as the country bccomea 
more occnpied they will decrease, and that they oio even nov 
violent than they were a few years ago when it was first settled. 
Not long before my arrival, however, twelve oxen, out of a herd, were 
killed by one stroke on a road near the town, where the bones still 
lie to attest the fearful catastrophe, and I myself witnessed the de- 
Btruction of some buildings attached to Port Napier by the electrio 
fluid. The smoke which rose from the thatched roof was almost 
simultaneous vcitli the flash, and the flames spread so rapidly lliat 
before I could throw the saddle on my horse and gallop to the spot 
thewholeof the wood-work had been consumed to the bare walls, and 
it was only by the prompt exertions of the soldiery that some of the 
property within was rescued from the overthrow. 





It IB indispenBablc to the harmony and comfort of nn expedition 
such as we contemplated, that the party should have an atknowludged 
leader, and thiB post was occupied by my old triend Darnell, whose 
two years' i*esidence in the old colony, aud perfect acquuiutance with 
the Dutch language, peculiarly fitted him for it. His great personal 
strength and determination were also useful qualities in a country 
where the milder forms of persBasion ore apt to fail, and they have 
sinc« gained him hononrahle mention among the volunteers in the 
Kafir war. My new acquaintance, Darkley, was the youngest and 
most active among us, and in all difBculties and emergencies prompt 
and energetic. For myself I was not yet sufficiently recovered to be 
of much service, and was little more than an additional weight. 

Oar cargo consisted of our luggage, beds and bedding, our pro- 
visions, tea, sugar, flour, salt, &c., and some fresh meat to begin 
with, saddles and bridles, two rifles, four double-barrelled guns, and 
a large l)utch piece, or roer, with plenty of powder, buck-shot, 
loopi'Ts, or slugs, and bars of lead, hardened with tin; a chest of 
tools, a medicine-chest (with which Barkley had already established 
a reputation among the Boers), our tent, a folding-fable, and chairs, 

dp. good etock of tobacco and pipes, completed oor equipment 
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Three horses, in very poor condition, but a little improved by a 
month's run at Maritzburg, followed the wagon, to which they were 
fastened by riems or thongs of hide, the general substitute for cord 
in this country. Nor must I omit our canine fbllowem, of whom 
there were four. Nero, a handsome tawny dog, with something of 
the English mastiff, somctliing of the large stag-hound about him ; 
Volteur, a fawn-coloured long-muzzled animal, between a lurcher 
and deer-hound; Kafirland, a long-haired Kafir bitch, of any, or 
rather no breed at all ; and last, not least. Pinch, an enormous, ugly, 
brindled, butcher-like cur, who had of his own accord joined the 
wagon, medio ttinere, and remained with it ever since. I say itj 
for it was to the wagon alone that he showed any signs of attach- 
ment, keeping so close to it that he was perpetually getting his foot 
under the wheel. He received the name of " Pinch*' from his starved 
appearance. 

" There came one Pinch, a lean and hungry villain." 

He was now, however, in good case, having, during his stay in Maritz- 
burg, wisely taken up his quarters at the butcher's, and lived on the 
fat of the land. 

I am sorry to add that a more useless set of creatures I never 
saw. In open ground they invariably spoiled our chance of a quiet 
shot by dashing in upon the game, and showed great reluctance to 
hunt the kloofs where their assistance was really wanted. Nor, 
with the exception of Pinch, can I say much for their courage. The 
fact is, that dogs are very apt to degenerate when taken out to Afiica, 
and I have reason to believe that the finest breeds are most affected by 
the climate. One or two fox-hounds have been imported into Natal, 
and some good sport has been had with the jackal, who has some- 
times afforded a run of eight or ten miles ; but for the various descrip- 
tions of antelope, and indeed for all four-footed game, the lurcher on 
a large scale is found to succeed best. For the larger beasts of prey 
the best dog is one that will keep at a respectful distance, as the 
high-mettled animal is sure to fall a victim to his temerity. A good 
breed of pointers would be the most valuable importation, as the 
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ooanfry swarms with birds of thepurtridge and pheasant tribe, which 
it is very difficult to find in the long gross, 

I had really forgotten our biped attenda.DtB, though I Bcarcelj- 
know whether they deierre any priority of mention over the qua- 
drupeds. Darnell's white servant was one of those strange instanoes 
which one occasionally sees of the result of varied travel on an illiter- 
ate mind- He was a German by birth, had been an English sailor, 
and had since lived much among the Dutch. He had lost his own 
language, but retained just enough of it to impart its idiom to bis 
£ngUah, which was a most absurd medley. Mackenitie, for he bor- 
rowed his name from a fourth country, was a good cook, and useful 
servant on the trek, but, like most of his class, an inveterate 
drunkard when in a town. During their stay in MaritKburgh, Dar- 
nell finding strong measures necessary, had treated him to a somid 
thrashing and a day's lodging in tho tronk, and ho was now fuU of 
promises of good behaviour. 

Onr driver and leader, or voor looper, were both Hottentots, and 
were average specimens of their race; expert in all that pertained 
to the management of a wagon, and when properly {i.e. severely) 
treated, cnpital iervants, but lazy when they could escape notice, nod 
impudent when they could be so with impunity. 

From this point I have citraeted from my journal such notes of 
our trek as I have thought would be interesting to tho reader, and 
would serve to present a tolerable picture of a tour in South Africa. 

Oclober 1. — Inspanned about noon, and after many delays got 
clear of the town. Our route lay right over one of the highest of tho 
hills which bound Maritzburg on the north and north-west, and as 
the road is perhaps one of the worst in the colony, we soon had a 
specimen of the difficulties we were destined to eneounter. On one 
of the steepest pitches our osen stuck, and a scene ensued wliieh none 
but an African traveller can imagine. The oxen twisting round in 
the yoke, facing all ways, and presenting a moss of seemingly inex- 
tricable confnsion, some dropping down on their knees, othci-a rolling 
oret to the imminent risk of strangling themselves before the ncmx 

1 be loosened that tie them to the yoke; lioltuntota rushing tu 
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and Ito, urging them with nneBTtblj' ^outs, yolla, and esecrationi, 
and plying the tough sjamboh, or large wagon-whip, with terri£a 
eficct, while Che crackg resound like pistol nbots among the hillig. 
now twisting the tails of the unfortuniite animalH, now poiitirelr 
gnawing them with their teeth, to iiiduco them to face their work) 
leaping on and off the diaeel boom, or pole, with frantic energy, oP' 
stooping to Bet large /ilips (utoncB) behind the wheel, to prevent the 
wagon from slipping back ; loud cries of "jiik," to sfart the ose 
" Ah note.'" lo stop them, or " om," to make them (urn round, 
last generally accompanied by a poke in the face with the but-end 
of the whip-stock. All this conveys but a faint idea of the reality. 
At length tlie locky moment arrives ; the leading osen, which hay*' 
been turned down the hill to give them a nin, are started forward^, 
the whole span trek together, the ponderous wagon rolls after f 
and, amidst repeated cries and emckings of the whip, whose laith. 
descends with frightful rapidity and precision on the offending carcoBS 
of any who show the slightest symptoms of hesitation, the Eumir 
reached, and the difficulty, for this time at leaat, surmonntcd. 

The ascent of this bill occupied ua three good hours. To those 
who inhabit the country beyond, such loaa of time is a great incon- 
venience, making a visit to the town quite a serious business ; an 
it is on the highway by which all the trade of the interior passes into 
Natal, there is the less excuse for its existence, eapeciaOy as a road 
might be easily led rouud the valley beneath, so as to avoid the worst 
parts, if not the whole of the ascent. 

From this point the view of Maritzburg is very pleasing- Tha 
elevated position of the beholder enables Mm to look right ii 
the town, and the trees with which it is already ornamented, a 
which could not he seen from the other approach, now form an i 
porlant addition to the picture and give it a. fresh and green appear- 
ance which contrasts well with the baro bills around. 

Here we outspanned and dined, while the oxen roamed nt will 
over the Veld, and the horses enjoyed the same liberty except that 
they were knee-haltercd. We made but a short evening's Irek, ai 
entamped for the night at Eiet Spruit, (or Keedy Brook,) having ao- 



cmnplished little more than ten miles. This evening our fire was of 
metl or diy cow-dung, which burns to a, wliite ash, giyes a great 
heat, and is no bad snbGtitute for wood. And here I maj' observe that 
OS a general role throughout the centre of Natal, wood is only found 
in deep kloofs or ravines, which ore not always visible to the traveller, 
who may ride maAy a weary mile without seeing a single bosh to 
enliven the monotony of the prospect 

October 2. — Less than an hour's trek brought ua to the 
Umgeni. A few yards below the drift or crossing are the foils, 
which are said to be three hundred feet in height The river was 
low, so that we missed the imposing effect of a large body of water ; 
but the scene was grand notwithfitandiog. Bare rocks rise irom the 
bottom like pillars, hemming in the gorge into which the stream 
rushes 1 further on sleep hanks, now also bare, but which in summer 
may be clothed with grass, form the walls of tlic ravine ; while, far 
below, the river dwindled to a shallow brook, winds round an angle 
of the rock and disappears. It was a wild, savage, stem-looking spot, 
but not without beauty. 

The Umgeni FalLi nre a favourite resort of the pleasure-seekers of 
Slaritzborg, who disturb their solitudes with noiay pic-nic parties, 
and help to fill the pockets of Old Lodge, a quondam ship's purser, 
who keeps a small house of entertainment on the bank, and a puut for 
vrosxing the river in times of flood. For this last office he is paid by 
Government, whose ser^'ants he is bound to ferry over in case of need. 

The Umgeni valley is one of the most fertile in the district, and a 
spot has been wisely selected as the site of a village on the furtlier 
bank, where there is every farilily for leading out the stream so as 
to convey a good supply of woter— an advantage which an African 
river does not everywhere present. 

We continued onr route through a hilly country, and towards 
night arrived at the " Stink hout rand," a ridge, so called from the 
abundance of this useful wood with which it ia clothed. Our road 
lay along the edge of the declivity, on what would in some parts of 
England be called a '' hog's back." At the bottom is an extended 
■e thau average fertility, where a few tents maik the out- 
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lines of another settlement, called after its promoter Lidget Town, 
the success of which may be confidently predicted if only from the 
abundance of fine timber in its immediate vicinity. 

In the coarse of this day's trek we met no less than ten or twelve 
wagons containing Dutch families on their way to Maritzburg for 
the half-yearly " Nacht maal" or sacrament. Tte Dutch are very 
punctual in their attendance on these occasions, and travel immense 
distances in order to be present. They generally make a week's stay, 
in which they transact all their business, and buy their stores for the 
next six months. Unfortunately Maritzburg gains little beyond a 
temporary increase of population, as we did not see a single wagon 
loaded with produce of any kind. The fine span of twelve or 
fourteen oxen which might with ease have carried down a couple 
of thousand pounds weight of grain, served only to draw the 
stout Boer, his vrowvy and their allotment of olive branches, to their 
destination. 

October 3. — Left all signs of wood behind us, as we approached 
the valley of the Impafane River, the favourite country of the Dutch 
settlers, who have bestowed on the stream the name of " Mooi," or 
Beautiful. 

It is shallower than some of its sister rivers, and therefore has 
more efiect on the soil through which it flows, but the district to 
which it gives its name is one of the most deficient in the two 
essentials of wood and water, though considered equal, if not superior, 
to any for grazing purposes. Barkley and I had a delicious bathe in 
the refreshing stream, which, like all those of the inland part of 
Natal, is eminently pure and limpid, I improved my sleeping accom- 
modation by the purchase of a grass-mat which a passing Kafir sold 
for the really moderate price of sixpence, but I was glad to spread 
my mattress under the shelter of the wagon, in spite of the danger 
incurred by such close proximity to the iron of the wheels in the 
event of a storm. I took the precaution, however, of letting the 
chains of the **rtem scoon,^ or drag, hang to the ground, to serve as 
conductors, and slept soundly as usual. 

October 4. — A morning trek of five hours brought us toBushman*s 
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River, where weoutspanncd, and, m we iatenileil resting n day or two, 
pitched our tent. 

There ia a sraall fort here, and u. detocliinent of the 45th UtgiineDt 
aud of the Capo Muunted EifleB, who art placed as an outport against 
the Bushmen, a race of degenerate Holtentofa, who inhabit the spur 
which at this point runs out fram the Kathtamba Mountains, and are 
a great nuisance to the BettIem,~BteaUog their cattle, horses, &c., and 
committing all kinds of depredations. The; are troublesome and 
dangerous neighbours, being most expert in " driving" and using 
poisoned aiTow-s, When, followed, they reti'cat into inocceeaible parts 
of the mountaina, aad if pushed hard, unless completely token by 
surprise, cut the throats of the cattle, thus rendering pursuit useless, 
as well as ha/ardoas. To induce the oxen to venture up these preci- 
pices, whiclt it would be otherwise impossible to make them attempt, 
they have recourse to an ingenious stratagem. They smear the ground 
with &csh " meat," which the sagacious animals detecting, are 
deceived into the idea that the path has been trodden by others of 
their kind, and thus gain confidence to proceed. 

The Cape corps are continually employed in the haraaaing dnty of 
pursuing theiie marauders, and occasionally, attcT great fatigue and 
exertion, succeed in recapturing a few cattle, but beyond killing one 
or two stragglers, have never been able to inflict any signal punish- 
ment on the tribe, or to repress their lawless outbreaks. 

There is but one remedy for thia evil — the entire extermination of 
these Children of tlie Mist, whom it is impossible to reclaim, and diffi- 
cult to hold in any clieck ; and this would long ago have been effected 
by the colonists themselves had not the Government refused to lend 
its sanction to the enterprise. Meanwhile, no decisive steps have 
been taken towards ridding the country of the peat It would really 
seem as if they were preserved like other noxious vermin, for the 
especial sport of her Majesty's troops, who ought to be grateful for so 
amiable a distinction. If thia were tho cose, the sooner a general 
hattue ia ordered, and the head-qnarters of the game beaten up, 
the better. But, joking apart, the truth is that the fault does not lie 
\i the Government, but with tliose who, under the plea of humanity, 
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— ftud it is to be feared too often under that of Religion — have warped 
the public mind by misrepresentations, and excited it by clamorous 
appeals, thus creating a morbid sensibility and false feeling which has 
ivuderetl the exercise of wholesome severity not only difficult, but 
almost impossible. These agitators either forget or voluntarily shut 
their eyes to the fact, that in many cases, clemency to the savage is 
po«itivo injury to their fellow-countrymen ; and that forbearance on 
our part is sure to be repaid by increased audacity on the part of the 
offenders, to the heavy cost of the farmer, who is thus left without 
protection or redress. 

A similar case occurred some years ago in Australia, which was 
nearly terminating in the ruin of all the graziers along the border 
line of the interior ; as the shepherds and stock-keepers refused to be 
I'esjwnsible for their charge unless allowed to retaliate upon the blacks 
for the injuries which they inflicted, and for the occasional murder of 
UMXW of tlieir number. 

The I'csult was, that after repeated appeals to the authorities at 
Sydney, which met with no effectual response, the squatters did take 
\\w \\^\\' into their own hands, and having surprised their savage foes 
v^W the top of a wooded hill, slew more than seventy of them, and 
tUuM put un end, for a time at least, to their marauding expeditions. 

Sm^h would liave been the course pursued by our Dutch predeces- 
nwnt tViMU wliom, spite of our superior intelligence, and the compara- 
Uv^ dftrkut>»i>* iu which ignorance and prejudice have enveloped them, 
\Vi> huvi» y vt to learn some useful lessons in the management of native 

IHttiouUieHi it is true, might arise in the prosecution of an enter- 
pi^u um\\ UM I })uve suggested, from the remarkable position of the 
**tvoughoUl of these Bushmen, which has I believe been scarcely ever 
vi4teU by white men, but is supposed to be a deep circular basin in 
thu hv^vi of the Kathlamba, near the sources of the Tugela and 
(>vuuy;e Kiveva, aoceaaiblo only at one point, and there by a narrow 
uiul precujutoua defile, which a knowledge of the locality would 
enable its defenders to maintain against a greatly superior force ; but 
to suppo^ie that these obstacles, even if they have not been exagge- 
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rated, could not be overcome, or that a. well-organized attack upon 
sucli a fou could fail of complete sQctress, is an idea which do colonist 
would entertain for a moment. 

Nor, even if uasaccessful, would it lead to any extension of hosti- 
lities, or tend to embroil us with other and more dangerous ncigh- 
boura. The Sushmen are not, like the EaSrs, part of a great nation, 
between whose scattered tribes, however divided by internal feuds, 
there is on Home pointa a community of feeling sufficient to unite and 
render them truly formidable : on the contraiy, they are, even among 
their fellow-savages, a proscribed race — they dwell apart^" Their 
hand is against every man, and every man's band againet them ;" and 
in compassing their destruction, though we might obtain little efficient 
Hssiatance, yet we should carry with us the entire sympathies of our 
native population, as well as of the Kafirs beyond the Drakenberg, 
all of whom are their deadly enemies, and would rejoice at their 
downfall. 

Our iirst object was a call on a neighbouring Boer, in whose care 
Darnell had left his oxen on his way towards Morit^burg, to recover 
from the fatigue of their long and toilsome journey, and to escape the 
risk which they would have incurred in the lower and less healthy dis- 
tricts of NataL A quarter of an hour's walk up the hank of the river, 
along a winding path broken by deep gullies, and through a wilder- 
ness of mimosas, brought us to the farm, where we found the master, 
Martinns Oosthuizen, busily engaged in the slaughter of an oe. He 
proffered us his hand, which, though bearing evident tokens of his 
occupation, we knew better than to refuse, and invited ua into his 
house. My stock of Dutch was at tlmt time so limited that I was 
unable to join in the conversation which ensued iKtwecn our host and 
Darnell, but I could understand that Oosthuizen assured him of the 
health and safety of the oxen, and of their good condition. While 
we were sitting there, the head of the prettiest horse I had yet seen 
in Africa appeared above the sill, or lower half of the door, and Lieu- 
tenant Mill of the Cape Corps announced himself. He had been 
Ki at the fort for some time, and, from the rcooption which ho 
1 the old farmer, it was plain that he had had the good sense 
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to eultivatu hia Dutch neighbours, and was a frequent and T 
Tiutar kt llicir haiues. Whether the bright cjes of the iJutch lasses 
luid luij'thiiig to do with tJie matter, 1 cannot say ; but certain allu- 
Buns to u dance, and some hIj^ qocatious about " the other evening" 
were sufficient proof that these attroctiouB were not wanting-, and the 
following story, which gave na many a beorty laugh, shows that then 
is spirit as well as beauty to be found among the fair sex of this wild 
region. The event which it relates hod just token place, ood had^L 
cmtued qnite u seosation in that part of the country. 

An English gentleman, whoae duty called him to reside at Bush- 
man's Kiver, had beguiled the time which hung hearily npon his 
hands, by falling in love with the pretty daughter of one of his Boer 
neighbours ; and though the young lady herself manifested no great 
ardour, she was at length induced by the pressing importunities of 
Iier admirer and his friends, to yield a reluctant consent to hia pro- 
posals. Iteport says that these importunities pai'took of the nature of 
threats. However that may be, the happy lover made all prepara^ 
tions for the marriage : bis house was enlarged, new fuiTiiture pnr- 
ehnscd, &c., and on the day appointed the clergyman orrived from 
Maritiburg, a distance of siity-four miles, to perfonn the eeremonji 
There was no " kirk to deck at morning fide ;" but, as in the old song, 
" llie priest and bridegroom wait the bride" in vain. The damsel, 
rppcnting of her engagement as the hour of its fulfilment approached, 
bod actually started ofl' at midnight on a horse, which she Iwrrowed 
from hor iirother-in-law, who was no other than our friend Martinos 
himsi'lf, and, accompanied by her younger brother, had taken a preci- 
pitate flight. She rode for eight hours without " ofl' saddling," and 
OtjVM drew bridle rein till she was " o'er the border." Her first 
wonla wliuu she arrived at her journey's end are worth recording, oh 
tlttiy contain a whole chapter on the feeling which exists between the 
two uationa. Leaping gaily out of her saddle, as if she had token but 
It woi'uiug's ride, she cried, " Ik heb den Engchchman vcrsvhaffd" — 
■■ I've dune the Englishman." There was some talk of a " Jock of 
llii»4Jdtiin" behind ihu scenes, but I believe that the rumour was a 
ud that the young lad^ is still 
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As to the disappointed swain, when, nfter a poreevering search. 
not by "bower and ba'," bat in com-lofts, and cow-houses, and all 
posaible and impossible hiding-placca, he was at length convinced 
that she was gone, bis rage wai eitremc, and the whole Dutch nation 
was included in his vindictive anathemas. The Boers, meanwhile. 
smiled, and said, that Mr. was a ktaaad (angry) man. 

While on the subject of marriage I may remark that the colonial 
law of succession to property is one which is hardly suited to our 
English nations, and which, besides that it bears witness to a rare 
degree of petticoat supremacy, is really productive of many scrions 
evils. On the dcatli of her husband the widow becomes entitled to 
three-fourths of the property, the remaining fourth being divided 
among the children, who are thus left comparatively destitute, in the 
very probable event of their mothers contracting a second marriage. 

This may of course be avoided by a previous deed of settlement, 
or, aa it is here called, an ante-nuptial contract, but to such a pro- 
ceeding the ladies naturally entertain a very decided repugnitnee; 
and once when I was rash enough to attempt its defence in their 
presence, a torrent of reproaches poured in upon me, and to flU up 
the meoBure of my confusion a haughty maiden with flasliing eyes 
exctaiiued, " Sir, were a man to make sach a proposal to me, had he 
the wealth of a king and the virtues of a saint, I should give him his 
dismissal on the spot." I was silenced, as the reader may suppose, 
and was careful not to offend again in like manner during my resi- 
dence in the country, and even here, though at a tolerably safe 
distance, I write these words with fear and trembling. 

In a remote part of the world like that in which we now found 
DQrselves, where ono docs not generally see the best possible speci- 
mens of one's own countrymen, it is olnays a pleasant thing to meet 
an educated Englishman, with whom one can converse on equal 
terms, and in tins respect our thance encounter with Lieutenant 
Mill was particularly fortunate His couitesy and kindness, and his 
agreeable eompauy, made our so]ourn at Bushman's River, which 
would otlierwise hale been mercJj a lexatious though necessary 
delay, one of the most pleaaiUn' (pisodca in our journey, and I the 



Ilk czimitkiiL Bsd iIk meutt df mapen^jug die carcass above the 

Tbe lieast*f besd cmee sadt fatit to dds post, or to a ring in the 
IP'cnjndf the cotf/> de yratt vt nsnalhr admimsteicd by dividing, with 
a Mliarp-fKiinted instrument, the first joint of the spine; when this is 
ftit\H'r\y dotm death is instantaneosi. and almost without pain. But 
mt trM'friful a proceeding did not agree with the temper of these 
MivitKfi huivUijrn, who would therehrhaTc lost the best half of the 
I'Mltrlninrrif'tit, tfcsides which they were by this time much too excited 
(if mIvi< n n\vm\y, and therefore a final blow. Stab after stab was 
iIhiII v^hli furiiMiN energy in any but thefiital part, and while the 
Itlititit n|iimiIimI on nil NidcH, and the poor beast kicked and struggled, 
\sW \M\^\\U\\ (iiniientorN danced for very joy, laughing, tossing their 
HHHM HttHUli ihmI i1U|)1iiying the most intense gratification. I may as 
\\\M \*\\\ft^* IIm' mpimm* whieh was eminently disgusting, but at which I 
w\\\\\ Mt4 iM'lp \^Uhlii|r that some of the "Aborigines Protection 

\\ \\'^*\ \\\W\' w ili\Y lUu'lug our stay on the banks of this beauti* 
\\\\ ^\\S'm\x \\\\\ v\i> I'luuKV iutu its waters, deriving fresh vigour and 
\\\ \\Mk \\\^\\\ VW'SS \\\\\\wMkau a smooth ledge of rock, sheltered by 
\\kv \<^s\V. \\\\W\\ u^' \\\^\\ uln^vt) it, formed our dressing-room, from 
\\\\\\M \\\ \\^'^\\\ \\\W u \\v\A\\ i^f tvu or twelve feet of water. These 
i« \\ '. \^ VV ^'^^^^^ ^<« tlu' Uutvh iHidl them, are to be seen in all the 
iV«\U\\ \\\\\i, s\\\\\ \i\i\ w\\t\\\\m\\i\y in the smaller brooks or spruits. 
\\ \\\\\ \\<\,\ v^u»ai vUv^ ^tvv'mu tht^i^^ is usually a slight fall or rapid, 
|iuuUi«^UMb i^* ^ v^vv|» |KH^» Mow which there is generally to be 
li'^nui i^ Utui vu UiilV 'riu'Mi) |hhUm, which I have often found, on 
UhU^ti W iUv> Mtv^VMi |H^ViHl with a flooring smooth and even as 
^KiluUiii (utul)ic, wvvv th^^ tUvourito haunts of the hippopotamus, 
»luu llwa uiuuiul \\U4 \muv vHimmon within the colony, and before 
Uu am ill lUu i^utv^uuut^ httd MtOTtlcd their solitary retreats, and 
iiiiiud liuyui. umv4(g \\wW lunls. Underneath these ledges were 
iluii biiiit. i'UuiuWvMi \\\\W\i tht) diver, to his great risk, discovers 
iut li lii iUU vUv> ttuvluw< 'V\w}' MV still called zee hoe gats (Hippopo* 
tiuuuts UuU'ti). 
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On the further hank was a solitary little cahin in which, howovor, 
the spirit of trada was actively at work, makiiiff for itsolf a frniih 
Btorting-place from, which to spread over the whole of this now dorto- 
late region. Ilere as spruce a shopkeeper as ever stood behind a 
London counter, with a large-eyeil, theatrical- looking wife, from tho 
sweet shades of Norwood, and one or two thumping babies, h«d 
established himself, and, monopolizing the customof tho little gnrrisoii 
with that of chance travellers, was already doing a busineiis whieh 
would be considered very decent in a country town in England. It 
sounded quaintly enong'h in such a place to hear the wife, with hnr 
empreui and ratlier affected manner, apologize for iho dishuhillo of 
her husband who was plastering the wall of his tiny shop. Nor did 
it appear less strange when we inqnired into the content* of tho 
store, to liear of champagne, English preserves, and otht-r super- 
fluities, to which we had bidden a long odiea. We treated onrwlvii, 
however, to the luxury of a uice loaf made by the fair hand* of Mr*. 
Flory herself, and sixteen fresh eggs, for which we paid a •hilling. 

Otlober S.- — Struck tent and inspanncd our oien, wliiek had been 
drireD in the previons evening, and which, in spite of Ooathuiisen'* 
assttntnccs, did not seem to have gained much by their «tay on bM 
brm- Indeed they presented a miserable appearance, — two only of 
the small though hardy ZdId breed, which thiive nndcr all nreu»- 
stances, htoking fit for woA.. 1 have by me the name* of the ows, 
which, as a euriooty to Enghah readers, I iiuert, with their ntftt 
tire pUecs in the cpui : — 



The wfaeefan, or pole oun, am eaDed by dw nvtdk who* (AnM- 
ology u nnitB^^ adoftEd in sH "—***— * *g"^*t ^ wwf/iiu,mrlk*r 
Mfdi. TIm Bcxt jmr aamt meMer. the mat sp sn, tlw max f mdH, 
wad M on lill lb fflffil bat ow, wldeb «m calhd *■«( n*r. i 
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tion 1 can offer is conlained in the names of two towns on the oppo- 
site sides of the Seine, jffacfleur and ffuaSenr,~%o I leave the matt« 
to belter linquists than myself. 

Bidding adieu to Mill, whom a, predatory incursion of bis pleasant 
neighbours the Bushmen summoned in adiffercnt direction, we crossed 
fiuahman'B River, and ilstributnr}' the little one ofthc same name, and 
began the ascent of a steep hill ou the other side. Here the weak 
state of our oxen began to tell, and after a similar scene to that which 
I have attempted to describe at tte commencement of the chapter, we 
were obliged to ouC^pan foiu- of tliem, and drive them on hj the side, 
eontenting ourficlves with a reduced teura of eight. Towards evcniDg, 
we entered upon a less hilly countrj' dotted with thorns, and ont- 
spunned for the night at lilaauwKrans Spruit, tlie scene of one of the 
most frightful massacrcB on record, even among savages. 

Four hundred Dutch familea, m 
their first entrance into Natal, were 
along the banks of this stream and il 
ominous title of "Moord Spruit," wi 
Zulus, and, in spite of a gallant defence, 
murdered. 

The details of the affair are too horrible to mention ; but I have 
been informed by Paul Qeste, now magistrate of Hurriamitb, that he 
himself superintended the burial of 250 corpseH on one side of the 
Spruit, while at least an equal number were interred on the other. 
Darnell had seen and conversed with a woman, one of the few 
survivors of this tragedy, who bore fearful witness to its reality, 
having still the marks of seventeen distinct assegai stabs on her 
person. Her name is, I think, RatK. 

The unfortunate party was commanded at tbo time of the on- 
slaught by Grejiing and Gert Maritz, the latter of whom gave one- 
half of its name to Piefer MaritKburg. The chief commander, Pieter 
Relief, after whom the town is also called, had been invited by the 
wily Dingaan to a feast at his own " Kraal," and had gouc there in 
unsuspecting confidence, with sixty of his party, hoping to conciliate 
fntnre molei 



=n, wives, and children, who, on 
Encamped witb their COO wagona, 
s tributary, which now bears the 
■re treacherously surprised by the 
'e almost all barbarously 
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TTie main body who wcra left with the wagons, being thus compara- 
tively unprotected, fell an easy prey to the swarm of Zulus dispatched 
by Dingaan for their destruction ; as for Hetief and his hand, I need 
hardly aay that they never retui-ned from the feast, where they were 
butchered like the poor ox, whose fate I have described, and with the 
same manifostattons of delight and triumph. 

October 9, — Darnell shot a large hawk, measnring more than three 
feet between the tips of the wings. These birds, and the white 
spotted crow, are continnallj hovering over the outspans, especially 
when food is preparing. 

A short trek over a flat country brought ua to the Tugela, the 
principal river of Natal, which is here more tlian a hundred yards 
wide. Crossing it, we outspanncd for three or four hours, in order to 
give Macken ale time to mokeu loaf. Evening trek through the most 
picturesque country we had yet seen. Our route led us for some dis- 
tance along the iMUiks of the Tugtla, width was here very beautiful, 
in one spot especially, where the river was crowed by one of the 
rocky ledges I have mentioned, and expanded below into a pool of 
more than ordinary width, the banks of which were covered with 
really green grass, and on the further side omamentGd with cluwiw 
of mimosas ; the scene was charming, and almost realized ihe falla- 
cious descriptions of park-like scenery, with which the guide-books 
abound. Leoving tliese beauties with reluctance, we now came upon 
a. desert of stones, the whole surface of the connlry being literally 
covered by them. After toiling up one or two rocky hills, between 
which we caught a glimpse of the irregular outline of the great 
Drakcnberg, we outspanned on a plain by a solitary hameel doom 
tree, a lofty species of mimosa, so called from its leaves being the 
food of the stately giraffe. 

This evening ne saw seven rheehoks (JRedunea caprvolue] with 
a young lamb ; and Darnell got a long shot which, however, was ua- 
Guccessful. This was the first appearance of game since we left 
Moritaburg. 

Hie whole of this district, now so solitary, bears marks of having 
; thiokly iuhabiicd. On every side, the ruins of old cattle 



r 



t* STOsr HESERTa. 

kraals, raunil inctosurcs of loose aloncs, meet tbc eye i bat not a nii( 
native is lo bo seen. Thej- have all been driven out or exterminkt 
hj Chaka, that mniiBter in human form, of whoso atrocitie* Tl 
IsaiLca has given moat frightful acconuta in his intcreedi)^ book < 
NftUI. 

October 10.— Through a flat country, iprinkled with thonu, 
" Klip River," a narrow stream, with steep banks, whore 
oxen stnrk again, and detained ns a good hour. A new villa^ 
been founded on the banks of this stream, to which the ridioulooi 
name of " Ladysmith " has been g-tven as a pcndanti I suppose, to 
of Harrismith, on the olher side of the mountain. Wo had intended 
visiting the place, and paying our respects to its able and effii 
magistrate, Caploin Strubin ; but we mtsacd the route, and found toll 
late that we h[td passed it by. Our afternoon's treli was the most 
tedions we bad yet made, and was rendered doubly unploosant by 
dry, aoarcbing wind, which blew right iu our teelh. 'llie aspect of thft 
country now changed, presenting avast plain, arid, burned, ondston}', 
varied only by small round hills, or hu^cs, which were scattered 
here and there on the otherwise level surface, and seemed rather ta 
have dropped down from above, than to form integral parts of th« 
scenery. The outline of the Drakcnberg became hourly more distinct 
standing high up ngoiust the sky, a fine background to a dreary and 
nninferesting picture. 

Many a rare and beautiful flower bloomed in tho bare soil, or lifted 
its head above tlie huge atones which eneumbered tho ground- — flowers 
that would have delighted the eye of the horticulturist, and would 
have been valued Irtasures in an English conservatory. Many of 
them are yet unknown to scieneo ; at least thoy puzzled Darnell, who 
is an accomplished botanist ; but i'or myself, I would rather have 
one bank of green, turf and one spreading elm, than the rarest flower 
that ever bore the palm at Chiawiek, or filled half a dozen pages at 
the " Gardener's Chronicle." 

I'heae plains, however, ore not always so desolate : let one short 
month pass, and the wilderness of ashes shall be changed into a vast 
carpet of lusuriont green, which the enthusiastic traveller shall d»- 
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«ortbe in glowing terms, Btigraatizing this jouraal aa fulae or prejudi- 
cial. But nevermind! It is better to be agreeably disappointed thnn 
the reverse,— wJiich was my lot. 

llie melancholy iiDpression which the scene was in itself calculated 
t*) produce woe increased by the aspect of the few farms over which 
we passed. They were for the most part entii'ely deserted, and last 
relapsing into a state of nature. Where are the owners ? — the sturdy 
Boers, who, as they fondly fancied, had bought this fair country to 
themselves for a perpetual inheritance P Over yon range of moun- 
tain, across the distant Vnal, far up towards the Limpopo, whoso course 
is yet a problem to geography— they have fled from British govern- 
ment, from British interference. There the little republic stagnates 
in safe obscurity, and sends mesaoges of innocent defiance across tlie 
Iwrder. And there lot tliem remain, since they wiJl have it so. We 
would be well content that they should stay among us, and become 
one with us, in the hope that prejudices and animosities might be 
tubbed off on both sides by close and continual intercourse. But we 
will not now disturb them in their banishment ; our hands are full 
enough as it is. Let them not think, however, to hand down to their 
posterity even these remote solitudes, — for, as surely as the Orange 
Kiver rtms into the Atlantic Ocean, or the Nile into the Mediterranean, 
BO surely will the energy and perseverance of the Anglo-Saxon, his 
powers, nay, even his very language, penetrate, subdue, and civilize 
the interior of this voat continent, from Abyssinia to the Cape, frxtm 
the Channel of Mozambique to the Pillars of Hercules. 

And yet it was a sad sight, this premature decay— this ruin with- 
out the softness of eld- — this death before life had well struggled into 
existence ; and it suggested a gloomy train of thought, which the 
ix-oder wiU thank me for forbearing to inflict upon him. 

Bight glad were we all, when baring, after a long search, dis- 
Dovereda smallspruit, not quite dried up, the oxen were halted and out- 
spanned for the night under the lea of one of the round kopjes which 
I have mentioned above. 

Oetiiber 11. — This morning our horses, which had been knee- 
tJlUJtored as usual, and turned out to graze the previous evening, were 
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not to he found. We had nothing for it but to deapatch theo 
Aaron and Kmett, on the spaor, and to await their retora with what 
patience we might. 

A Hottentot, I should observe, like a poat-boy, is always a boy 
though he bo tottering with age ; whether he enjoys the aami 
sally conceded privilege of immortality, I have not been able i 
tain. The Kaflr war has ere now solved that problem. Would that 
itself might be solved aa easily. 

Wo passed the day as we could, gathering flowers which w 
unable to name, cleaning and trying our guns, and sleeping, — the great 
resovrce in a hot climate. The weather, however, 1 
Bibly cooler as wc approached the mountains. Towards evening, 
Aaron and Kinett came back with the horses, wllich they had tracked 
to our last outspan, whither Ihey had returned for fresher pasture- 
Here they had found nothiug but laat year's grass, yellow and 
withered. Darnell also returned from an unauceossful search for 
game ; and Mackenzie, with better fortune, brought a sheep, which 
he had purchased at a neighbouring farm for four dollars (bL 
lings). The Boer had at first refused to sel! it, but was overruled liy 
bis better half, who had, as she said, travelled across the desert her- 
Eclf, and having experienced the wont of food, could feel for poor fel- 
lows in the same predicament " Haud ignara mali." Kind crea- 
ture ! How thonkliil we were ; for wc had actudly no meat, and the 
mountain air sharpened our appetites. 

Octoher 12. — A short trek brought us again to Klip River, where, 
the ascent on the other side appearing very steep, and a storm conung 
on, we outspanned, and were glad to huddle up in the wagon for shel- 
ter, shivering with cold. But the rain soon ceasing, we resolved to 
attempt the drift, and endeavoured to moke the bank less slippery by 
ihrowing over it some dry earth and ashes, the contents of a c 
hole in the ground, that appeared to have done service for an 
Notwithstanding our precautions, the o\eu stuck, and the usual pro- 
cess was repeated. Darnell Ughtcd hia pipe, and walked straight 
tt-head— his invariable hahit on these oecasions| Barkley busied 
I energetically among the homa and tails of the unfortunate 
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oxen i ihc Hottentots worked well, being in their clement ; >lnt- 
kenzie appeared Terj active, bat did nothing ; and your humble scr- 
Tant fulfilled his uDottDd task of setting the slonra under the wheels, 
at the imminent risk of crushing hia fingetB. At length the oxen 
ohosB to Irek all at onue {which, if they had chosen to do two honre 
before, they would have saved themselves and us a great deal of 
trouble), and drew the wogou out with the greatest ease. The fact 
is, that in these long spans half the strength is wasted, from tile dif- 
Jiculty of making all the oxtn draw together, which they are very 
rarely persuaded to do. 

Thence over u gently nndnlating conntry, the veld improving as 
we proceeded, till we struck the Klip River again, and ontspanned 
on its aoutheni bank under a stony hiU covered with the prickly 
aloe, whose dead leaves helped to make oar iire. Here we bathed, 
dined, and stayed the rest of tlie day. We were now within a short 
lyek of the Drakenherg, whicli on a nearer view rather disappointed 
our expectutiona both as to height and boldness of outline. Indeed 
it seemed little more than a very high range of grassy hill, broken at 
iiLter*-ala by dark woody kloofs, but presenting no formidable bnrricr 
to our exit. We liad approached t!ie mountains at the point of their 
smallest and least abrupt elevation, leaving the loftier and more inac- 
cessible portion of the range far away to the south and west. That 
the reader may the better understand our position, and the general 
nature of these mountains, I wiU here quote the words of Dr. Stunger, 
Surveyor-General of Natal, which will convey a more correct idea 
than any deseriplion that I can offer. I citraot them from Mr. 
Christopher's work on Natal. 

" The Draakberg, instead of being considered as one continuous 
chain of mountains, may be more correctly divided into two, of differ- 
ent geological structures, and having different dirEctioiiB; the one 
forming tlie north-western boundary I shall call the Small Urauk- 
berg, and the other, forming the western boundai^ tho Great Draak- 
berg, The north-western portion of the Draakberg is of tho averai-i; 
altitade of five thousand feet above the level of the sea, and about 
n hundred feet above the general level of the country at its bniHj. 



^m 



I 



The oatUne is in general round and soft, pre&cndng some remitrkablc 
features, and occasion all j' high lable-landH «ith precipitous udes. 
These mountains arc composed of beds of sandstone cut through bj 
veiuB of trap, and diminiEh in height as thej advance to the north- 
east, nntil at some distauDe bcj'ond the Bourcc of the Umzimjad they 
appear to terminate in low hills- They are passable almost at any 
part by horses and cattle, but there are only three paHses in use by 
the Boers : one near Bezuidenhout's farm, in lat. 28° 33' south, and 
long. 38' 44' east, and one at De Beer's, in lat 2S° S6' south, and long. 
26' 52" east ; and another a little to the south-went of Bezuidenhout's. 
The two former ore in constant use, the latter rarely." 

[It was by this latter pass, which to any but on African wagoner 
woald appear impracticable, that the Boers made their first entrance 
into Nalal. I have never seen it ; but my companions, who descended 
the mountain by that route, describe it as almost precipitous, and 
consisting in some ports of shelves of rock, down which the wagon 
drops three or four feet at a jump. They accomplished the descent 
in safety, but, while outapannod at the foot of the mountains, saw a 
Dutch wagon, whose driver was either less skilful or less fortunate, 
ZoU irom the top to the bottom. One can imagine the result.] 

" The Circnt Drankberg, or that portion of it which forma the 
western boundary, has a direttion N.N.W. and S.S.E. The junctioii 
of this with the former, or Small Draakberg, is ten or twelve miles to 
the south-west of Bczuidenhont's pass; from tliis point rises the 
Tugcla. These mountains are much higher than tlie others, and are 
quite impassable, presenting a rugged outline and bold predpitouB 
Mcarpmcnts. 

" From a distant view, from the nature of the outline (not having 
Ifeen near them} I infer that tliey are granite." 

I should add thut the native name " Kathlambo," though common 
to the whole range, te more especially applied to this last division, 
'%hich Dr. Stanger has colled the Greot Draakberg. 

The reader will at once perceive that it was the Lesser Draakberg 
which we were now aiiprooching ; in fact we were in the neighbour- 
of De Beer's pa^a, though we contemplated making the ascent 
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by anotlier road, a little to the north-east of De Beer's, and known by 
the name of tie " Qnog'ga Pad," from being the nsual traclt of thefiu 
animals in tlieii annual miffrations between the Sovereignty and the 
higher porta of Natal. This is eonsidered the coraeat pasa for a loaded 
wagon, and is therefore in most ireqnent use. 

Easy as it might be, it waa pretty clear that it would prove loo 
mneh for our reduced span of eight oxen in their present feeble and 
emadated condition, and a committee of ways and means wa^ accord- 
ingly beld, in which it was determined that Darnel! shontd set uiT 
the following morning for the new town of Ilarrismith, wliich lay 
about twenty miles beyond the Drakenbcrg, at the foot of the Plaat- 
berg, a very remarkable table-mountain, whose summit waa even now 
viaible in the clear hoiizon. This was to be our first halt, if not the 
end of our jonraey, my friends having partly made up their minds 
to the purchase of a farm in its neighbourhood, and here Darnell ex- 
pected to find two oxen, which he had left in the care of n farmer 
on his downward route, and to be able to hire others if necoBsarj to 
help UB over the pass. 

October 13. — At daybreak Darnel! started, mounted on " Schut- 
kraal,"an old bay horse, wliich, as ilia narae infers, had been purchased 
out of the Pound for sixty-four rix-doilorB, and which, being a hardy 
animal, had suffered less than the others from ehunge and deficiency 
of pasture, or from the long ding behind the wagon. Barkley and 
I made a short trek to the foot of the Brakenbcrg, crossing the Klip 
Bivur on our way, for the third time, with the usual incidents, 
our best OK, Koopman, narrowly escaping from strangling himaelfin 
the yoke. 

Tlie scenery became more and more varied and picturesque as wo 
advanced {when is not mountain scenery beautiful ?), and our out- 
span was a delicious spot. 

A mountain stream of crystal purity ran babbling through the 
windings of a narrow valley, now hidden among tall reeds, now run- 
ning evenly between soft graasy banks, anon rushing swiftly over 
smooth beds of ruck, whose every vein might be traced through the 
medium of its glassy waters, or diving into a miniature ravine be- 
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twccn steep overhanging cliffs, whose sides were clothed with shrabs 
and creeping plants, and here and there with trees of fantastic growth, 
which cast a dark shadow on the little pool that slept beneath, un- 
\isited by the fierce rays of the noonday sun, ever fresh and cool 
and nnruf&cd save by 'a leaf dropping from above, or the light dance 
of a buzzing insect on its surface. A steep hill-side, which we had 
just descended, sprinkled with thorns and evergreen shrubs, walled 
in the valley to the cast, terminating just where the stream made an 
abrupt angle, and was lost to view in a deep klocf^ whose recesses 
the eye sought in vain to penetrate ; while to the west the ground 
sloped gently upward, and then broke into knolls and hoehs, ofc cor- 
ners and ridges and hollows, and more kloofs and more ravines just 
as the roots of the Drakenbcrg might chance, as they struck into the 
soil of Natal, to spread, or swell, or twist, or bury themselves beneath 
or above its surface. The earth was covered with rich verdure, and 
for the colouring of the picture, in the exquisite varieties of light and 
shade, a painter alone could do it justice. 

Here we spent a day of quiet enjoyment (for it was Sunday, and 
we had arrived before noon) wandering along the course of our little 
stream, and filling our senses with beauty till our conversation took 
quite a poetical turn. Do not be alarmed, gentle reader ! I am not 
going to conclude this day's journal with " Lines on the Draken- 
bcrg.** 

Wo started several ourebis, and I do not say that we might not 
have been tempted, spite of poetry and sentiment, to fire at them, but 
our dogs started them out of shot, and we were spared the alternative. 
Volteiu and Kafirland, however, had no hesitation on the matter, and 
continued the chase long after it was hopeless, — which indeed it was 
from the first, — the ourebi being the swiftest of the antelope species, 
and few dogs a match for him, 

October 14. — Breakfast was just over, and we were smoking our 
matutinal pipes in the shadow of the wagon, when we were aroused by 
Aaron's cry of " Keek ! daar de JBaas^** andf looking up, saw Darnell 
slowly descending the hill on foot, driving Schutkraal before him, 

• See^ there is the master. 



wlioae drooping heaiJ, and tottering pace, plainly showed tliol he wm 
thoroughly knocked up. Nor did our friend appear in much better 
plight Wet, weary, and haggard, and, if the truth must be told, not 
in the best of humoiirs : 
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He said little till he hod finishsd a cup of strong coffee, and hud 
made considerable inroads into Mackenzie's last loaf (capital broad the 
fellow made by the by), then, being in somo measure refreshed, ho 
gave lis the following history of hia adventures : — 

" I ascended the pass, in which there is only one awkward bit for 
a wagon, and followed the track that appeared to lead towards the 
Piaotberg; but as there wore Bcverol roads branching off in different 
directions, I did not feel quite sure, and chancing to meet a Uoer with 
his wagon, I asked him the way. The rascal most have misled me 
on purpose. 1 thought I saw a grin on his countcnatico us he waa 
speaking. I rode on for at least twenty miles, till the old horse 
showed evident symptoms of faliguo; whereupon I off-aaddled, and 
leaving him to graao in a green hollow, walked five or sii miles 
fiirthcr, but though I gained the top of a liiU which commanded an 
estenaive view, 1 could see nothing like durp, or farm, or hnman 
habitation of any kind. I had nothing for it now but to return to 
the spot where I had left the horse, and, having mounted, 1 set off at 
a good pace, hoping ta reach the wagon before night. At first be 
appeared i-efreabcd, and went pretty well, but be soon began to flag 
again, and when within about ten miles of ilie top of the mountain 
came to a dead stand-stiU. I plied whip and spur m long as they 
produced any effect (here Darnell Ghowed hia Molucca hunting crop, 
wliich was shivered into fibres), and then looked out for a sleeping- 
place. I chose a dry flat rock in the bed of a shrunken stream, tole- 
rably sheltered by tlie banks, hut I need not tell you, quite sufficiently 
exposed for the climate, which is several degrees colder than below 
the mountain, and not particularly suited to an asthmatic constitution. 
There was a small drizzling rain, too, throughout the night, which 
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did not improre my podtion. From every quarter came the howl of 
ike jadcal and hyemi^ — a pleasant lullaby — and once or twice I tiiooght 
I heard the distant roar of a lion, which effsctoallj counteracted any 
difposition to sleep. It was just in that neighboorhood that Laoey 
the * Smous' had a fine horse killed by the side of his wagon, and I 
confess the thought made me feel rather uncomfortable. Schutkraal, 
I think, must have shared my apprehensions, for when I rose from 
my hard couch in the grey of the morning, and tried to approach him, 
he thought it better to decline the interview, evidently regarding me 
with an eye o( suspicion. Knee-haltered as he was, it took me more 
than two hours to catch him, and when caught, I found him so little 
recovered from yesterday's fatigue, that I was obliged to walk almost 
the whole distance, driving him before me as you saw. I was lucky 
enough, however, to meet a man at the top of the mountain, from 
whom I ascertained that there is a Dutch &rmer within two miles of 
this place, who has oxen for sale or hire. So let Mackenzie go at 
once and see about it ; he can buy a sheep at the same time. As for 
me, I shall turn into the wagon and take a snooze." 

And I think, dear reader, that if you had ridden forty miles and 
walked twenty, passed a wet night on a stone, knocked up your 
horse, lost your way, missed the object of your journey, and fasted 
for thirty hours, you would have been right glad to follow his 
example. 
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OeliAer 15. — Macfcensae's embassy proved highly micceasftil. At 
daybrcftk I was nwokc by a peculiar Rhout, whith I at once recog- 
nized ui tlmt of a Kafir herdsman, and, creeping (i\it from under ihc 
■wagon, HHTT B, troop of huge shadowy creaturtB advancing through 
the mist, followed by what appeared a weird giant of nnmeasared 
height, and undistinguished form. 

Ab they drew nearer, they Bubsided into a span of fourteen bean- 
tiM little Zulu oxen, of uniform size, shape, and colour, and a tall 
native, wmpt in a cow-hide, and carrying the carcass of an animal, 
by oourtesy called a uhccp, though the piebald thing had a very goat- 
like appearance, which its taate, if I remember right, did not fail to 
justify. The Kafir aanonnced the speedy orrivai of his " Baas," and 
■we had scarcely finished a hasty breakfast, when the old Boer made 
his appearance, mounted on a strong good-looking chestnut, and 
leading a stout bay. He was clad in « narrow striped jacket, such as 
footmen in England occasionally wear, and trousers of black cordm-oy ; 
hia hat was tied up in a many-coloured handkerchief, and at his side 
hung a huge powder-horn. 

His moualache and whiskers were united, and both were snow- 
white, and his eounlcnajice waa more espreaaive and less stolid than 
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^^V that of most of his countijmeii, while hia ttame vaa that of a toll 
^^U powL'Tful rnan. 

^^H Hans de Lange, for such was his name, wa.i altogether a ver^fine- 

^^K looking uld fellow, and did not beUe the character which he bears of 
^^^B B. hmvo man, and a keen sportsman, and cspcciallj of a daring and 
^^^H anccessfnl lion-hunter. 

^^^1 Dismounting, he shook hands with ua acverallj, hid ua a gmff but 

^^^1 heartj* "goeden dag" and garo the order to inspan. The first part 
^^^B of the ascent was very gradual, so that notwithstanding the slipperj 
^^^P state of the gTX)nnd (for a drizzling rain was falling), wc proceeded 
^^^H Bteadilj onward, almost impcrcepHhlj' rising, till many of the klooft, 
^^^B whose snmmits, as we gazed upwards from below, had been lost in 
^^H^ the momiog miat, yawned at our feet as we passed along their upper 
edge, like the mouths of huge caldrons, seething with dense clouds 
of vapour. Here and there we came upon knolls covered with the 
evergreen Suiker bos a graceful shrub, which imparted a lawn-like 
cultivated appearance to the spot oil which it grew, and added soft- 
ness to a scene which, though wild, exhibited none of the stem 
features of a more rocky and precipitous range. In little more than 
an hour wc had reached a bit of table land, about half way up tha 
mountain, and here, aa the worst part of the ascent was yet to come, 
and it was not judged safe to proceed in the present state of the 

■ ground, we were reluctantly compelled to outspan. 
Even in this solitary spot we were not alone. A wagon, which 
had passed us the previous evening, stood on one side of the rood, its 
long treck touie hanging idly on the ground, while a thick smoke that 
struggled up through the fine rain, and a savoury odour that greeted 
OUT nostrils, were unmistakeable signs of that cooking animal, man. 

We soon recognized Mr. Murphy, one of those cnterpriBing traders, 
or, as they are coloiiially termed, snuiitBen, wlio joumoy through the 
deserts of the interior supplying the wants whiuh have arisen with 
the growth of ciriliitation among the remote Boers and natives, and 
who are, to the scattered population of their thinly-inhabilod districts, 
what the itinerant pedlars once were to tlie secluded villages of Eng- 
land — retailers of damaged stuffl and old news, of tinsel jei 
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and idle gossip. Like lie pedlars also, if report spoata truly, tliey 
have no objection, when tbej meet with a safe cuEtomer, to deal in 
TOntrabiind gvods, and many a iiia$ket> and many a pound of powdor 
Iliat are now doing terrible execution upon our brave soldiers, may 
have been supplied by their agency. 

They seldom deal for money. The Boer ia naturally a hoarder of 
gold, and is very loth to open the cheBt, or disturb the buried atook- 
ing; und, as for the savage, his vrcalth doea not consist in stamped 
coin. But their wagona return to the great towns loodcd with bags 
o! mealies (Indian corn), or with a far more precioua cargo of ivory 
and skins, while herds of cattle and horses, tho produce of many a 
clever bargain, follow in their train. There are few people for whoni 
a roving occupation like this, once experienced, does not possess a 
peculiar fascination ; nor is the AMcan gjiioui an exception to tho 
rule, — hardship, privation, and danger threaten him in vain. His 
wagon may break down in tlic bore desert, where not a stick can be 
found to repair the damage; bia cattlo may sicken and die, hia oxeu 
fail in mid-journey i the Hon may carry off his beat horses, whoeu 
price had already been fixed, and for whom a sure purchaser was in 
prospect i he may Buffer hunger and thirat, and the cstromos of heat 
and cold ; none of these things are HufHcicnt lo diaenchant him, or 
to inspire him with a wish for a more settled and less adventuraus 
existence*; the town soon weaiies him, and, after snatching u short, 
though often a riotoua season of enjoyment, as men are wont to do 
■when intervals of holiday are brief and far between — the sailor on 
shore, the Australian settler on his annual visit to Sidney with bia 
yield of wool, the Can:idian lumberer when " stream driving' 
and the logs of a winter's chopping delivered to a merchant — like 
these, ho returns with fresh zest to hia darhng occupati 
vagon is reloaded witli goods, his oxen inspauned, and he ia off again 
to the wilderness, prcpai'ed, if need be, to encounter tho sai 
greater hoidahips than before, and confident, in the end, of reaping a 
golden harvest. 

Nor are such anticipations Ukely to bo disappointed. Secure from 
Klition, and subject to no hiw, but that of the seller' 
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Bcienoe, — not a. very fevourable one for the bnycr, — the trade cannot 
be otherwise thnn hicrntive. The outlay, moreover, is Bmall in propolf- 
tion to the profits, which nre enonnonsi the risk is trifling, and the 
rttum immediate. Of course, in these bargains, there is plenty of 
room for the exertiao of that species of commercial shrewdness which 
is apt to stretch the Iwunds of honesty to their farthest extent ; t 
when Greek meets Greek, the game is fair cnonghi but it is obvri 
that in nine cases out of ten, the Dutch, or native purchaser, can hiiTfe 
OS tittle chance in a bargain with the stnoua, as a norice on the turf 
in the hiinda of a professed leg. 

Smi, these men are fat from being useless in their generation 
they are the links between the busy ports and the far interior ; thef 
bring into notice many vnlnabie prixlnctions which would, but fot 
them, remain unknown to the commercial or the Bcientifio world] 
they open up the buried resources of theirunvisitod regions; theyarb 
tho pioneers of ciTihzHtionj and, if they do now and then take ad- 
vantage of their unsophisticated customers, when have white ni 
their intercourse with their fellows of a darker hue, failed to do th6 
like? Is not the whole history of our coniniercc with the Americtti 
Indians iull of such instances ? Who does not remember the story d! 
the fraud practised on the Blackfect Indians, which changed theit 
friendship into deadly enmity P How the Americnu free-traders gave, 
in exchange for piles of beaver and buffalo skins, a few grains of 
powder, telling these credulous nalivcs that the seed would produofe 
an abundant crop— and liow the Indians, the next season, retaliated 
the abominable tricls, promising that the skins should be forthcoming 
when the seed appeared above the ground? No such euormity hab 
ever been laid to the charge of the African trader, and if w 
clined to be over scrupulous, we must be silenced by tho old proverb, 
" JVon est inquirendum nnde venit venison." While the reader, there- 
fore, cuts the leaves of tliis book with his ivory paper-knife, let hinl 
thank Messrs. Murphy and Co., for the luxury, and not be too curious 
about the price of the tusk from which it was made. 

But where is Mr. Murphy all this time P I have been very negli- 
. owe him, and Mra. Murphy also, ft 
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giving Tne no point d'appui\~-eaoW puU threw me &irly on m^ bock, 
to the no amall aniustment uf our two Hottentots, who laughed up- 
rou-ioQsly. 

HuiViiig got over the difficulty oui-Mlves, wo ran back to a 
Hurjihy, who hud not followed our track aoexactly Imt that Mb Iowse 
wheel hud slipped off the road, aad u capsiKe waa inevitable, when, 
just as oiir united ctforta were toiling, a lucky bolt of the oxen, which 
appeared to threaten oerlaiu destruction, extricated liim ttonv all 
danger. The oxen, I suppose, content with this inToluatary feat, re- 
fused to face the last accent, and it was not till twelve of a 
were yoked in front of hie own, making a span of four and twenty, 
that hia wagon was drawn up, and stood beside oi 
the Urakenberg. A nioment'Bbrfathing,^for it has been sharp work, 
— and then we turn to look at the view, which is well worth all the 
trouble we have Imd to reach il 

Beneath us lay discovered in their deep rcceaees many a wooded 
kloof, rich in the variety of foliage, shrubs, and flowers, and orna- 
mented here and there with Bne timber trees. A rich carpet of Ter- 
djire clothed the side and foot of the ber^, as well as its summit, 
while beyond, and far as the eye could reach, the Natal country lay 
stretched out before us like a map, the fresh green gradually fading 
into yellow and brown, as il receded from the mountain, and. the 
round kiijijes that dotted the surface, looking like overgrowa ant- 
heaps, bore, treeless, and desolate. 

I have forgotten to mention that real ant-heaps form a consider- 
ablo teature in Sooth African scenery. For miles and miles they ai 
the only objects that meet the weary IraveUer'a eye, mayhap recallin 
to him, by the regularity in which they occur, and by tlieit rescn 
Uance in size and shape, the manure heaps that are lying ready to \ 
spread over the cultivated fields of hia deserted English farm, which, 
in spite of taxes, landlords, and hard times, he already begins to look 
back upon with fond regret. T hoy aro of a light grey colour, i 
Iwkcd hard by the sun, and arc said to make tolerable bricks. 

Connected witli them, also, is a far less pleasant a 
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we find them used as an instmraent of perhaps the mosl infernal tor- 
ture that tha ingenuity of man, " Suadente diabalo," has ever invented. 
The wretched victim, whether prisoner of wor or offending subject, 
having heen smeared with some oily aub3ta,nce, was partially interred 
in one of these heaps, when, if not previously roasted by the burning 
sun, he was literaUy dDvourod dive by the myriuds of insects which 
have their habitation there ! I have heard it aaacrted that sorae of 
oar own countrymen hare met this dreadful fate ; but I would lain be- 
lieve this to be without foundation. 

And now having climbed tho mountain, the reader will doabtless 
be preparing himself for its descent on tie other side. What, then, wilt 
be his surprise when he Icama that there is no such thing; but that 
the summit, lilce the top of Jack's celebrated bcan*staik, is the level of 
a vast tract of country occupying an area of about 50,000 square miles. 
We are now in the Vaal River district, the most northerly division of 
the Orange River Sovereignty. 

As this extensive territory is beginning to attract public notice, 
and is, I fear, likely still ftirther to engross it, from the spread of dis- 
affection among the coloured inhabitants, it may not be amiss to give 
a brief account of its history, natural capabilities, and guographieal 

The Sovereignty is bounded on the south by the Orange River, the 
great artery of South Africa, which sepurateH it from the Cape Colony 
Proper, or, as it is generally called, the Old Colony. To the north, it 
is bounded by the ■' Likwa," or Vaal River, which at present consti- 
tutes the well-defined limits of the sonthem line of the self-couatituted 
Dutch Repubhc, to which I have, in a former chapter, made casual 
allusion. To the west, theboimdory ia formed by tho coufluenceof this 
stream with the Orange River. Both these rivers take their rise in 
different pai'ts of the Katldamba or Drakenberg mountains, whose 
continuous ranges, known by different local names, form a natu 1 
barrier lo tho eastward, utterly impassable for a great portion ofTts 
length, and efiectually dividing the Sovereignty from the Zulu co 
(.JSat al, and tho line of sea-bord-nhich stretches southward to Kflfa.1"^' 
; is divided into four districts = that of Bloem Foutein to^L 
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south and south-west, in which is the town, of the same name, the 
capital of the country and seat of Government ; that of Caledon, whose 
principal town is Smithfield ; that of Winherg, in the centre, with a 
village of the same name ; and the " Vaal River District," to the north 
and north-east, in which the principal, and indeed the only, town is 
the newly-founded dorp of Harrismith, situated in lat. S. 28°, 16', 
long. E. 28% 42'. 

With regard to its natural characteristics, it admi^j of a threefold 
division. The Highlands adjoining the mountain ranges, the great 
plains of the interior, and the patches of soil, more or less productive, 
that are found along the course of the principal streams. 

These last are of too rare occurrence to deserve much notice. They 
may include many degrees of fertility, the highest scarcely reaching 
an average standard of excellence, and far inferior to the soil of Natal, 
in corresponding situations. 

The plains, or vlakten, occupy more than two-thirds of the 
whole extent of the Sovereignty, and may he said to constitute the 
general character of the country. 

They are vast flats, dry, barren, and desolate, entirely bare of 
wood, even of the stunted bush, which is sometimes dignified by the 
name, and almost equally destitute of water. For all agricultural or 
pastoral purposes they are utterly valueless ; but the amount of animal 
life which they support would appear fabulous were not the fact 
attested by so many credible witnesses, that all doubts on the subject 
have long merged into wonder and admiration. 

Here are the chief haunts of those countless herds with which the 
whole interior of Africa appears literally to swarm, and which afford 
such rapturous delight to an enthusiastic sportsman. The grotesque 
gnu, the graceful quagga, the light and elegant spring-bok, the swift 
blesbok, may be seen here in thousands, aye, and tens of thousands, 
spread over the plain, or marching in almost endless line across its 
sui'face ; while on their tracks, with sure but stealthy tread, follow the 
lion, the prowling hyena, and that sleek, well-fed villain, the jackal, 
the dread of the African sheep-farmers. Nor are these their only, 
enemies — hunger and cold destroy many 5 and after a severe winter, or 



II BGaaun of uDuaunl drought, the hones of those that have pcriahodHje 
often found in iramcnac numbers bleaching on the di^ soil, and too 
truly attesting', what its inhabitants are very loth to confess, that the 
climate of their beloved Sovereignty is not always so genial aa they 
would fain have ua believe. The Dutch Boer, also, to whom the chase 
is not merely an amusement, hut a serious business, haNiiig no less an 
object than to supply the necessary food for himself ami his fajnily, 
contributes largely to the work of destruction. His plan is, when his 
stock of provisions hecomea low, to inspan hia wagon, and travel a 
day or two's journey into the vlaktett, till ho has reached the head- 
quarters of the game, when his party (for he is generally accompanied 
by two or three neighbours) encamp near some well known pool or 
ready watercourse, and, leaving their native servants in charge of 
wagons and oxou, give themselves wholly to tho work of slaughter. 
AiTiied with their long roers, well mounted, and thoroughly conver- 
sant with tho habits of the various animals, acting, too, in perfect 
concert nudcr the guidance of an experienced leader, following a 
regular system of tactics, and hampered by no sportsmanlike scruples 
as to the uveans by which their object may be attained, they rarely 
fail of success, and a few day's exertion is sufficient to furnish a 
sapply of meat for many weeks to come. The flesh is immediately 
cot up into long strips, slightly salted, and then strung upon the sidu 
of tho wagon to dry. When thus prepared, it is colled heltong, and 
requires no further cooking. It is ralhor hard, but by no means un- 
palatable i indeed, even the flesh of the quagga, which, though highly 
esteemed by the Kafirs, is of so rank a natui'e that its very smell is 
insupportable, beconies, in this state, a pleasant and wholesome article 
of food for Christian men. 

The traveller occasionally meets with native kraals in liis passage 
over these sea-like wastes, but with the exception of a chance wagon 
on the route between Natal and the Cape colony, no other signs of 
^Sliman life are to be seen. 

^ I cannot better conclude this brief sketch of the vhikten than by 
■fee following beautiful description of the western prairies of America, 
Wbj Longfellow, which, though far too highly coloured for a South 
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Africmn landscape, is still soffidentlv near in resemblance to convey a 
general idea of the peculiar character of tceneiy common to both 
ooiintric-8. The points of didcrence will inggest themaelvea to the 
reader at once : — 

** Spmdinr betwi-cn thrw streams are the vmdioiui, beantiftil pnirin, 
Billowy bay of jrru* ctct ro'.liiifr in ihadow umI •omhine^ 
Briirht with luxuriant clusten of roses aad purple mmorphafl, 
Orer them wan<ler the btiffulo henK niid the ^Os^ and the roebudE, 
Over them winder the wolves, acd herds of riderisM hmaes ; 
Fires that blu^t and blight, and wind» that are wcaiy with traTel, 
Over them wander the scattered tribes of bhmaers chOdren, 
Staininir the desert with blood ; and above their tenihte var trmila 
Circle!! and raiU alcrft, on pinion:^ majestic, the rultare. 
Like the implacable suiil of a chieftain slaughtered in battle. 
By inviiiiblc stairfl ascending and scaling the heavens. 
Here and there rise smokes from the camps of these savage manndera, 
Ilere and there rise groves fh)m the margins of swiftp^nnning liven. 
And the grim tacitarn bear, the anchorite monk of the desert. 
Climbs down their dark nivines to dig for roots by the brook aide, 
And over all is the sky— the clear and crystalline HeaTen, 
Like the protecting hand of God inverted above them.** 

The third natural division, that of the Highlands, extends along 
the eastern line of the Sovereignty, broken bj the various spurs of the 
Kathlamba, such as " the Wittebergen," the " Rood rand," &c., and 
to the north-east, running parallel with the main range of the Dra- 
kenberg as far as the sources of the Vaal. It is chiefly confined to 
the Vaal River district, of which it occupies a considerable portion. 

Owing to its great elevation, and the consequent decrease of tem- 
perature, this division does not appear to have attracted the attention 
of the Boers in their migration from the old colony, and but few of 
them settled upon it ; it has lately, however, begun to rise in general 
estimation, and is now acknowledged to possess greater advantages 
than any other part of the Sovereignty, especially for the purposes of 
pasture. The grass, while it wants the luxuriance of the rich valleys 
of Natal, is exempt also from the sour taste which renders them unfit 
to support sheep, and though short and tufty like all mountain 
licrbage, is remarkably sweet and wholesome ; and, which is of still 
more importance, is little affected by the di'oughts which prevail to so 
destructive an extent in the lower districts of Winberg and Bloem 
Fontcin. AVatcr is tolerably abundant, both in springs and rivers 
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and there is plenty of light hnah for fuel. Horses and cattle thrive 
there, and it is thought that the flne-woolled sheep may be reared 
with great success. Already more than one enterpriziug farmer from 
the old colony has announced his intention of testing' the capabilitieE 
of this hitherto neg-lected district, and the sale of land has proceeded 
rapidly. 

Hi>re WHS an excellent opening for a ivell-digested plan of emigra- 
tion. Twenty or thirty families of that useful class wlio combine 
labour and a small cspital, ivoiild, if ])laccd on these farms, not only 
have secured an independence for thcmaelvoa, but have developed, by 
slow, yet sm'c degrees, all the resourcea of the country, and have 
formed the nucleus of a resident British population permanently 
attached to the soil, and liiely, in course of time, to spread over the 
habitable parts of the district, and to form the surest defence of the 
colonial frontier against native disturbancea or Dutch aggression. 

The only objection to such a scheme would consist in the inability 
of these emigrants to pay an adequate sum for the lands allotted to 
them, and this, from tlie necessary size of a pastoral farm, which 
ranges between 3000 and 6000 acres, might at first appear insuper- 
able ; meanwhile, let us see whether, under another system, the land 
is likely to be more profitably or advantageously disposed of. 

The attention of Government was first drawn to this part of onr 
dominions ia the year 1848, when the rebellion, which immediately 
followed the proclamation of British authority between the Vaal and 
Orange Rivers, hod been brought to a close by the defeat of Pratorius 
and the insurgent Boers, at Bocm Plaats, in the August of that year. 
TranquiUity being thus restored, active meaaures were taken for the 
estabUsbmcnt of order, and for securing the undistui'bed occupation 
ot th ui t y A fort was erected at Bloem Fontein, and a garrison 
plac d th for its protection Fines were levied upon the Boers 
who had b n implicated in the late outbreak, in proportion to the 
• xtent 1 their cnminahty the estates of those who refused to pay the 
d mand confiscated, and the land-surveys, which had been in- 

terrupt d w re resumed 

lu th ouree of these arrangements it was founi' 
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^^V -Mparate the Vnal River district from that of Winberg, of 'which it 
^^H had hitherto formed d part ; and a nto was occordinglj' selected for a 
^^H new durp, to which the name of Ilatrismilh waa given in commemo- 
^^H ration of his Excellency's visit to the place on the occasion of his 
^^H jonme; to Natal some months before, and over which Paul Beste, 
^^H one of the insargente who bad ehown tha first example of Hubmis- 
^^H rioD, and bad sincerelj Tetnrncd to hia allegiance, «bs appointed 
^^H magistrate. 

^^H The report of the new district was most favonrahle. In addition 

^^^H to the advantages which I have ah'cady ennmerated, its proximity to 
^^H Katal, and its central position, Ijing, as it does, on the onlj- route 
^^^B between the interior and the neai'est or eastern sea-port, were calcu- 
^^" lated to enhance its value, and to give it a commercial importanoe 
beyond that which it could have claimed from its mere capability of 
production. 

It naturally became the object of Government to encourage the 
estsbtishment of settlers in this promising region, and a comniission 
was appointed to surrey and mark out urban and suburban lots, and 
to define the limits of future farms or those already existing, with 
authority to make grants of lands to those who should op]ily for them 
at a quit-rent of ft'om £2 to £8 per anniim for each farm. It may be 
supposed that there was no lack of candidates on these terms, and an 
upset price, which was soon addod to the quit-rent, hardly served to 
check the eagerness of the competition. This did not suit the views 
of the land speculators, who had already fixed their eyes on the open- 
ing prospect of gain, and every possible device was employed to keep 
purchasers out of the market, and to hinder the further increase of 
the price. The old trick was resorted to, of crying down the goods 
tboy were anxious to buy, and reports were industriously circulated to 
the disadvantage of the new settlement, which were so far Bacoessf^il 
as to oanse on immediate falling off in the number of applications, and 
o divide at least, if not to turn, the tide of public opinion. I 

Taking advantage of this temporary depression, and of the alarm 
of the authorities lest their niu^ling should perish in the birtb, they 
[ contrived, by using their influence at head-quarters, that the best 
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farms shoiild be put up to iiamediate auctiou, a^d u sale was actually 
held at Bloem Fontein, ostensibly public, but virtually, from the 
want of due notics and other causes, as eloso and private aa they 
could desire, at whieh fifty of the best farms ia the immediate vicinity 
of the new town were sold for £20 a pieee. 

Thus more than 30,000 acres of Crown land passed into the 
hands of men whose only object was to sell at a profit, and who 
would in all prohabihty never bring a single rood into caltivation. 
Many of them were already the owners of immense farms, or rather 
rterritnriea in different parts of the colony, whieh they held on a 

ilar Bpeculatian. 

the result of the sale known than it became 
evident that under fairer eircumstancea the land would have found 
purchasers at a much higher rate ; and an upset price of £50 was 
forthwith set upon the remaining farms, which besides being at a 
greater distance from the dutp were in al! other respeeta, such as 
quality of soil and supply of wood and water, far inferior to those 
already disposed of. 

On my visit to the place more than a year after these events I 

id that of all the fai'ms purchased at the sale above mentioned 
only might by courtesy be aaid to be occupied, and on neither of 
them was tlieve any habitation more substantial than a tent, or any 
signs of cultivation beyond a strip ofunfenced garden. They were 
both for sale, and from £300 to £500 was asked for each, while the 
lowest sum for whieh one of the most distant and least eligible of the 
granted famia could bo bought was £150. 

If the reader bears in mind that the word farm signifies nothing 
more than a given quantify of wildorncsa, ho will be at some loss 
to account for this increase in value, and will doubtless agree 
with me that the man to whom the task of reclaiming it may fall 
will hardly need the intervention of a middle-man to increase his 
diffioulties at starting, or to absorb beforehand whatever profit may 
result from his long continued toil and perseverance. 
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the insertion of occupation clanseB, &c., to ensure to the actual cul- 
tivator tlie benefit of the Government grants and salts ; hot one can- 
not doubt that it is by sueh traneactiaoB as these that Ihc trao end of 
tmigration is frustrated ; opporlunities of good ore lost, and the poor 
man is made to feel that the hope of independence for which he left 
his cottage home to seek a distant colony is still as far from his gtaap 

But it is high time to retnni to the treh, vhich this tedious 
digression has snfficiently interrupted. Hans dc Lasge has long left 
ns, and is by this time half way to the Plaatberg, sitting upright on 
luB chestnut, and followed at a, respectful distance by his Kafir, Trho, 
bestriding his second horse, and carrying his master's lajge unwieldy 
row, in a cover of leojiard skin, over his shoulder, looks the "tiger" 
to perfection, iiud would make a fine caricature of a sporting groom 
for some woulA-bc African Ninirod. 

We continued our route over a green undulating country, oongra- 
tnlating ouraelvcs on having arrived at the end of ail our diffieultieB, 
but we were soon undeceived, on reaching the bottom of a hill whose 
whole side, road included, was covered will huge loose stones. Wa 
found this ascent far worse than the Quagga Pass, which is all soft grass, 
and our gallant little span stack on it so long that we began to despair 
of surmounting it. By dint of roorslaff, or whip-lash, however, we 
at length overeaine all obstacles, and gladly outspanned in the vale 
below after a short but fatiguing day's journey, (Loose stones make 
the worst of all roads for oxen, eutting their feet, and giving them no 
sure foot-hoid.) We were obliged as before to double Murphy's span 
by the addition of our own, in order to enable him to get over the hill. 

High as we are Uicrc is a higher still. We passed this morning 
under a mountain whose summit is garlanded with a ring of perpen- 
dicular Toek, appropriately termed krafm. We crossed a nice stream, 
■which wo aftcrwoi'ds discovered to be tlie Wilge, or Willow River, a 
tributary of the Vaal, which here turns inland, after a course of fifty 
miles along the summit of the Drakenberg. Oui' way now led over o 
ries of wide-epreud undulations, the reldt becoming diier and drier 
1 not 3 blade of grass was to be seen. Murphy, whose wagon fo|. 



lowed eloae npon ours, pointed out to us a wildernefis farm of 6000 
acres, ono of the outlying Ilarrismith. estates of which I have givoa 
the history, which he was good ouougli to offer ub for £150. A more 
barren-looking piece of ground I have seldom Been. A high hill 
lying to our right attracted our attention from the remarkable shape 
of a rock which projected from ita aommit, and which, Irom its fancied 
resemblance to a human head, is known by the name of Nelson's 
Kop. We were pleased to imagine that some sturdy old tar, whose 
destiny had wafted him to those siiorca, instead of consigning him to 
pensioned rest at Greenwich, might have paid this tribute to the king 
of sailors, but our flight of fancy was soon checked by the informa- 
tion that the Nelson in question was some great merchant in the old 
colony, probably a sugar vendor in Graham's Town, or some such 
place. A worthy man no doubt, but we noTer dreamed of a classical 
association with anything African from that time forward. 

Game now began to be more plentiful tbfl.n we had yet seen it, 
though the vast herds of which I have spoken had already begun 
their annual migration to the interior. In the winter waiit of pasture 
drives them ftum their favourite tlakteii into these mountain districts, 
which, except in unusually arid seasons like the present, are never 
entirely dried up, hut as soon as the summer rains set in they return 
to the plains. We saw a herd of spring-boks {^taella tuchose) at a 
distance, and a couple of blaauw wildebeests, or brindled gnus {cata- 
blepas gorgon) stared at us from an opposite hill, but they were too 
wild for us to approach them easily, and we had not time to stalk 
thom. 

We now came to a spot where two roads bronched off, and, being 
uncertain which to take, chose that to the loft, which turned out to 
be anything but the right. After a morning's trelt of four hours and 
a half we outspanncd near a sprait, or rather a succession of deep 
pools without any viaiblo communication between thom. In one of 
them Barkley and 1 bathed, and found the water intensely cold 
(though in a burning sun) and of great depth. We could neither of 
UB reach the bottom, though tolerably expert divers. 

TheEC holes are probably connected by subterranean pasaa^s,. 
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which ore hj no nirnns t1nl^oInmoD in African waters. 
thuntler-Btorm detained us here bej-ood the usual period of tl 
day rest, and we were still further delayed bj our hired oxen, which, 
ta soon as they found themselves at liberty, had started off home- 
wards, and were not easily recaptured. 

We inspanned again at half-post three, and soon reached tii0'; 
bottom of lie Plaatberg, but saw nothing of dorp or farm. Barklej 
mode a desperate attempt to get a shot at a conple of ostriclics which 
ventured within a few hundred yards of tho wagon, but the dogs 
spoiled sport as usual. These birds are very common throughout the 
Sovereignty, and their feathers, so precious in England, have been 
long the usual oniamt-nt for the straw hat of the colonist; indeed 
they are beginning to be voted vulgar by thee/i*(c, and have descended 
to the Hottentots, who, unlike the Kafir, is fond of imitating tha 
white man in his dreta, of which he often presents an exaggerated 
picture. 

The speed of the ostrich h proverbial, and it ia considered a great 
feat to ride one down. A Boer once gave mo the following account 
of a chase of this kind, for the truth of which, however, I do not pre- 
tend to be answerable. Having determined to lose no chance of 
effecting his object he lay in wait near the spot where the bird ■« 
accuBtomed to drink, which they do but once a-day, and then in such. 
quantities as materially to affect their speed, or at all events thdr 
power of endurance in a long run. 

As soon as the ostrich had drunk his fill tho Boer gave chase,, 
mounted on Ids best steed. He hod previously observed the course 
which the bu-d usually took on leaving the water, and bad bi 
two horses to act us relays in case of necessity. Nor was the pre- 
caution superfluous, for it was not till the tliird horse was ridden to a 
stand-still that he was able to come alongside of the object of hif 
pui'suit, and to give the halloo of victory. His triumph was dearly 
bought, for of the three horses he had ridden two lay dead upon tho 
plain, and the tliird never completely recovered the effct^ts of this 
terrible burst. Swift as he is, however, tho employment of a simple 
I utratagem rendera flie ostricli an eair TJctim to hia v 
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stem chiise is always a lon^ chase, and, well awttre of this tmth, the 
liTintera, three or fonr in number, separate themselres, and try to 
bead and Gurroand the bird, till, harassed and beset on all sides, it 
loses the power to escape, and, standing helpless and motionless, suf- 
fers itself to bo captured without a struggle. 

The countrj- now began to assume a bleak and desolate appearance, 
and the climate became yery perceptibly colder. We rounded three 
aides of the Plaatberg, crossed the rocky bed of a river, and proceeded 
along a straight and apparently endless track by the light of a bright 
cold moon. Heartily tired of the alow monotonous tread of tbe oxen, 
and anxious to diacorer, if possible, some more terrestrial gleam which 
might direct ua to the much desired dorp, Darnell and I walked on 
a-head, for some distance, till, chancing to turn oui eyes backward, 
we perceived that the wagon had disappeared, nor, though we listened 
attentively, could we catch the dull sound of the wheels, or the en- 
couraging or admonitory shouts of Aaron. We immediately turned 
back, thinking that some accident must have occurred, but we re- 
traced our steps for more than a mile without meeting auy sign of 
wagon or comrade ; all had vanished Irom the plain which lay oround 
us still and lonely, like the calm surface of the ocean, while the 
shadowy aide of the Plaatberg loomed like the shore of some rocky 
island on our lee. We began to think that we were on eiidiunted 
ground, the victims of some myaterious or magical agency, and lo fear 
that we might be doomed to mako the perpetual touroftliiamQunlnin 
in fruitless search of Ilarrismith. 



We shouted to break the spell, but not bo much as an echo replied, 
and we were jnst making up our minds to the positive evils of a 
Bupperleaa night in the reldt, quite sufficient without the addition of 
supernatural terrors, when, as I was incredulously following Darnell 
who had started off in pursuit of some light which he fancied he saw- 
in the distance, I stumbled all at once upon the fresh tiucks of our 
wheels, where they hod left the road and turned off to the right 
'■ "-C reader can imagine our duiight. As for me, 1 shouted " Eureka" 
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at the top of my voice, and dashed off Hie a hound on a fresb 
We had not followed tho track far before wo heard the crack of the 
whip, and soon aflcr the report of a gun which Baikley hud fired 
direct us. Dipping into a little valley which had before escaped our 
notice, and crossing, for the thii-d time to-day, the Wilgc River, wa 
found the wagon halting whero two roads branched off, and hastened 
to oatspan, after a fatiguing trek of live hours from onr lost halting- 

Oetober 17,— It had rained hard all night, and on creeping out 
from my damp bed under the wagon at early dawn, I felt little dis- 
posed for a renewal of yesterday's wanderings. What was my joy 
tlierefore, when, on casting my eyes towards the foot of the mountain, 
1 saw, within a few hundred yards of us, tho long-sought town of 
Harrismith ! It needed a htcle African experience to recognize it 
such, but I was getting accustomed to their vocabulary, and was well 
aware that one stone building, one Hartebecst-honEc, (a lean-to of 
reeds set against a frame of poles), a sod wall, and a water-coarse, 
were quite enougti to constitute a dorp, and I hastened to communicate'' 
the welcome discoTery to my companiona. 

Breakfast over, we walked to the town, which is prettily situated, 
well sapplied with water, and not quite bo badly off for wood as wa 
should have expected; old Plaotberg disclosing on a nearer view 
many a depth in his rugged side, thickly set with stunted bush, whidi 
will be quite sufficient to keep the kitchen flres of Harrismith blazing 
for some years to come, even should it increase as rapidly as its mostk 
interested admirers foretell. 

It is destined, say they, to be the centre of a large circle 
flourishing eom and sheep forma, to be the granary of Natal, and Qa 
capital of a populous and cultivated district. At this time it consisted 
of tho two buildings I have mentioned above, and one more in process 
of erection belonging to our friend Hans de Lange. 

Paul Beste, the magistrate, and proprietor of the stone house, had 
not yet arrived to take up his residence ; and the only inhabitants of 
the town were a. couple of ruffianly-looking Englishmen, whose 
familar address we had some difficulty in cutting short with a irecB- 



ing reception, and a wild Icishmao who wiis more amusing and less 
offensive. On inquiiy for Mr. Mofiat, tlie goiitleman with whom 
Darnell had left his oxen, we woro infortucd thnt his furni was on (he 
other side of the mountain, and that wc must have passed close by it 
the day before, We had, in fact, made an unnecessary circuit of not 
less than fifteen miles, and had yet t^i double a fourth comer of the 
Plaatberg, before we could arrive at our destination. 

Accordingly, aboot 2 p.m., we inapanncd, having with difficulty 
obtained some beef from a Dutch farmer in the neighboarhood, of 
which we atood in great need. Our track ky through what is called 
a poort, or narrow neck between two moimtainB, still keeping 
Plaatberg close on our right. 

Hunger made this afternoon's trek a short one, and we outepanned 
in one of those wild passes where, after some trouble in finding mesl 
and lighting our fire, we sat down to a supper of boiled rice and 
beef and cakes done on the gridiron, with an appetite which a day's 
fast, and the keen mountain air, rendered positively ravenous. 

Our adventures for this day were not closed with our supper : at 
midnight, I was awakened by the furious barking of the dogs who 
were evidently venting their rage against some beast whom they 
dared not attack mora closely. It was quite dark, so that we could 
not see the object of their alarm, but a low smothered roar gave us a 
pretty clear notion on the subject. Pinch behaved valiantly, and we 
could hear liis deep growl far up tho inonntuin where the enemy, 
probably in ignorance of the force and number of his foes, had retired, 
but the other dogs contented themselves with swelling the chorus at 
a respectful distance, and as for Neco, the handsomest and best bred 
of them all, he showed himself an arrant coward, not only being the 
first to run awoy, but dashing in under the wagon and trying to sneak 
in beneath my pillow for protection,— a retreat from which he was 
gnmmarily ejected. 

Octuh-r 18.— Heavy mist in the morning, which cleared aa we 
ascended from the hollow in which we had passed the night. We 
had been directed to look out for a white krana in the mountain, as 

aiking the site of Mr. Moffat's residence, and following this guide, 



KAFIR TRADE. 



^^^■^ in less than two hours we came in Bight of h, tent which tx 

^^^m present COD stituCcd the homestead or erf of tho form. 

^^^B It woa pitched in a pretty little liollow, formed hy two spura from 

^^^F the side of the Fhi&tber^, and terminating in a large reedy cfey 

^^H^ which opened up &om the valley of the Wilgc River. A babbling 

^^H spruit ran along the bottom, whoBe further bank rose high and steep 

^^^ ftom the water, and was thickly overgrown for a Considerable part of 

its length with underwood, such as thorns, acaciai, and a small trea 

which, trom its withered appearance, is called oud hout, and is useful 

^^_ for staves of small casks, buckets, &c. On the hither side the ground 

^^H sloped gradually upwards, presenting a fair surface for cultivatioD. 

^^H The peculiar shape of the hill had enabled its owner to irrigate it 

^^B with great facility, and of this favourable circumstance he had taken 

the fullest advantage, having led tho water from the head of the 

ipruil to the very summit of the bitlt, to tho extreme astonishment 

^^^ of the Boera, who were quite at a loss to account for the apparent 

^^ pteDomnon. 

^^H Mr. Mofiat was not only a clever enterprising man, but a practical 

^^f engineer, having held the office of surveyor to the Northern Sove- 
I reiguty, which he had lately resigned for the more congenial occupa- 

tion of farming. He is the son of the well-known missionary of 
»K.uruman, whoso hospitality many an English traveller, whether in 
pursuit of sport or scientific research, has gratefully acknowledged, 
and with whose interesting account of his labours among the native 
tribes of the interior most of my readers are doubtless familiar. 
The host was absent when we arrived, but we were welcomed as 
expected guests by his servants. In the tent, or rather marquee, 
fur it was double, conta.ining an inner sleeping room, we found not 
only shelter from the hot snn, bat a large collection of books, upon 
which we fell with an avidity such os none but a traveller in the 
wilderness can comprehend, and feasted for the rest of the day in a 
happy state of lazy abandonment. In the evening Mr. Moffatt re- 
turned with his wagon, and gave us a hearty reception. lie hod been 
on a trading expedition amorg the Kafirs, and brought back some 
sheep and goats, for eoch of which he had given an iron pick, such as 




the natives use in prepBiing the ground for their crops of miiize and 
millet or Kafir com, and which cost him 2s. 6d, a piece. A miiirl* of 
either of thoae grains might be purchased at the same price, while at 
Maritzburg Indian corn was DOW Bolliiig at from 2Sa. to 30a. ^rmuid. 

Beads have been much used in traffic witli the natives ; they 
should he white, blue, or red, and bright transparent ones are moat 
prized; but the Katrs are beginning to prefer the uHefijl to the orna- 
mental, so that rings and other tinsel finery, no longer find a market 
among them. The stock most advantageously exchanged is salt, a 
muid of which will purchase a wagon of Kafir com and mealies. 
Some idea may be tlins formed of the profits of this trade, which, 
however, are fast decreaaing as Ihc visits of the white man become 
more frequent, aud the Kafir, who haa a natural tm'n for commerce, 
begins to find out the reai value of Ms merchandize. 

October 1 9. — ^We wtnt up the valley in search of game, the wild 
pig especially, several of thom having been lately seen in the neigh- 
bourhood. We had a broiling walk, without any sueeesa to compen- 
sate for the fatigue. Wo flashed ono bird of the partridge tribe, at 
whicli it was useless to fii'e, as our gTina chanced to be loaded with 
ball. We got a snap shot or two at a curious Utile animal with a 
pointed nose, called by the Boers das, and supposed to be the coney 
of scripture. They certainly have their habitation among stony 
roeks, for in the place where we found them the little stream was 
walled in by craggy and almost precipitous banks rising high above 
our heads, and scarcely leaving a passage for our feet by the water 
side, while maaaes of stouo were thrown about upon the face of the 
chffs, and others had fallen into the bed of the stream, damming up 
the curi'ent, and forming radc bridges and miniature falls in its 
otherwise placid course. 

Emerging irom thia defile into the broad vley, we toiled through a. 
forest of reeds that reached above our heads, where I momentarily 
expected somo wild beast or still more dangerous reptile to spring up 
in my path ; wo started nothing however but a solitary riet-hok, 
which escaped unmolested. 
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rM AN ADTESrUBE. 

Tlie boys returned to-day from a. fiiiitlesB search, after Mr. 
herd of oxen, twenty-two in numher, including two whieh Darnell 
hod left in his care. They had heen missing for some days, and 
though the boys had struck the spoor, it had been lost again 
hard ground. Three contingencies are to be apprehended for the herd, 
^they maybe hunted by lions, stolen by Mokutee Kafirs, or driven off 
by Bushmen, In the first one, the fattest only will have suffered, the 
lion being a delicate feeder, and an excellent judge of condition ; in 
the second, they may be recovered by the aid of legal intimidationj 
in the third, they are irreparably !o8t. 
October 20. — Our hie dogs had not tasted food for a week, and 
BO famished that it was abeolutely necessary to procure eomethii^ ht 
them, and Barkley accordingly set off early this morning, determine^ 
to kill a quagga for the poor animals. About mid-day, he returned, 

I looking, aa we thought, a httle paler than usnial, at which, on hearing 
his adventures, we were no longer surprised. 
He had fallen in with a. herd of quaggas, and was in full pursuit 
of them, ■when, crossing a valley, he observed four large animals at 
some distance drinking at a pool. Judging them from their size ti 
elands {Bosclaiihui orfos), the largest and moat esteemed of the 
tclope tribe, he immediately abandoned the vile gume, and galloped 
towards them, upon which they retreated slowly up the bult, three in 
advance, and the fourth, which he judged to be the mole, bringing up 
the rear. Barkley had already marked this one for his 
now within two hundred yards of his stern, when the flying party 
turned slowly round, and to his surprise and consternation, he dis- 
covered he hod been chasing a lion and three honcsses I 
Virgil tells us of a youthful hero who, while enjoying the puny 
sport of stag-hunting, longed to see a lawny lion approach \ but even 
Ascanius might have been taken obaek had he found himself unex- 
pectedly brought face to face with four ; and it was no disparagement 
to my friend's courage to say that he felt, as he candidly confessed, 
anything but comfortable. He was armed only with a single-bar- 
relled rifle, and bis horse, old Schutkraal, was in no plight for a race 
with the king of beasts, whieh can outstrip the swiftest antelope. 



AN ADVENTURE. »7 

In this emergenoj, howevEr, his presence of mind did not foraake 
him, and knowing that to show any ajmptoni of fear, would increase 
the danger of his position, he pulled short np, and sat motionless, 
with his eye fixed upon his formidahlo adversaries. 

Tlie three femaiea dropped quietly upon their haunches, gravely 
returning- stare for store; while the old "mannetje" as the Dntch 
familiarly call him, a splendid fellow, with a long hlack mane, and 
his sides literally shaking with fat, stood a little in front, ever and 
anon whisking his tail over his hack, but made no movement in ad- 
vaneo. Barkley, on hifi part, had no idea of commencing hostilitiep, 
and when this mute interview had lasted some minutea, he tamed his 
horse's head round, and rode slowly away. No motion was made in 
pursuit, and as long as the spot was in sight, he could distinguish the 
four figures, to all appearance remaining precisely in the same position 
in which he had left them. In his way hack, he found the carcass of 
a quagga, not a quarter of a mile from our tent, recently killed, and 
bearing evident marks of his late acquaintance's workmanship. We 
sent the boys for it ; the ribs had been picked clean, but the hind- 
quarters gave the poor dogs two or three hearty meals. 

We congratulated our friend on his escape, which was the more 
remarkable, as during this month and the next, these animals are 
especially savage and unapproachable. Lions are indeed something 
more than mere bugbears in this country. Some time before our ar- 
rival, Hans de Lange had a valuable horse destroyed by them in the 
very market-place of Harrismith. Hia native servant, on rising one 
morning, to set about hia daily labonra, was suddenly heard to ex- 
claim — " Daar leg een ztoart ding r** and immediately afterwards — 
" Keek .' daar loop eea geel ding! hel lyk net soo ala een leeuK."f And 
a lion it was, who, after deliberately contemplating the "black thing," 
no other than the carcass of De Lnnge'a favourite black horse, turned 
roand, and trotted away, as if indifferent about pursuit. Hans, how- 
ever, did not take the matter quite ao coolly; but, burning with rage 
at hia loss, and at the impudence of the (tld skelm, as he called him, 
trusty roer, and throwing himself opon the first horse he 
M a blavk Iliing. * Look, llierc tfxs a j-elloB ILta^. It is very iike a lion. 
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could find, without wailing for assistance, started off a 
soon brought bim on tho heels of the liou, who, finding himself jiressed, 
bounded up a. small zaiit, and ha'cing thus secured a vantage ground, 
faced his pursuer, and stood at baj. A latgo dog that was rash. 
enough to venture wilMn his reach he caught up, and, witt one light 
stroke of his paw, swept him under his chest, when the flowingmanB 
completely hid it from eight. Meanwhile Hans had dismounted, and 
now taking astcady aim, lodged a bullet just behind the shoulder. The 
lion neither fell nor moved till a second bullet from the same barrfflt 
had stmckhim, and in the same fatal spot. He then sprang forwardi 
One bound would have ended the old Dutchman's history ; bu 
other of his faithful dogs throws himself in the way, only to share th^ 
instantaueooslateof hia conirade. The delay is but for a moment ; 'bvtf 
Hans, whose self-posaeasion has never failed him, takes advantage of 
it to reload, and, quick as lightning, the heavy rofr is at his shoulder, ths' 
unerring ball finds its mark, and the noble beast sinks slowly down, 
and expires without a struggle. "Vhe skin was given to Barkley, who 
has brought it with him to England ; the three holes are so close that 
thoy rany be easily covered at once with three fingers. The old Boet 
thinks little of the esploit, but still grievesover his horse, whose bonea' 
he painted out to us, bleaching in the spot where the catastrophe oc- 
curred, with the characteristic observation, " Daar leg dert'tg pondeti 
(There lie £30!) 

Mr.Kostem, another Dutch former, lately BettledatHnrrismitbihHdi 
one horse killed, and another wounded by a lion, not sii weeks bo 
Borkley's adventure, and it is remarkable that in neither of the ci 
which I tiave mentioned was the carcass devoured, or even mutilatedi. 
with the exception of the neck-bone, which is invariably broken. 

Some idea may be formed of these animals in the Sovereignty from 
the fact that an officer of the 45th " bagged " no less than seventeen 
in the course of the last year, by his own rifle, in the neighbourhood 
of Bloem Fontein, and that, in this district alone, trom seventy-five to 
a hundred are annually killed by the Boers. 

I cannot help adding one more anecdote, as it was told me by ai 
a whose authority I can depend. He was travelling 



beyond the Vanl Hirer, when a Hon, alarmed bj the approaching 
wag-ona, made off from the side of tlie rosid, and in his haate to escape, 
diaturbod a hen ostrith sitting ! The enraged bird, starting from her 
neat, ruBhed after the intruder, and dealt him a furious kick with ita 
long and powerful leg, wliicb so disconcerted the king of beasts, thftt 
he never once turned, but fled iu headloug terror. 

I have before obaerved that tlic chief object of my two friends in 
visiting this distiiet was the purchase of a farm. Had their intention 
been carried out, it ia probable that the author of these sketches would 
have been now deep in tho mysteries of aheep-sbearing and bullock- 
driving, Eind that his hand would be wielding the wngon whip or the 
plough handle, instead of the pen. I li-ust the reader wili uot be of 
opinion that his time might have thus been more uaofully cniployed. 
But after spending some days in riding about tbe country, under the 
excellent guidance of Mr. Moffat, with the view of selecting a suitable 
spot for commencing operations, Darnell whs obUged to confess that 
the aeareh had ended in disappointment. One lot was without wood ; 
upon another we could find no trace of water ; a tliird was almost 
inaccessible from the broken nature of the giound, and thcro were 
none that appeared capable of repaying the comparatively largo out- 
lay necessary to tho establishment of a farm of mixed agricultural and 
pastural character, even on a very moderato scale.' 

The project of settling in the Vaal River district was accordingly 
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abandoned, and as my friends had no forthcir object for Temunmg is 
these parts, they determiaed to return to the frontiers of the Capo 
colony; Darnell, nho suffered much from asthma, having found the 
warm but moist climate of Natal less suited to his complaint than a 
ihprper and more bracing atmosphere. 1 should have liked much to 
have continued a journey ishith had been, in spite of all petty dis- 
comforts, most delightful; nor nas it nithout great reluetance that I 
could resolre on bidding adieu to my kind and agreeable fellow- 
tnivellers, — but there waa no help for it. 

The B'Urban plague still clung to me, and my health was alto- 
gether so much impaired as to render me quite unfit for a long and 
toilsome journey, the end of which was uncertain, as might also proyB 
the opportunity of rctnrning ; more especially as the rainy season waa 
now fast setting in, and my bed beneath tlic wagon was likely to 
prove anything but a dry one. Add to this that the route would Ue 
through, perhaps, the least interesting part of Sotitb Africa, whcr« 
there would be little to gain, either in the wayof unuscment oruaeKil 
information. 

Upon these considerations, I resolved to remain behind, and 
accepted Mr. Moffat's hearty invitation to take np my quarters with 
him, until an opportunity should offer of a, conveyance to Maritz- 
bm'g. And here I cannot help adding my sincere acknowledgments 
of that gentleman's kindness and hospitality. He not only insisted 
on giving up hia only bed to me as an invalid, and made every possi- 
ble arrangement for my comfort, but was withal a plea.sant companion, 
and so well-informed on all subjects coimected with his native AMoa, 
of which he was enthusiastically fond, that, though suffering from 
pain and illness, I really enjoyed my sojourn, and was able to add 
considerably to my stock of colonial knowledge- 
Mr. Moffat is peculiarly interested in topography, and has taken 
advantage of the opportunities which his proFeEsiotial employment 
offered of collecting data to correct the gross inaccuracies which cha~ 
ractorize all the hitherto published maps of South Africa, especially 
of the Northern Sovereignty, the country on both sides of the Dra- 
aud the Trans- Vaal territory, of which little is yet known. 



TO PO GRAPH T. Ml 

Two of the most important problems still to be solved are the course 
and embouchure of the Limpopo River. The unhealthy nature of the 
elimate along the eastern coast, which is almost eg^ually fatal to men, 
horees, and cftttlc, renders anything like a survey of this part of the 
country impractioable j and it is only by a careful cross-questioning 
of an occasional Boer, or adventurous ti'ader, that any information on 
these points can be obtained, nor ivhen obtained is it easily reduced 
to any tangible form. All this, to Mr. Moffat, is a labour replete with 
interest, and I believe that his researches will have greatly assisted 
in the constraction of a very perfect and accurate map of the colony, 
which was in contemplation by the authorities, and which will be a 
great addition to geography ; I am also indebted to him for the 
rough sketch of the Vaal River district, which forms tie frontispiece. 

Meanwhile, day after day, continued but unavailiag search was 
made for the missing osen. Whether the Hottentots were really as 
diligent in the quest as they professed to be, it is difRcult to say ; but, 
OS they always carried a gun, and on one occasion returned with the 
ear of a " wildebeeste," the carcass of which poor Schutkraal had 
to bring home the next day, it is probable that they spent their timu 
rather more to their own satisfaction than that of their masters, and 
made holiday to their hearts' content. As it often happens, however, 
we had no sooner ceased all efforts for the recovery of the herd, than 
tidings reached us that they had been seen quietly grazing under 
Nelson's Kop, their number not only undiminished, but increased, by 
the addition of a calf born during their wanderings, which, with its 
mother, was reported to be doing well. 

And now the day arrived (the 23rd of October) which my friends 
liad fixed for their departure. Tlirough the intervention of our host, 
Dameil had been able to effect a raUiiig or " swap " of his poor and 
weary oxen for a fresh span, which, though not equal to ours in 
beauty of form and colour, wcro in better condition for a long trek 
through a dry and pastureless eoiintiy. 

The Dutch are as particular with regard to the uniform sisio and 
colour of their span as a coachman would be aliout his blood team, 
were a perfect mutch, being rtjode mite rug, or 
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lOi A BIT OF 8EKTIMEKT. 

red, with a white streak on the back, a colour much esteemed, they 
were readily taken in exchange, the more so, as not being reqinred 
for immediate use, the fresh pasturage of Harrismith would sooa 
restore them to health and condition. 

With the same hope, I became the possessor of old Schutkrasl, 
at a price which I must refrain from mentioning, lest the intending 
emigrant should deceive himself with the idea of making equaDy 
cheap bargain S| and lay his disappointment on my shoulders. 

One should be in the wilderness to feel, in its whole force, the 
pain of separation, even from a casual acquaintance. In the bustle of 
the world new faces succeed those which have passed by, — new friends 
replace the old ; the mind is so occupied with the cares of business or 
the eager pursuit of pleasure, the eye with the ever recurring changes 
of external objects, that no one image can dwell long on the glass, 
no one thought occupy all our attention. But he who watches the 
retreating form of a friend along the dreary track of the desert, and 
then turns to the monotonous and lonely scene around,— doubly mono- 
tonous and doubly lonely then, — and thinks how it was just now 
enlivened by friendly faces and friendly talk, perhaps seen and heard 
for the last time, has no such care-dispelling remedy at hand : he 
knows not the ** sweet sorrow " of parting, when " good night " bids 
look forward to " good morrow," but the desolate sensation of com- 
plete and utter solitude, the void which there is nothing present to 
refill, the shadows which memory conjures up, and which Time alone 
can render less distinct, but which not even his touch can efface. 

But I am growing sentimental ; it is high time to close this chapter. 

I accompanied my friends some distance on their road, till the 
approach of evening warned me to return. My horse, which was tied 
in his usual place behind the wagon, is saddled, a brief parting, a 
warm shake of the hand, the hearty "good-by," the promise of 
correspondence, and, best of all, of returning to Natal in a few months, 
the loud crack of the wagon- whip, then a waving of caps, and Schut- 
kraaPs head is turned towards Plaatberg, which, though distant a 
good three hours* ride, seems as close as he did this morning, but 
more stern, and gloomy, and forbidding, than ever. 
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Mr. Moffat's form wna, aa I have before stated, yet in its infency. 
It had been previoualy occupied by one of the rebel Boers, on whos« 
refusal to return to British allcg-iance, it hod been granted to its 
pi'esent owner. Some rough cultivation liad been. Qltempted, and 
very fine crops of wheat had been produced; but the fires which, 
ivhether lighted by careless travellers, or purposely kindled by the 
nntivcB to desti-oy the last year's grass, annually spread over the 
country, had passed throug'h the neglected farm, leavingno vestige 
beyond the faint marks of the plough on the surface of the soil, and a 
few blackened stumps where the posti of the house and the caltle- 
ki-aal had stood. A fresh beginning was to be made, and my host 
set about it with his usual energy Besides the water-course before 
mentioned, which munt have been a work of time and trouble and 
along which he had sown the seeds of the seri»geioom a sti'ip ot 
ground had been turned up with the spade and set with young fruits 
ti-t-es and garden plants, and the ground-pUn of a complete and suV 
stantial dweUing had been mai-ked out, and a contract made for it« 
e.-eotion.- The two workmen who had taken the contract wei-e. 






m 



I 
I 



HOUSE-BUILDING. 

often the cose in these ports, discharged soldiers, wild, attracted 
the &iiie of the rising place, had wandered thither from the &i»itiei 
scorch of employment. 

It woa settled that they should at onee lake op their residi 
the farm, and they accordingly returned to Harrismith for their tent 
find household gods, one of them having a Dutch wife. The next 
morning they mode their appearance in a light horse-wagon, drawn 
in this instance by oxen, and driven hy the moat wretched specimen 
of a Boer I had yet seen. His tall lathy person was set otf by a short- 
skirted linen shooting-jacket, evidently intended for a body rntlier 
less than the middle size, while the decidedly hang-dug expresaon of 
his eountcnance, otherwise passable enough, was not diminished by 
the mass of long coal-black hair that fell straight over his forehead, 
and the ample folds of a dingy white handkerchief which enveloped 
his throat, and was tied in a small knot in the centre. Eveiythin^ 
about him was lank and dirty, and unwholesome. Add to this that 
one of his hands had been mutilated by the bursting of a gon, and 
you may conceive that Thys Swonepool's appearance was anythijig 
but prepossessing. He was, neverthelesB, received at 
tent and entertained as a guest. It ia difficult to moke any distinc- 
tion in the treatment of Boers, some of whom are very decent fellows' 
while, with others, it b next to impossible to sit at the same table, 
since, if one of them should fancy that he has met with scant courtesy, 
the character of the host is l(»t, the Boers having very high theo- 
retical notions on the subject of hospitality. 

"We were visited for several snccesaive evenings by violent storms 
fWnn the north-west, accompanied by tremendous thunder-claps, and 
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SLEEPY WORK. 105 

it flashes of lightning, the weather aide of tlie tent prcsenting 
the appearance of one continued illumination. It woe a fine yet 
awful siffht to see the electric fluid striking against the rocky side of 
Plaatbcrg, and rebounding like a dart from the mailed crest of some 
veteran warrior. Tlie old mountain is not unscathed by the many 
tempests he has witncBsed. Huge portions of his craggy garland 
have been struck ofi', and now lie in masscB aroimd his base. The 
earth also bears marks of the same mighty agent, many wide and 
deep iisBures having been opened in its surface, connected with each 
other by Hubterraneous passages. One of them was close to our tent, 
and formed a substitute for a kitchen, so tliat our position was not 
without ita danger. But habit v,-i\l reconcile one to these things, and 
enable men to sleep soundly, even on the crater of a volcano or the 
edge of a precipice. Our only discomfort arose from the rain, which 
flooded the tent, and strained the canvaa till we expected it moment- 
arily to burst asunder, which it wonld probably have done, had we 
not sallied out and slackened the ropes so as to give it more play; 
after which it stood bravely. 

The variations of temperature were remarkable. On the first day 
of this storm the thermometer actually fell, in less than two houra, 
from 91° to 6'3" Fahrenheit. The evenings were so raw and chilly 
that we were glad of a pan of wood ashes to keep our teeth from 
chattering. 

Our daily routine was seldom varied by any unnsnal incident, and 
its journal would contain little worth recording. As for work, 
though we now mustered several hands, I cannot say that much was 
done i indeed, accustomed as I had been to the constant and stirring 
employment of a Canadian wildemeas farm, where eiei-tion is never 
suffered to flag, where the axe or the plough are always at work, and 
the difierent tasks of clearing, stamping, fencing, &c.| succeed one 
another without an interval of rest; with the»e reminiscences of 
agricultural life, I could not avoid being struck with the contrast 
presented by the listless inactivity, I might almost say drowsiness, 
that pervaded everything at Plaatberg Farm. 

but one iilough in the district, and that i 
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engaged by the riTal agriculturist at Harrismith, spade cultivation 
was not thought of, and the only real work, the herding and tending 
of the ca^le, milking the cows, &c., was performed by Kafirs, seven 
of whom had come to seek for employment, and had been engaged for 
a year, at the wages of a heifer a-piece, in value about £2. 

These Kafirs belonged to the Makatees, who, together with five 
other tribes, the Corannas, the Bustards, the Barilongs, the Bataunys, 
and the Bassutos, form the coloured population of the Sovereignty. 
They are quite distinct fi:x)m the Zulus, and some of them are allied 
to the great Bechuana family, whose language, with some variations 
of dialect, is I believe common to most of the tribes west of the Dra- 
kenberg. They were quick and intelligent servants, and I was sur- 
prised to observe the facility with which they caught up and imitated 
our methods of work, though they were probably quite new to them. 
In rough brick-making they soon became so handy as to be most 
useful assistants to the masons, who were putting up a small room of 
half dried bricks for their temporary accommodation whUe engaged 
in building Mr. Mofiat's house. 

Friend Swanepool had departed to Nelson's Kop, whence he 
brought back his wagon-load of reeds. He intended taking them as 
a return cargo to Bloem Fontein, a distance of nearly 200 miles, 
where they would fetch a good price for thatching. I was beginning 
to be ashamed of my prejudice against this man, who appeared in 
great distress, and complained sadly of the hard treatment he had 
received at the hands of his fellow-travellers, one of whom, he said, 
had beaten him ; but I have no doubt the fellow richly deserved it. 
We had reason shortly afterwards to suspect him of being what 
one of the man called tarry fingered, an adhesive property, from 
which, to do them justice, the Dutch are singularly exempt ; and our 
suspicions being reduced to certainty by the examination of his 
voorkist, which contained a motley assortment of pilfered goods, we 
resolved ourselves, in the absence of a magistrate, into a court special, 
and having formally signed the depositions of the witnesses, and the 
result of the trial, decided that he should be kept prisoner until the 
arrival of Paul Beste, who was shortly expected at Harrismith. 



MONOTONora existence. iot 

Had thia happened in Califomia, he woold doubtless have been 
Ij'nclied on the spot; and I confess, that though no admirer of these 
lawless executions, 1 was in this case inclined to recommend the 
immediate infliction of the tjamhok, and dismissal of the culprit. My 
motion, however, was negatived, and after detaining the nuserable 
fellow for some days, we suffered him to steal qniotly away, andright 
glad we all were tii be rid of his presence. I have mentioned this 
occurrence rather to indicate its rarity than for any other reason; 
and I must emphatically repeat, that there are no men more honest 
tliun the Boers. 

So monotonous was onr existenet, that the occasional appearance 
of a stray hunk on the edge of the rock, was quite sufficient to throw 
us into a state of unusual excitement. Most of the men were crack 
shots, and the intruder generally paid dearly for his temerity. Some- 
times it would he a ihee-bok i^Redunca capreoliii), with his light 
tapering horns; sometimes the larger, hut less gracetnl riet-bok, the 
striped quagga, or the brindled gnn ; nothing came amiss to us 
cither for sport or food. The latter consideration, indeed, waa by far 
the most important, as the flesh of the KaBr goats was not particu- 
larly fat or tender, and the continual sacrifice of oxen thi'eatened to 
put an end to the herd. Not that we fared badJy : excellent tea and 
coffee, rice and sugar ; cookies, or unleavened cakes of coarse meal, 
baked on the gridiron, and, above all, a jar of delicious wild honey, 
left us little to complain of on that score. Mealies and milk, or 
Indian com, pounded and boiled after the manner of oatmeal por- 
ridge, made a superb dish ; and even Ka6r com, in spite of its red 
colour, which reminded me of a lineeed mash, was not unpalatable 
when treated in the same way. 'ITic wild asparagu.'i grew in profu- 
sion in the patch of hush in front of our tent, and though not equal 
in flavour to the cultivated plant, waa a welcome addition to ouv 
table. 

Meanwhile, old Sehutkraal had been enjoying a season of unin- 
temipled rest and plenty in the rich pastures of Plaatherg, and was 
* frisky as a young colt. It was high time to give him a gallop, and 
"ouB, besiJLB, to make my first essay in African hunting, 



[ lot EQUirPED FOE THE CHASE. 

whirli my onliicky illncM had so long dclnrcd. Sir W. C, Httrro 
uid Mr. Oorfon Cammuig have made the i*ader bo fBmiliivr witi 
every detail of this sport, tliat I have little hope of exciting hit 
interest in advenlnres which, br the side of their gigantic aehiere- 
ments, matt nnk into atler insignificance ; but it would ill become 
one who hta undertaken to write of the Veldt to pass over its chief 
attraction ) nor ss a true son of the chase, can I consent to risk the 
impotatioD of indifference or ignorance in her affiiirs which I shonld 
incur by silence ; eo 1 can only promise the reader to be aa brief a* 
possible, give him fair notice to torn over, and skip, if he vill, the 
ibllowing pages. 

ihnld me, then, equipped for action, not in scarlet and le&thera, 
but in homely itutian, jacket and continnations included; anaplen 
green covering, of the wide-avrake class, does duty for the velvet 
hunting-cap. The apura are the only correct part of the tnm-outi 
though they are somewhat oat of character with the re/ achoea, or 
fllioes of rough brown skin. But how is this? Theve ia only one! 
' mind, it is the ciutom ; ho we follow it. My horse has rather 
a large head to be sure, and the stii'nips are not so bright as they 
Blight bo, but one must not be too particular in the Veldt. My atten- 
tnt, I should rather say my companion, MoSat's little apprentice, 
?m, looks scarcely more respectable than myself; but be sits well 
upon his horse, a stray one which wo have found near the farm, and 
tUK keeping till the owner can be discovered ; a little exercise in the 
meantime will do it no harm. Jem is unarmed ; 1 cari'y, re«Ung oa 
jny right thigh, in true Africandee taehion, a double-burrclled smooth 
; whii'h, fts I never shoot further than I can see, I prefer infinitely 
rifle, cvoii for ball, to say nothing of the convenioace of being 
able to vary the charge actording to the size or nature of the object 
which may thance to present itself, from a partridge to a lion, — and 

We hiid lidden about five miles without seeing a living creature 

I relieve tlio eye, wearied with the eudless prospect of mountain and 

plain, kraiis, and ant heaps, when on topping a low road, we came 

, suddenly in sight of a herd of some fifty or sixty quoggas, which 
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qoietlj' graxiiig ■teat ■ q i M t« if a aiile Ircai dk. We immjEdiatelj 
turned, and keeping Hndcr de ife^er of aone rinng grmmd which 
favoured our deagn, a^i^uwiied v^Rwind wilUii a few hmidred 
yards of tlicm, wben the chaK e w n — twe ed in eamcat. A cloud of 
dust marked the course (tf the herd, •> Aej dashed off st a slapping 
pace, followed at very nneqiia] diitanM* tfy Jem and mjseif at the 
top of our speed. 

1 sooD found that old Schntkiaal, thoogh decidedlj improved in 
appearUDce, was in qo conditioii for a twentj minutea' hunt with 
twelve stone on his back ; and though plied with bit and spar he was 
(nlli ng rapidlj behind. Jem's horse, on the contrary, carrying 
J^ther-weight, held gallantly on, and soon brought hia rider up 
with the troop, into the rery centre of which he dashed, trying to 
separate and torn them, so as to give mc the chance of a shot ; in 
this, however, he did not succeed, and finding that I was unable to 
overtake him, he abandoned the purGoit, after a run of about three 

Had I been decently mounted, the herd would have been quite at 
our mercy; for these animals are no match for a horse, and if hard 
pressed, are soon bronght to a stand-stilL At a farm on the Valsch 
River, where a, number of Kafirs were employed, a ^uagga was every 
morning singled Irom the herd, hunted down, and driven into the 
krool, where the natives dispatched him with their assegais, and fed 
on the flesh, of which thej are very fond. This feat was performed 
daily for more than a year by one horse, a large grey, or achimmel, 
the favourite colour in South Africa. I speak literally when I say 
that the horse performed the feat; for the rider, any Hottentot or 
Kafir who could sit on Ms back, had no share in the matter, the 
animal himself hunting, turning, and driving the gome in the most 
skilful manner, and evidently enjoying the sport with the keenest 

Turning our beads homewards, we soon fell in with another herd, 
comjjosed chiefly of blaauw wildebeests, who were eating their way 
towards a small opening in the ridge, behind which we had retreated 
le moment we caught sight of them. 



no LTING IN AMBUSH. 

As they were coming down the wind, I resolved to await them, 
and despatched Jem with directions to get, if possihle, in their rear, 
and drive them into the ambush. Meanwhile I dismonnted, and 
knowing that some time must elapse before the manoeuvre could be 
effected, stretched myself on the stony ground (there is no turf in 
Africa) just below the edge of the sand, and lighting my pipe, 
amused myself by watching the motions of the advancing herd, 
which my position enabled mc to do without the slightest danger of 
exciting their alarm, and defeating my plans for their destruction. 
They were headed by a large bull, evidently the father of the herd, 
with a long flowing mane on his neck, and a bristly beard descending 
down the dewlap to the breast — a noble-looking animal, whom I at 
once singled out for the first barrel. Now he would lie down and 
take a deliberate roll, the herd stopping as if to witness the grotesque 
exhibition ; then he would engage in a mock fight with one of his 
subjects, the ungainly creatures butting each other with their curi- 
ously-shaped horns, and cutting the most antic capers, in evident 
good-humour and diversion. Suddenly a quick movement is visible 
in the rear of the herd ; the combatants cease their game, and throwing 
their heads up, 

" A moment snuff the tainted gale." 

Another moment of indecision, and they are off, the large boll still 
leading, and, to my intense delight, making straight for the poort 
within sixty yards of which I am now crouching down, almost 
breathless with excitement, but quite determined not to throw away 
my first shot. As they come nearer, I stoop down till the rim of my 
green hat touches the grass, from which it cannot be distinguished ; 
— and now they approach the opening, and are fairly within shot. I 
can scarcely contain myself, but must wait till the foremost have 
passed through, so that I may take them from behind. Another 
second of suspense — painfully long — and then a black head issues 
irom the little pass. There is no hurry now : the sight of my gun is 
on the object — follows it steadily for an instant. A loud report, 
succeeded by that peculiar " thud " which the archer knows as the 
sign of a successful aim, and the fine animal is rolling in the dust, 
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wMle the oHHghted herd nuh over the body of their late leadev, 
nnd scamper iriJdly across the plain, one of their number carrjTBg 
off with Komc diffieultv the conteats of mj second barrel, which bad 
not been aimed wilt eqaally fatal accuracy. Eager to follow up the 
wounded game, I turned round to look for my horse, whom I bad 
left with the bridle-rein hanging to the ground, which ought to have 
been sufGcient to secure his remaioing in the same spot ; but, to my 
consternation, he was nowhere to be seen, and it was not till after a 
hard chase that he was recaptured by Jem, who had seen his escapsde 
from afar, and who found him, notwithstanding bis assumed wcari- 
nesB, gallantly heading another herd of quaggas, without aJiy appear- 
ance of exhaustion or fatigue. AVhile engaged in pursuing bini, Jem 
contrived to separate a young filly from the herd. The little crea- 
ture, missing its mother, followed the horse willingly ; keeping up 
with it at a fast gallop, though it did not appear to bo above a fort- 
night old. I at once determined, if possible, to take it back lo the 
farm and rear it I and accordingly, we not only gave up all further 
thought of the wounded game, but, on the principle that a live ass is 
better than a dead lion, decided on leaving the victim of my first shot 
on tie field ; contenting ourselves with piling stones over the carcass 
to secure it from the aaa vogeh or vultures, who seldom fail to discover 
the hunter's cache, and who were even now oppearing like specks 
on the horizon, attracted from unknown distances by their unerring 
instincts to the scene of slaughter. 

For some time the young quagga appeared perfectly contented 
with its new companions, galloping round and round the house, and 
snuffing about as if in expectation of a. feed; but presently, finding 
itself dissppuinted, it set up a shrill neigh, and showed symptoms of 
uneasiness, and at length made a desperute attempt to escape. We 
managed to keep it between us, end to slip a noose over its neck, the 
other end of which we made fast to the head-stall of my hoi-se. Thus 
deprived of liberty, the little animal made the most determined 
resistance, hanging back with its whole weight, darting round, 
kicking, snapping its jaws, as yet innocent of teeth, and exhibiting a 
ixture of strength, ferocity, and (I e termination worthy of a full- 
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^nvwn mule, and quite mind«rful in lo young an animal. Wv 

tried to hoist it on Schutkraal's bark, bnt it» violent struggles, and 
its weight, which was no trifle, put this out of the question ; besides, 
we were afraid of injuring it. I then dismounted, and fasteimig ths 
rein round my own waist, tried to drag it along by main force ; fanC I 
was soon obliged to desist. Arriving at a pool, we moistened its lips 
with water, after which it followed with less relnctonec, till at length 
we reached the tent, having accomplished about four miles in as many 
hours, and tied our prite to the wagon-whecl. After a general 
Bultation, a cow's horn was prepared with a. mouthpiece of soft 
leather, and a plentiftil feed of new milk was then Bdministored 
which appeared to revive it considerably. I had now leisure to 
observe it more attentively, and to verify ft BUBpidon which I had all 
atoug eutertained as to its correct zoological cla8Eifi cation. 

There are in South Africa three varietiea of the genua EquuB — tho 
true aehra, or teilJe paard; Burchell's zebrn, or the bonle quagga ; 
and the quagga, properly so called. 

The two last arc very comnion, and inhabit the plainii of the 
Sovereignty in immense herds. The true zebra is rarer, and is found 
only in mountainouH regions. They are easily distinguished fVom 
each other; but the generic name of qtiagga is errotieouslj applied 
to all,— and my knowledge of natural history was not accurate 
enough to determine at ouee the species to which ray little eaptive 
belonged. From the regularity of its stripes, however, which 
extended over the whole body, I was inclined to think that it was a 
zebra, in opposition to the opinion of all on the farm, who pronounced 
it to be a quagga ; and the question was discussed with great anima- 
tion, till Sir W. Harris's work was produced, which contains a minute 
description of the wild animals of South Africa,— when we discovered 
that the mane and tail of both the quaggas were equine, and that 
of the zebra BHiniue. This decided the matter; for though my anta- 
gonists could, even though vanquished, argue still, yet there was no 
disputing the fact that my little filly had a donkey's tail ; and upon 
compariug the description of the zebra with our specimen, they tallied 
;tly in every point, that no doubt remained upon tho subject. 



THE FATE OF A PET, lU 

My prize now became doubly valuable, as esfabliBhing the feet that 
the aebra inhabits the edge of the Drakenberg, which did not appear 
to have been previously acknowledged, and I was more than ever 
SQxioua to preserve it. 

For some days, I had eveiy reason to anticipate Bnccess ; the 
young ereatnie fed heartily, and was soon able to diapcnae with the 
torn, when we added a little bran or soaked meal to the milk. It 
became quite tame aleo, and would follow me ahont like a dog, push- 
ing its way in between the folds of the tent, and rubbing its head 
against my shoulder, till I really became quite attached to it. 

Bat, alas! the fate of all pets, whether zebras or gazelles, was not 
to be averted ! One morning, on issuing from the tent, I found my 
favourite lying at the door quite dead. It had been a rough nignt, 
and I blamed myself for having turned it out the eveniug before, 
when it came in as if to ask for shelter ; but I afterwards ascertained 
that one of the Kafirs, in his mistaken seal, had given it boiled milk 
which had been thecanse of its death. I half suspected that the deed 
was of malice jn'gjenifl, and done with a view to the flesh ; but if so, 
the viUain was disappointed, as the hymna came early the some 
evening and carried off the body from within five yards of the tenL 
The next morning, one or two bones picked clean, lying by the side 
of the qjrui'i, were al! that remained of my zebra filly. 

About this time our party was increased, and some life inf\iBed 
into our dullness, by the arrival of Mr. M'Cabe, an enterprising farmer 
from the Bloem Fontein district, who had given up his land on the 
Modder River for the mountain pashu'es of Harrismith. He had 
travelled in tmly patriarchal guise, with nil his fee or live stock, 
consisting of a flock of five hundred Merino ewes, a herd of a hun- 
dred and forty cattle, and from fifteen to twenty horses, mares and 
foals. 

His journey had been attended with unusual difficulties and 
disasters, and he gave ks a melancholy account of the countrj- tlirough 
which he had passed. A severe drought had visited tlie district — not 
a blade of grass was to be seen. The cattle were dying in all direc- 
tions i and those of Maroko, the frioudly chief of the Barilonga, were 
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Baitl (o have perished by huadr^s. M'Cabe himself bad lost teverol 
IwrBes on the road, and all his Block was iu a deplorable conditum 
To add to his troubles, it was huabing-dmc with his flock, and hi 
mother and sister, who accompanied him, lind often been obliged fa 
ihare tlio already nftrrow accommodation of a loaded wagon with tb 
new-born ofiEpring of their sheep and cows. But diacomforts anl 
privations from which an Englishwoman would shrink with b 
ere little regarded by her AMcandoe sister, and tliese Indies not only 
appeared in excellent health and spirits, but by their cheerftd 
activity, and that peculiar talent for making the best of everything 
which women alone poesetiB, put our indolent habits to the bluah, a> 
converted our previous letba^y into something like spirit and a: 
tion. The day after his arrival we were ail hard at work building • 
kiaal for the lambs '. looeoning huge masBes of mountain 1. 
from their beds, rolling them down the steep bill-side, and pilin) 
them into a rongh but very substantial walL The next day a huatin( 
expedition was arranged; and, taking the wagon with us to con] 
home the gome, we started with a full determination to lay in provi 
Bious for the next month at least. Our expectations, howevor, yr&i 
deceived, and the wagon retnmed empty ; the few herds that yq 
remain at this season being very wild and unapproachable, and at tfai 
slightest alarm making off for the Vlakten, where wc hud no time a 
inclination to follow them. 

As we turned homewards, after giving our horses an hour's res 
in the vei^t, tho clouds suddenly gathered in onr rear, threatening j 
storm. It is no pleasant thing to be caught in an Airican IhundCT! 
shower, and, aa the weather was "coming up," wo resolved to gifl 
it a race, and endeavour to reach home before it could overtake ni 
We had about six niOes to go, and there wiis no time to be lost. W 
hod scarcely started when the storm burst forth in our rear : n 
could hear the pelting of the rain upon the turf beliind us, and plie 
whips and spurs with increased energy. Wo had junt readied t 
edge of our little hock, when M'Cabe's ijnick eye detected a jacka^ 
on. ovinary thoughts intent, stealing along the edge of the bull. 
gallop up the steep bonk, to dismount, and fire, was the work of ij 
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Tnoment; and a broken sliouldcr brought the villain's predatory 
excursion to a premature close. 

Just then the storm broke upon us in all its forj. M'Cabe's horse, 
startled by the vivid flashes of lightning and the terrific peals that 
rattled in his ears, daahcd off for the tents, and, though chased by 
Moflat, was not overtaken till ho had reached there, to the great 
alarm of the ladies. Meanwhile, I turned to pursue the jackal, who 
had limped off, on three legs, at a tolerable pace ; but all my efforts 
failed in persuading Schutkraal t« face the storm. So vioient was 
it, that I could with difScnIty keep my seat, and we had the mortiS- 
catioTi of seeing our prey disappear into his earth, from whence it 
was useless to attempt to dislodge him. 

With theae animals, and the wolves, we carried on an ineesaant 
and not very successful warlkre. The wolves, especially, baffled all 
our attempts to capture them. Night after night their ill-omened 
howl would warn us of their Ticinity, of which we were sure to find 
sad proof next morning in the diminished number of the fiock. Somo- 
timea they would devour their prey on the spot, leaving, as in the 
case of my zebra, only a bone or two as evidence of their audacity ; 
and a tin fiask, with a bullet in it, whieh wc had hung round the 
neck of a valuable foal as a protection, was actually devoured with 
its wearer by one of these rapacious creatures, who, it was to ha 
hoped, had swallowed more tlian ho could easily digrat. Grown 
bolder by impunity, tliey at length had the hardihood to attack our 
full-grown horses, falling upon the herd and scattering them in oil 
directions, and dreadfully lacerating the flank of Moffat's favourite 
ateed. The poor animal had a narrow escape. The wolf had evi- 
dently made a short spring, and having fastened only one fang in his 
aide, had been unable to keep his hold; had both fangs been fixed, 
he would not have let him off so easily. At lengtli, finding open 
liostilitieB ineffoetnal (for our dogs rcfiised to f^ce the enemy), we 
to stzatagem, which in such a case needs no apology. 

" who over recked, oc bow or when 
The ptowUhk fai wu tnippedot sluinT" 

r uncongenial this sentiment may appear to the English 
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Bportsman, it would serve well for tbe African hunter's motto. Therei 
too, it admita of a wider application ; but our bnsinera is now with 

The trap or itel wtich we used is conBtructed in the fallowing 
manner : — A sqaare hole is dug in the ground, into the bottom at 
whieh a forked stick is fixed— the forks downward ; a loaded gun ii' 
then secured by pegs, so that the muzzle points directly over tha 
hole, in which the bait, a piece of flesh of odj kind, is next caat, tied 
to a string, the other end of which runs through the folks of tha 
stick, along the barrel of the gun, and, after passing rotind a peg jtut 
behind the lock, is attached to the trigger. Pieces of the b^t arv 
then dragged along the gronnd in the neighbourhood of the atel to 
entice the wolf, who seldom fails to visit the spot. As soon as he has 
seized the bait and begins to pall it up from the bottom of the hole^ 
he tightens the string, releases the trigger, and, if the atel is propCTly 
act, receives the bullet in his head. Our first attempt was an unfor- 
tunate one. We had set three trops, and were sitting up in the tent 
ansiously waiting the result, when the sound of a gun was heard, 
and we sallied forth, lanterns and axes in hand, dogs and men in n 
State of great eicitement. Among the dogs was one of unusual speed 
and courage, for which Mofiat had exchanged an ox, having seen him 
perform the almost unparalleled feat of running down six bles-boka 
(gaiella albifrons) in one day. " Vanger" was a detennined enemy 
to tiie wolves, who, arrant cowards as they are, would always make 
off when they beard his deep growl ; and, this evening, knowing tha 
cause of our sortie, he rushed on o-hcad, eager to he first at the deafJt 
of liis foe, 

Alas ! he was himself destined to be the first victim. The tUI 
was untouched, and the poor hound, unable to resist the sight of the 
bait, pounced un suspecting!)- upon it. A loud report, followed imme- 
diately by a dreadful yell, told us of our unlucky mistake, and running 
forward, we found the poor creature in the agonies of death, his lower 
jaw having been shot clean away. A blow of an axe soon put biin 
out of poin, and we returned aad and dispirited. Vanger, however 
though dead, helped to avenge himself; for, having reloaded the gun. 



and left his body beneath it, we found a very large wolf lying beside 
him the next morning. 

The mystery of the firat gun-shot waa never explftined ; wo could 
only conjectnTe that the sound had been produced by the vibrution of 
one of the tont^iords, which will sometimea give a loud report like 
that of a pistol. 

Ah I have used the local term " wolf" so frequently, it ia right I 
ehould inform the reader that the animal properly so-called does not 
exist in Soath Africa. The three Tarieties known in the colony 
respectively by the names of "wolf," " straud-wolf," and "wilde- 
hond," all belong to the genns hytena, and are specifically distin- 
guished as if. crociita,fusca, and i:enatica. The last of these hunts 
in large packs like the tme wolf ; the others arc solitary. 

This is not the only instance of misnomer in the zoology of Africa. 
The leopard is promoted to the rank of the tiger, while the giraffe 
sinks to an ordinary camel. The Americans, fiiUing into a similar 
inaccuracy of speech, do not pay a high compliment to the noble 
bison, by confounding him with the sinister and ungainly buffalo. 
It is scarcely fair to call the poor beasts " out of their names ; " and, as 
they cannot speak for themselves, I beg to enter this plea on their 
behalf. 

The removal of our tent to another farm of Mr. Moffat's, on the 
banks of the WUge Biver, gave me an opportunity, which I had long 
desired, of testing the aport afforded by an AMcan river to the 
angler. My rod was the stock of the wagon-whip, my tackle a piece 
of twine, terminating in a large whiting- hook, which the fish, though 
they tried hard, could not manage to get into their mouths. My bait 
was a small locust. With this homely apparatus, I contrived to de- 
ceive two or three dozen of the scaly tribe, averaging about half-a- 
pound a-piece. They belonged, as do all the fresh-water fish I have 
seen in Africa, to the cyprinidrc, and partook largely of the bony 
nature and insipid flavour which distinguishes that order, but they 
were sweet and wholesome, and made a pleasant variety at our table. 
Some of them, with long wattles or beards, reminded me of the 
Thames barbel ; others, in colour and form, tloaely resembled th' 
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AKQUXO. 

cup, and luiolhcr sort, which rose greedily at flies, I sopposed to 
mullet. I am told tliat there is a tiah in the Orange River called 
borba, vbich grows to an immciisc aiite, and bom ita description, t 
should conceive it to be identical with the bearded fish above t 
tioncd. I have sinco wetted a line in moat of the Natal rivers, 
alwii}-B with tolerable auceesfi, as far oa fillin g nij basket w&a coacemedi; 
but the sport is scarcely worth the attention of the scientific angler^, 
and would certainly not repay the discomforts of a voyE^e rounil thai 
Cape. The emigrant, however, will not regret having token out hil: 
fly-rod, and as he whiles away an hour, not altogether oiiprofitablj'^ 
in the intervals of hia iaboui-s, he may be pleasantly reminded of th* 
mill-tails and ahollowa which he has whipped for the silvery dace on 
a summer's evening, by the banks of the Leo or Wandle. 

My stay in fliu Sovereignty had now been prolonged to nearly 
BIX weeks, and I waa anxious to rettu'n to Maritzburg. The absenos 
of qU means of conveyance had hitherto been tKc only obstaelo to my 
dcparlnrc, for though I had a horse, my state of health was not sucb 
as to allow of my risking a night in the leWi, should I be unable to 
reach a place of shelter at tlie end of my day's journey — a eontin* 
gency which the limited powers of my nag, and the chance of wan- 
dering from the road, and losing my way, rendered not improbable. 
Setting this out of the question, a solitary ride of a hundred and fifty 
miles, offered no very enticing prospect, ond it was with pleasure that 
I heard my host announce his intention of taking hia wagon down to 
Natal, for the purpose of bringing up provisions for hia workmen, and 
getting the window-frames, &c., for his new house, 

I confess I wos hoortily weary of the Sovereignty : weaiy of ita 
undulating plains and boundless prospects, its krans-encircled moon- 
tains, ita searching dust-eompelling winds, its unvarying monotony. 
Its very sports had well-nigh ceased to interest me, and I could 
balance the value of a dead qnagga against the toil of a long golli^ 
under a burning son, wilh a coolness which, some months before, I 
Ghould have deemed impossible. Indeed, afler the first novelty of the 
ihiog has worn off, this mistute of hnntiug and shooting bccomea 
MidlBBM^I«iSlb»tibemiis>c<iC a pack of houAds 



THE HARBISITITH PACK. U9 

to awaken the slumbering echo, and break the Biionoc of the desert. 
The idea ia -wcU worthy the attention of those "irlio visit AMea for tho 
Hiiko of sport, and it could be carried o-jt without any difficulty. The 
pack should be of a race that would unite the necessary speed for the 
pursuit of the aatelope, with the strengtli to pull down the "wilde- 
beest" or tlie saToge hyiwia, — say a cross between tho hlood-tonnd 
and Scotch deer-hound. 

Tlie head quarters cf the hunt might be at Harrismith, which 
had increased to seventeen houses before I left South Africa, and 
bids fair soon to double the number ; the doga would keep themselves 
in ibod, and there is no lock of pasture for the horses which are here 
exempt from the diseases which prevail to so fatal an extent both be- 
yond tho Vaal and below the mountains. The Boers and farmers 
around i\oiild gladly join in such a scheme, and would g:ivc early in- 
timation of the whereabouts of tlie lierds, especially of the rarer and 
more valued animals, such as tho olaad and the hartebeest, (aeronottts 
caama), wbicb would secure one against that worst of evils, — a 
blank day. 

I dEire say the old African hunter will laugh at the attempt of a 
eix months' tourist to introduce English innovations into his ac- 
customed method of chace, but let the reader judge for himself if he 
should ever have the opportunity; and when be has carried a heavy 
double barrel on a fidgety horse through the long summer's day, or, 
on recovering his scattered senses after a heavy fall, has found his 
favourite rifle snapped short off at tho stock, beyond all possiUlity ot 
repair,— when these and many other annoyances ba\'e befallen him, 
he wiL not think my suggestion Qltogether unreasonable. The gun 
ia all very well in a bash country or in the long gross, whore it is un- 
certain whether a leopard or an antelope may spring up uudar tho 
feet of the pedestrian, but in the open plain, where stalking i> nut 
easily practised, and a fair run must generally decide the evput, it U 
little better tlian an incumbrance ; whcTcas, suoli ground w pcvuliiirlf 
adapted for hunting, as it presents no obstacle to ohock tltp nwwd i* 
the pock or to throw them off tho scent. A light G«rW«c ot ^ftol 
might atiU be carried in case of need, as tho '"wilWiw'.t." wwwVt: 
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THE lUKRISMITU PACK. 

■howi fight; but few beasts, except the lion, would be a m&tch for 
two or three dozen well-bred dogs, and I doubt tf the king of beasts 
liitDself would like to face them. 

Now that Africa, thimlcB to Mr. Gordon Cumiug, ia likely to be- 
come OS ikahiunablc as the moora, I seriouslj recommend this hint to 
those who wish to make the most of a Binglu season. Thuy will avoid 
the great expense and trouble, as well as the loss of time incident to 
a journey beyond the Vaal ; they will not be at the mercy of Hot- 
tentot servants, nor be subject to the interference of rebel Boers, nor 
inll they see their cattle and horses Btcken and die one after the other 
till, as sometimes happens, Hcareely one in twenty sun'ivcG. They 
will be within easy reach of the coast, and in direct commnmcatum 
with it, as the overland mail between Natal and the Cape passes 
Harrismith once a-fortnight ; and with all these advantages tliere 
would be no countcrbolaocing disproportion in the amonnt of slaughter 
which seems now-a-daya to bo the chief point. As for the few animals 
of the larger kind which ore not to be found there, such as the 
elephant and giraffe, a »hort excursion into tho Zulu country, below 
the Drokenberg, or towards the sources of the Vaal, will place tiie 
hunter in the midst of them. Natal will supply others that may be 
wanting, and thus, with one or two eieeptions, every -vftrioty of 
African game may bo obtained within two hundred miles of the ports 
ftnd within tho limi t" of British protection. 

The best season would be tho winter, from March to September, 
when, as I have before obaerved, all the game flocks to the highlands ; 
in the other months it would be easy to shift the quarter to Winberg, 
or to Bloem Fontein, where there is always a detachment of officers, 
and pleasant society. 

Another great recommendation to such a place as I have proposed 
is, that it would involve a comparatively small outlay, while an expe- 
dition beyond the Vaal is a very expensive affair. Sir W. C. Harris, 
I believe, estimates the cost of his journey at £800. It is true that 
there is the possibility of a return from the sale of ivory, &o., but it ia 
a possibility so remote, and against which the clianccs ore so nmnerona, 
that I ihouM hare little faith in a, calculation based on such visionary 



grounds. The keen Africandee hnnter, and trader by profession, or 
the hardy Boer with every advantage that local knowledge and ex- 
perience can. give, are often deceived in their cipeetatiottB of gain; but 
the amateur who ventures with such a hope is pretty aure to be dig- 
appointed, and will most Ukoly come out, to use Uncle Sam's eipros- 
sion, " at the small eend of the hom." It is at best a wild spocola- 
tion, i^uite out of the province of the tourist or aportRnum. 

On the other hand, I am confident that the whole expenses of a, 
banting establiahment in the Sovereignty, eopposing it to be kept for 
six months, would not exceed £100, and in this I would include the 
trek to and irom the port, purchase of horses, Kafir servants, &c. The 
equipment, I suppose, brought out from England. I have not counted 
the prieo of the wagon and oxen, because they might be sold at a very 
slight loss at the end of the season, as might tlie horses, if judiciously 
purohased. The chief thing for such a party to avoid, if tliey wish to 
study economy, is the appearance of travelling en ijrand teigneur, mnoo 
Natal prices are apt to vary with the supposed nioiina of the purchaser, 
and are not always tho same to the emigrant and the tourist. Such 
birds aro as yet too raw to escape plucking, unless they aro gifted 
with more caution than English travellers aro wont to cxliiblt, or 
have the assistaneo of an experienced friend in tho noiony. At all 
events, there is perhaps no other place in the world wluiro so much 
sport may be obtained at so small an expense, and in spite of Uie di»- 
turbed state of Airica, and the evil anticipations of akiruiiatH,IexpiMt 
to see Natal become the rendezvous of the adventurous youth of Ung- 
land, for whom the pastimes of their native land cannot yield sulHcicnt 
variety or excitement. 

If they return with renewed zest to home pursuits and home amum- 
ments, they will have gained something by the experiment ; for my 
own part, I have long ago learned that lesson, and can fully sympa- 
thize with the talented author of " Ilochclaga" who, after a vivid 
description of a Canadian moosc-himt, with all the novelty of night 
encampments, snow shoes, and Indian guides, and uU the cliarm of 
lake and forest scenery to heighten the effect, is fain to uxckim 
" One day with the Tarporley were worth them all !" 



r 



^ 
^ 
^ 



in F.iRMINC. IN THE SOVEEEIONTT. 

But I moat not tud adieu to tlic Sovereignty wittioat a brief wrisit 
of its qnalificKtions as a field for emigration, in which I shall oonflne 
ny obserratioiui to the Vaal Kivor district, both because it contalni 
more BToilablo land than any of the others, and becansc, lying a^ja' 
cent to Natal, its prosperity most be eTermore or less connected 'witJiit 
and dependent on, that colony. 

I have already said enough to diow that it is even less fitted than 
other parts of Africa to support a concentrated agricultural population. 
There are not, upon an average, moro than five acres in a thousand, 
where irrigation is practicable, so as to prepare the soil for the pro- 
duction of wheat and other groins. Where this facility exists ths 
crops have been plentiful, and free from rust, and the natives succeed 
in producing their mealies and E.afir corn without using other watef 
than that which falls from heaven — bnt it is yet to be proved that 
vheat, and other European seeds, would flourish under a similsK 
treatment. For the present, however, the land eon be tnmed to better 
purpose, and tlie occupiers of a large pastoral farm is quite content itj. 
with the most slovenly tillage, he can keep his Kafir servants in 
tnealics, and grow a few vegclables for his own consumption. 

For sheep walks the merits of the laud are beyond dispute; the 
only doubt that existed whether the climate of the winter might not 
prove too severe for the flne-woolled merinoa has been, ere this, solved 
by Mr. M'Cabe. If, aa I eaunot but anticipate, it has been found 
necessary to house them, the difficulty of finding material for sheds 
will be a serious drawback. To the breeder of stock, and of horseH 
more especially, this country offers a rich source of profit, Maresmay 
be purchased on tho borders of the Cape colony at from £2 
piece, and each male foal of ordinary breed at two years old will be 
worth from £10 to £15 at Piefj?r Maidtiburg.* There arc no inter- 
mediate ospenses. The herd roam at large, requiring no care beyond 

• Kr. Xindlcr, a (iimioi in'lhencigh'boDTliood of Blocm Fontdn, lulrl^ impoiisdi 
hone from England, for whose fltock he finds eofftr purchosei's at £^0,— q high price h 
Afrim tor tabcalma colli. The Tsluo of the fo&l rlepcnda entirely on Ibe reputation of 
the th«, while Tcry little attention iB tnld to the qoaUIjr und breed nf the 
cbieUj DwinetoonahBurdpreJudicoopiiniitUicHPUBe, whkhhiisiilwiiiBe: 
tbu Culcli,[ind which nmOe it ntoost a diagracD to be Been riding Ihem. 



WAST OF NEATNESS. ISS 

that of a Kafir boy, by whom they are drivea Iq every night in order 
to accnatom tliem to be handled, and also aa a protection against the 
■wolf, the chief, indeed tho only, source of anxiety to the stock tanner. 
Disease and drought are nnknown, and perhaps there is no ocenpation 
in which the risks are so small, or the income so sure. On the other 
hand, there is tho expense of house-huilding, and the difficulty of pro- 
viding even the common comforts and oonveniences which can give 
the appearance of homo to the moat desolate spot. All ideas of neat- 
ness, order, and compact arrangemoat, must be discorded. The trim 
court, the inclosed garden, tho fenced field, mast henceforth exist only 
in imaginatioa ; instead of these a solitary house standing out from 
the bare pliuii, a cattle kraal of rough stones, a small place inclosed 
by a sod wall to serve as kitchen or dwelling for the Kafirs, a patch 
of ploughed groimd, lying open to the visits of bucks, or the passage 
of the herd who gallop unrestrainedly over it, perhaps a reed shed 
for the caJvcB. Such are the premises of an African stock-owner's 
farm. He must bo content, too, with a lonely existence, or the 
company of chance visitors, not always preferable to that of his Kafir 
herdsmen, and ho will he lucky if his nearest neighbour is within 
two or three hours' ride. Borne of these disadvantages may be traced 
to the indolent habits and iiidiBp()aition to improvement which have 
hitherto characterized the owners of the soil, who, as long as their 
herds increased, were content to lend a desultory, hand-to-mouth ex- 
ietonce, and to leave no better prospect to their children ; but the 
greater part of them arc inseparable from tho nature of the country 
and the character of the oncupatiDn ; and, on the whole, this account 
may be taken as a fair specimen of stock-farming in the Sovereignty, 
It is obvious that however profitable such pursuits as these might 
prove to a few enterprising individuals, they would not be sufficient ; 
to support a large popolalion, or to give assurance of prosperity to a 
newly founded town, and Harrismith would never emerge from in- 
significance had it not a more secure and ample source of wealth to 1 
depend upon. I 

The commerce with tho interior is yearly increasing in import- 1 
Euwf, and the discovery of the Great Lake, and the veaearclieaQtwasiJ 
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aa Messrs. Osncl!, HamUton, and others, ore likely to open up 

new fields for the restless sons of tmde, and to pave the way for the 
introdactioh of British manufactures into the very heart of Africtl> 
The twelve thousand Dutch malcoutenta beyond the Vaal, though 
they have done their best to put themselves beyond the pale ofcirili- 
Eiition, and to stop the current of improvement towards the regioiu 
which they are yet permitted to retain, cannot be altogether inde- 
pendent of supplies from the Port, or the chief towns of the colony) 
and the road to the Mooi Dorp, the capital of their territory, is con- 
stantly traversed by wagons loaded with merchandize for the self- 
esiled people. The missionary ostahliHhments, too, contribute not a 
little to swell the extent of this truffle, the greater part of whichi 
Bince the occupation of Natal, finds ifa way over the Drakcnherg, and 
must pftsa throngh Harrismith, thus making it the rendezvous of the 
traders from every side. Here the Natal merchants will establiBh 
stores to supply their inland customers, who will gladly unload th^ 
wagons on that side of the mountain, and spare their oxen the toil- 
flomc jonmey through the hilly roads and nnhealthy climate of Natal, 
with the chance of swollen rivers to prevent their return. Thus, i 
addition to a constant succession of passing visitors, a resident popn- 
lation will spring up, under whose auspices the ilorp will rapidly riae 
in importance. Forms ivill no longer ho suffered to lie waste and 
unimproved, but will he covered with fiocks of sheep, and herds of 
cattle and horses ; the qualities of the soil will be ascertained and 
turned to the best advantage, and Harrismith will justify the praisa 
of its supporters, by becoming the first city of the northern Sove- 
reignty! 

I will not weary the reader with the details of onr joumq' bac^ 
to Natal, which could contain nothing novel or intei'csting. 

Wo left Plaatberg on the 2nd of December, and the following day 
descended the mountain without accident or difficulty. Not &t front 
its foot, close to the head waters of the Klip River, I descried a tent 
at some distance from the road, indicating a now settler's location, 
and as on the veldt a human habitation of any kind is seldom passed 
nnvisited, I throw the saddle on my horse, and galloped e 
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make a passing call, and satisfj- my corio^tv. As I drew near I <««! 
strock with the extreme beauty of the situadon, which had CTidcntly 
been chosen rather by a lover of the picturtsqae than by a mere 
practical farmer. It was one of those little nooks, formed by the 
projecting roots of the Drakcnberg which I have roentioDed in a 
former chapter as constituting part of the scenery at its base. In 
&ont rose a thickly-wooded bank, with green sides sloping gently 
down to the ncwly-bom Etream, whose banks had not yel assamed 
the broken and precipitous appearance that African rivers are wont 
to present, but were soft and ronoded like those of an English 
meadow brook. On all sides the rising ground ahnt ont the dreary 
prospect, and gave a sheltered appearance to the spot, Tery different 
from the open plains of the Sovereignty. As I was following with 
my eye the mazy windings of the stream through the rushy tUi be- 
yond, I was accosted by a shout of welcome irom a well-known voice, 
and turning round recognized my fellow -passenger W , the im- 
porter of tlie Scotch cart. After the first exclamations of surprise 
and greeting he told me that — being resolved not to settle on ft place 
without trees — he had traTersed Natal in the vain search for land which 
united the required condition with other eligible qaalities, till, chance 
conducting him to this spot, he determined to pitch his tent here, 
and had purchased a hundred acres from the Boer to whom they 
belonged— and who turned out to be om' old acquaintance De Lange — 
for the apparently moderate sum of j£10 (one-half the price of Crown 
land in Tfatal). Hans was too glad to catch a purchaser, and made 

ample promises of assistance, to which TV had given more credit 

than they deserved. He had since been struggling against a host of 
hardships and difficulties, before which a leas determined spirit would 
have quailed. His Kafir servants had deserted him, as tliey are apt 
to do, either from caprice or from some misunderstanding, which a 
knowledge of their language might have prevented, and for a long 
time he waa unable to find a white man to supply their place. " Do 
you see that fellow?" said he, pointing to a most suapicious-looking 
character who was sauntering along with a few eticks under his arm, 
a runaway sailor, and came to me in great distress. He is 
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"SHE MILKKD THE DCS COW," 

nllcn, kzy, and impudeut, and j-ct I haidlj dare find fault vitb him 
much less give him the thrashing ho richly iceritB, lest he dumld 
leave me. Worthless as he is I cannot well do without Hm, and he 
knows it I have got a fow mealies in, and have been trying to n 
a garden, bat the groimd is so hard that after breaking three apadn 
I have been obliged for the present to give op the attempt For tooi 
live on mealie cakes, eggs, and milk, thinking ouraelvea Incky if 
get ft piece of meat once in the three necks. The worst part of fii« 
basinoBi is the tent, which, while it affords but a poor shelter from lie 
rain, is a perfectoven in sunshine, and in a high wind fhreatens to faU 
Upon onr heads. There is as yet no sign of the house which De Lange 
promised to put up for me, and 1 find, now that I have paid for the 
land, that I cannot reckon much upon his assistance. If I add that 
I have been for soma time without tobacco I believe my catalogue of 
miseries will be completed. For the rest wo were never in better 
health, and my wife, who was rather disheartened at first, ia begin- 
ning to be reconciled to her lot, and, oa you see, takes her share of 
the duties of the farm." And I hastened to pay my respects to Mrs. 

W , who, neat and cheerful as ever, was busUy milking a 

vicious-looking cow. " Do not come too near," said ahe, as she held 
out her hand, " Mie^e might kick i she will let no one touch her ( 
but with me she is as quiet aa a lamb. Ar'nt you, Mietje P" and 
Mictje gave a. pecoliar shake of her horns, which I believe waj 
tended as an acknowledgment. I spent a pleasant evening with my 
friendij, who were loth t« let me depart, and at length took leave, 
charged with sundry commissions at Maritzburg, vrhicli I duly eie 
cutcd. I have never heard of them since, and I dure say they an 
still in their tent woiking as hard and as cheerfully as ever; bu 
though the land is certainly equal, if not superior, to the average ii 
point of fertility, and though W — — is one of those characters that i 
seem made for fighting an up-hill game, 1 fear it will be a long time 
before their labours will produce any material effect towards the im- 
provement of tlieir condilion. Situated in a remoto comer, amongst 
a population entirely Dutch, and at so great a distance from any 
market, they have fearful odds to contend against, and should they 



WHO ARE YOU? IB 

succeed they will shew that tte downriglit peraevcrance of an Eng- 
lish gentleman can baffle the cnlculationH of the most experienced 
Dutch farmers, and triumph over all obstacles. 

We reached Bushman's Hiver on the 7tli. Mrs. Flory welcomed 
me hack to civiliaed life with her beat cnrtscy, and, still better, with a 
real Sunday dinner of roast beef and plmn-pudding, aud a bottle of 
pale ale, which, as she observed, after coming from " thoae Bavage 
parts," I was in a disposition to enjoy thoroughly. My appearojice, 
I fear, must have fully justified the good lady in her remark, for 
wheu, ou our arrival at the Umgcni, I encountered at Lodge's door a 
weil-dreaaed pic-nie party, with several of whom I was acquainted, 
the ladies started hack, and gave me, as Lodge had it, " a wide berth," 
while my friend Charles Fjvie, who evidently felt called upon to 
assert bis dignity as the Cavatier dea ijanies, stared up in my face with 
a look of cool astonishment, which seemed to say, " Fray, air, have 
you not mistaken the room P" I began to think I had, and to recol- 
lect that a dress such as I have dcacribcd in the early port of this 
chapter, with a beard of two mouth's growth, were not esaotly 
fitted for appearing in respectable aociety. So I retreated to the 
kitchen, took my glass of beer there in quiet obscurity, and did not 
mount Schutkraal for a twelve mile gallop into Maritzburg, till a 
razor and the pick of my scanty wardrobe had metamorphosed me 
into something less savage and alarming. 
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Christuas in the southern hcnuBphere ! the thermometer at 80*, 
and everybody panting for shade ! all superfiuous clothing discarded I 
linen jacketa and straw hata ! ripening gropes, and grass breast 
high ! Who coiJd recognize ChriBtmaa in siioh guise ? Where is 



Where are the eaog carpeted room, the close drawn curCaina, Om 
l^hted tapers, the blazing Yule Log ? Surely it must be a dream ! 

Such were my thoughts as, on returning from a moonlight ride, 
viHh which we had ronclnded oar ChriEtmas festivities, I gazed from 
my bed-room window just before sunrise, on the 26th of December. 
A gauzy heat-mist hung in the air, through whose transparent veil 
the landscape seemed invested with a softness foreign to its choracter, 
while a streak of pale pink from behind the sable-monntain heralded 
the dawn, and spread a warm blush over the sky. It was just the 
momicg for a pleasure excursion, and to such a purpose we had. 
directed it, having made up a party the previous evening for a visit 
to Spyoen Kop, a post of the Kafir police, near the Kathlamba moun- 
tains, about thirty-five miles due west of Maritzburg. We had been 
invited to accompany Mr. Houel, a captain of the corps who was 
proceeding thither on duty. I say ice, for I had returned to my old 
quarters, where there were Just enough resident boarders to form a 




TnE CATALCADE. la 

plpasant little coterie, independent of chance viBitors and passing 
guests, so that " Balcony House," oi " The Coonery," as it was 
jokingly called, vore rather the air of a club than a place of public 
entertainment. 

Our host E , a jovial Irishman, whose good humour and 

drollery contributed to make his house agreeable, was on this occasion 
to make his tirst essay in African horsemanship, and 'we anticipated 
no small amusement &om the exhibition. My two friends J. aud 
C. F , with one more, completed our party. 

Climbing the steep hill, whose ascent had cost aa so much trouble 
with the wagon two months before, we turned off the main Drakcn- 
bcrg road, and cantered gaily along' a narrower but still perceptible 
track, which in about three hours brought us to the farm of an 
English settler, remarkable for the peculiar construction of the dwel- 
ling'houee. It was composed entirely of sticks and grass, like a 
Kafir hut, but instead of being shaped like a single bee-hive, it was 
like two divided, and put together thus ^ T , and the elevation at a 
distance gives us the idea of half a gigantic melon. The rough and 
simple materials wore so neatly put together as to have quite a finished 
appearance, and a little porch completed the effect, and made if look 
not only habitable but really elegant, and certainly much more suited 
to the country than a storing whit« house, such as is to be seen on 
moat of the Dutch farms. Proceeding onward, we crossed tlvo Umgeni 
by a ford called " Old Man's Drift," and towards evening entered on 
a wooded and highly picturesque landscape, such, as I did not believe 
to havo existed in Natal. There was no line of demarcation to show 
where the plain ended and the forest began ; but the two were insen- 
sibly blended ; patches of yellow sward running in among the trees, 
and clumps of buah standing out in the open field, till one wight 
almost fancy oneself in an English park. Occasionally yelping of cura, 
and perhaps a thin column of smoke, would announce the vicinity 
of a Eafir kraal, for the natives prefer a bush country, and dis- 
play great taste in the choice of a situation. Engrossed with the 
scene, 1 had lagged some way behind my comrades, and in pushing 
forward to overtake them was surprised to find Schutkraal eshi!>c& 
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were ordered to bring their mufikets, and we 
^tuesdng their skill in ball practice, nhich 
lark was a etane, the distance about a hun- 
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e the mosket was at their shoulder, 
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lays at Spyoen Eop, and then bid adica 

our homeward trek, not with- 

e poasihilitj of aeoomplishing it withn 

inroad, which, though longer, was easier 
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il forest scenery which I have already 
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I, my friends so kindly porsiated 
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lur, and there n'ss little doubt that tbcj were itil) wittiio the wrovit ^ 
of the vood. 

And now, lect the reBder full into the same mistake with our- 
I'ca, and work himaelf into a reiy anneccagHrj fit of excitement, 1 
rony oa welt dL^ppoint him at oDce. In vbIq did the Gaflrs, in open 
line and with bayonets fixed, traverse the tang-led forest once and 
again from end to end, filling the air with their shouts; in vain did 
ve, posted in pairs at the most hkclj points of exit, anxiously listen 
fbr the Blightest sound that might indicate the approach of the royal 
game, cshortiiig one another to stand firm in case of a charge. The 
lions kept close; and without dogs it was impossible to rouie them, 
So after riding up the perpendicular sides to the top of the ridge, 
whence we got a fine view of the Mooi and Bushman's Rivers, and the 
whole country, from the Mnritzburg hills on the one side, to the 
Drakenberg on the other, we were obliged to return to the oamp 
without accomplishing our object! 

To console as for our disappointment, Howell entertained ns with 
a Kafir war dance, of which I cannot hope to convey more than a. 
very fuint impression. ITio Kafirs formed themselves into a semi- 
circte, and began by slowly moving feet and arms to a monotonons 
tunc. Growing more and 'more excited, their action increased in 
energy and fierceness, their songs became louder, till at length there 
-was a perfect storm of singing, yelling, and stamping, the latter, 
especially, so regular and violent, as to leave a deep dent in the hard 
Boil. Throughout the whole of the manceuvres, they kept the most 
correct time with voice, arms, and feet, and observed an evident 
method in the midst of the apparent tumult and disorder. We wei^e 
particularly amused with the coolness of Corporal Cork, a squat little 
figure, whose appearance with the welcome cup of coflce in the morn- 
ing was always hailed with delight, and who, on the strength of his 
position as attendant on the white men, did not think it necessary to 
over-exert himself, and tliough he joined in the movements of his 
brethren, seemed to consider the whole a&ir as a good joke, and 
grinned familiarly at as, as much as to say that he only did it to 
liamour them. There was no dent in the ^ound where he stood. 
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After ttiis the men were ordered to bring their muskets, and we 
had aa opportunity of witnessing their akill in ball practice, which 
was very tolerable. The mark was a. stone, the distance aimut a hun- 
dred and fifty yordBi and though they handled their pieces in all sorts 
of queer ways, some firing before the musket was at thdr shoulder, 
while others held it there for a minute or two, yet the stone was re- 
peatedly stTQck, and on the whole I have aeeu wurse shooting among 
regular soldiers. 

We spent threo pleasant days at Spyoon Kop, and then hid odiea 
to our kind entertainer, and started on our homeward trek, not with- 
out some apprehensions as to the possibihty of accomplishing it withn 
the day. We chose the wagon road, which, though longer, was easier 
to find, and which, besides, would lead us over a new country. We 
passed through the same beautiful forest scenery which I have already 
described, and saw sevEral well-kept farms, with brick housea and 
buildings upon them, and the only incidtnt which occurred before we 
reached Umgeni was a chance shot at a bosch-bok [Tragelaphut 
aykaiica). Long before this, poor Schutkraal was reduced to a walk, 
and when we ofi'-aaddlcd on the other side of the drift, we had the 
pleasant prospect of sixteen miles at a foot's pace under a pelting rain, 
for I waa obliged to dismount, and could cot persuade my eompaniona 
to push on and leave me. 

Many a laugh we had enjoyed that day at the espense of poor 
E— — , whose short figure, clothed in a long ahooting-jacket of mine, 
bobbing tip and down upon his saddle (no easy-chair to him), was a 
perpetual source of merriment. But the tables were now to be turned. 
After I had trudged on for some miles, my irionds so kindly persisted 
in offering to relievo me, that I at length acceded, and mounted p, 
spirited little horse of Charles Fyvie's, who undertook the difficult 
task of leading, or rather dragging, Schutkraal along, while 1 insisted 
on carrying his gun in addition to my ovm, confident of my horse- 
manship, and disregarding my friend's warning, " that Wiltshire was 
not to be trified with." lie waa right enough : no sooner did the 
httle animal feel the increased weight, and the contact of the barrel 
irith either shoulder, than he arched his back, sprung up in the o.i.'c. 
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liir, and there was little doubt that they v 
of the wood. 

And now, le»t the reader fall into tile same mislakii with o 
■elvea, and work himself into a very unneeeBsary fit of eicitemenl 
may na well disappoint him at once. In vain did the KafirB, in open 
line and witli bayonets fixed, traverse the tangled forest once and 
again from end to end, filling the air with their shouts i 
we, posted in pairs at the most likely points of exit, anxionsly listen 
for the slightest sound that might indicate the approach of the royal 
game, cshorting one another to stand firm in case of a charge. The 
lions kept closej and without dogs it was impoHsible to roaae them. 
So after riding up the perpendicular sides to the top of the ridge, 
whence we got a fine Tiew of the Mooi and Bushman's lUvers, and the 
whole country, from the Maritzburg hills on the one aide, to the 
Drakenbcrg on the other, we were obliged to return to the camp 
without accomplishing our object 1 

To console us for our disappointment, Howell entertained ns with 
a Kafir war dance, of which I cannot hope to convey more than a 
very faiat impresBion. The Kafirs formed themselves into a semi- 
drole, and began by slowly moving feet and arms to a monotonous 
tune. Growing more and 'more excited, their action increased in 
energy and fierceness, their songs became louder, till at length there 
'Was a perfect storm of singing, yelling, and stamping, the latter, 
especially, so regular and violent, as to leave a deep dent in the hard 
soil. Throaghout the whole of the manceuvres, they kept the most 
correct time with voice, arms, and feet, and observed an evident 
method in the midst of the opparent tumult and disorder. We were 
porticulorly amused with the coolness of Corporal Cork, a squat little 
figure, whose appearance with the welcome cup of coifee in the morn- 
ing was always hailed with delight, and who, on tie strength of his 
position as attendant on the white men, did not think it necessary to 
ovcr-exerf himself, and though he joined in the movements of his 
brethren, seemed to consider the whole affair as a good joke, and 
grinned familiarly at us, as much as to say that he only did it to 
humour them. There was no dent in the ground where he stood. 
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After this the men were ordered to bring their miiBketa, nod we 
had an opportunity of witnessing their skill in ball practice, which 
was very tolerable. The mark was a stone, the distanee about a hun- 
dred and fifty yards; and though they handled their pieces in all sorts 
of queer ways, some firing before the musket wob at their shoulder, 
while others held it there for a minute or two, yet the stone was re- 
peatedly struck, and on the whole I have seen worse shooting among 
regular soldiers. 

Wo spent three pleasant days at Spyoen Kop, and then bid adieu 
to our kind entertainer, and started on our homeward trek, not with- 
out some apprehensions as to the possibility of aceompliahing it withn 
the day. We chose the wagon road, which, though longer, was easier 
to find, and which, besides, would lead as over a new conutry. Wo 
passed through the same beautiful forest scenery which I have uheady 
described, and saw several well-kept farms, with brick houses and 
buildings upon them, and the only incident which occurred before wo 
reached Umgeni waa a chance shot at a bosch-bok {Tragelapkus 
syhaiica). Long before tins, poor Schutkraal was reduced to a walk, 
and when we off-saddled on the other side of the drift, we had tlie 
pleasant prospect of sixteen miles at a foot's pace under a pelting rain, 
for I was obliged to dismount, and could not porsuade my companions 
to push on and leave me. 

Many a laugh wo had enjoyed that day at the espenae of poor 

E , whose short figure, clothed in a long shooting-jacket of mine, 

bobbing Qp and down upon his saddle (no easy-chair t^j him), was a 
perpetnol source of merriment. But the tables were now to be turned. 
After I had trudged on for some miles, my Mends so kindly persisted 
in offering to relieve me, that I at length acceded, and mounted a 
spirited httle horse of Charles Pyvie'a, who undertook the difficult 
task of leading, or rather dragging, Schutkraal along, while I insisted 
on carrying his gun in addition to my own, confident of my horse- 
manship, and disregarding my friend's warning, " that Wiltshire was 
not to be trifled with." He was right enough : no sooner did the 
little anima! feel the increased weight, and the contact of the barrel 
"with either shoulder, than he arched his bock, sprung up in tliQ oii:. 
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^^Blsir, and there was little doubt that thcj were ctiU within the iwimt * 
^^^Baf the wood. 

^^^B And now, leet the reader Toll into tlic saroo nuBtoke with oar' 

^^^■■elTes, and work liimseif into a very unnecessary fit of eseitement, I 

^^^■ttay as well disappoint him at onte. In vain did the Kafirs, in open 

^^^BUnc and with bnyoneta fixed, traverao the tangled forest once and 

^^^^ again from end to end, filling the air with their shouls; in vain did 

we, posted in pairs at the most likely pointa of exit, anxiously listen 

for the eligbtest aoond that might indicate the approach of the royal 

^^^_ game, exhorting one another to stand firm io cose of a charge. The 

^^^b'Uons kept cloae; and without dogs it waa impossible to ronse them, 

^^^■'& after riding up the perpendicular aides to the top of the ridge, 

^^^1 Wheneo wc got a fine fiew of the Mooi and Bushman's Rivers, and the 

whole country, irom the Mnritzburg hills on the one aide, to the 

Drakenberg on the other, we were obliged to return to the camp 

^^^ without awomplisbing our object! 

^^^L To conECile us for our disappointment, Howell entertained us with 
^^^Ba Kafir war danoe, of which I cannot hope to convey more than a 
^^^T very faint impression. ITie Kafirs formed themselves into a aemi- 
I circle, and began by slowly moving feet and arms to a monotonous 

tune. Growing more and 'more excited, their action increased in 
energy and fierceness, their songs became louder, till at length there 
was a perfect storm of singing, yelling, and stamping, the latter, 
especially, so regular and violent, as to leave a deep deot in the hard 
soil. Tlirooghout the whole of the manoeuvres, they kept the most 
correct time with voice, arms, and feet, and observed an evident 
method in the midst of the apparent tumult and disorder. We were 
parttcularl; amused with the coolness of Corporal Cork, a squat little 
figure, wlioae ftppeamnce with the welcome cup of cofiee in the morn- 
ing was always hailed with delight, and who, on the strength of his 
position as attendant on the white men, did not think it necessarj' to 
over-exert himself, and though he joined in the moTements of his 
brethren, aecmed to consider the whole oflair as a good joke, and 
grinned familiarly at us, as much as to say that he only did it to 
_ iiumour them. There was no dent in the ground where he stood. 
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After this the men were ordered to bring their muskets, and we 
had an opportunity of witnessing their akiU in ball practice, which 
was Tory tolerable. The mark waa a stone, the distance about a hun- 
dred and fifty yards; and though they handled their pieces in all sorts 
of queer ways, some firing before the musket wai at their shoulder, 
while others held it there for a minute or two, yet the stone was re- 
peatedly struck, and on the whole I have seen worse shooting among 
regular soldiers. 

We spent three pleasant days at Spyoen Kop, and then bid adieu 
to our kind entertainer, and started on our homeward Irek, not with- 
out some apprehensions as to the possibility of accomplishing it withn 
the day. We chose the wagon road, which, though longer, was easier 
to find, and which, besides, would lead us over a new country. We 
passed through the same beautiful forest scenery which I have aJready 
described, and saw seTeral wcll-iept farms, with brick houses and 
buildings upon them, and the only incident which occurred before we 
reached Umgeni was a chance shot at a bosch-bok {Tragetapkiis 
si/Uaiica). Long before this, poor Schutkraol was reduced to a walk, 
and when we off-saddled on the other side of the drift, wo had the 
pleasant prospect of sixteen miles at a foot's pace under a pelting rain, 
for I was obliged to dismount, and could not persuade my companions 
to push on and leave me. 

Many a laugh we had enjoyed that day at the expense of poor 

E , whose short figure, clothed in a long shooting-jacket of mine, 

bobbing up and down upon his saddle (no easy-chair to him), was a 
perpetual source of merriment. But the tables were now to be turned. 
After I had trudged on for some miles, my friends so kindly persisted 
in oflfering to relievo mo, that I at length acceded, and mounted p. 
spirited little horse of Charles Fyrie's, who undertook the diihcnlt 
task of leading, or rather dragging, Schutkraol along, while I insisted 
on carrying his gun in addition to my own, confident of my horse- 
manship, and disregarding my friend's warning, " that Wiltshire was 
not to be trifled with." Ho was right enough : no sooner did the 
little animal feel the increased weight, and the contact of the barrel 
viQi either shoulder, than he arched his hock, sprung up in the tui. 
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lair, ond there was little doubt that they were iitill within the cmniit ^ 
of the wood. 

And now, lect the reader fall into the some miitlake with o 
■elves, and work himself into n very unneceBsary fit of excitMncnt, I 
may as well disappoint him at once. In vain did the Kafirs, in open 
line and with bayonets fiit-d, traverse the tangled forest once and 
again from end to end, filling tho air with their shouta ; 
we, posted in pairs at the moat likely points of exit, ansiously listen 
for tho shghtest sound that niight indicate the approach of the royal 
game, exhorting one another to stand firm in ease of u charge. The 
lions kept close; and without dogs it was impossible to rouse them. 
So after riding up the perpendicular sides to the top of the ridge, 
whcnee we got a fine view of the Mooi and Bushman's fiJvers, and the 
whole country, from the Maritzburg hills on the one side, to the 
Drakenberg on the other, we were obliged to return to the camp 
without accomplishing our objeetl 

To console tw for onr disappointment, Howell entertained ua with 
a Kafir war dance, of which I cannot hope to convey more than a 
very faint impression. The Kafirs formed thcmflclves into a semi- 
circle, and began by slowly moving feet and arms to a monotonous 
tune. Growing more and 'more excited, their action increased in 
energy and fierceness, their songs became louder, till at length there 
was a perfect storm of singing, yelling, and stamping, the latter, 
especially, so regular and violent, as to leave a deep dent in the hard 
soil. Throughout the whole of tho manoeuvres, they kept the most 
correct time with voice, arms, nnd feet, and observed an evident 
method in the midst of the apparent tunrnlt and disorder. We were 
particularly amused with the coolness of Corporal Cork, a squat little 
figure, whose appearance with the weleomo cup of coffee in the morn- 
ing was always hailed with deUght, and who, on the strength of hia 
position as attendant on the white men, did not think it necessary to 
over-esert himself, and though he joined in the movements of his 
brethren, seemed to consider the whole affair as a good joke, and 
giinned familiarly at us, as much as to say that he only did it to 
hnmour them. There waa no dent in the ground where he stood. 
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After this dc men wero ordered, to bring their maakets, and wa 
had an opportunity of ■witnessing their etill in I>all praetice, which 
was very tolerable. The mark was a stone, the distanoe about a hun- 
dred and fifty yards; and though they handled then- pieces in nil Earts 
of queer ways, some firing before the musket ■was at their shoulder, 
while others held it there for a minute or two, yet the atone was re- 
peatedly struck, and on the whole I have seen worse shooting among 
regular soldiers. 

We spent three pleasant days at Spyoen Kop, and then hid adieu 
to our kind entertainer, and started on our homeward trek, not with- 
out some apprehensions as to the possibtUty of accomplishing it withn 
the day. We chose the wagon road, which, though longer, was easier 
to find, and which, besides, would lead us over a new country. We 
passed throagh the sameheautifol forest scenery which I have already 
described, and saw several well-kept farms, with brick houses and 
buildings upon them, and the only incident which occurred before we 
reached Umgeni was a chance shot at a bosch-bok {Tragelaphus 
syhatica). Long before this, poor Schutkraal was reduced to a walk, 
and when we off-saddled on the other side of the drift, we had the 
pleasant prospect of sixteen miles at afoofspace under a pelting rain, 
for 1 was obliged to dismount, and could not persuade my companions 
to push on and leave me. 

Many a laugh we had enjoyed that day at the expense of poor 

E , whose short figure, clothed in a long shooting-jacket of mine, 

hohbing up and down upon his saddle (no easy-chair to him), was a 
perpetual source of merriment. But the tables were now to he turned. 
After I had trudged on for some miles, my friends so kindly persisted 
in offering to reEeve me, that I at length acceded, and mounted ^ 
spirited little horae of Charles Fyrie'a, who undertook the difficult 
task of leading, or rather dragging, Schutkraal along, while I insisted 
on carrying hia gun in addition to my own, confident of my horse- 
manship, and disregarding my friend's warning, " that Wiltshire was 
not to he trifled with." He whs right enough : no sooner did tho 
little animal feel the increased weight, and the contact of the barrel 
with either shoulder, than he arched his hack, sprung up in the Biic, 
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lair, and (here was little doubt that thej were itill witliin tbe circuit 
of the wood. 

And now, lest the reader fall into the same miatake with our- 
selves, and nark himself into a very unneceasarf lit of excitement, I 
may as well disappoint him at once. In vain did the Kafirs, in open 
line and with bayonets flsed, traverse the tangled forest once and 
again fram end to end, filling the air with their shouts ; in vain did 
wc, posted in pairs at the most hkely paints of exit, anxiously listen 
for the slightest sound that might indicate the approach of the royal 
game, exhorting one another to stand firm iu case of a. charge, The 
lions kept close; and without dogs it was impossible to rouse them. 
So after riding up the perpendicular sides to the top of the ridge, 
■whence we got a fine view of tho Mooi and Bushman's Rivers, and the 
whole country, from the Moritzburg hills on the one side, to the 
Drakcnbcrg on tho other, wc wcro obliged to return to the camp 
without accompUBhing our object ! 

To console us for our disappointment, Howell entertained us with 
a Kafir war dance, of which 1 cannot hope to convey more than a 
very faint impression. The Kafirs formed themselves into a semi- 
circle, and began by slowly moving feet and arms to a monotonous 
tune. Growing more and 'more escited, their action increased in 
energy and fiercenessj their songs became louder, till at length there 
was a perfect storm of singing, yelling, and stomping, tho latter, 
especially, so regular and violent, oa to leave a deep dent in the hard 
soil. Throughout the whole of tho manceuvrea, they kept tlie most 
correct time with voice, arms, and feet, and obaerved an evident 
method in the midst of the apparent tumult and disorder. Wo were 
particularly amused with the coolness of Corporal Cork, a squat httle 
figure, whose appearance with the welcome cup of coffee in the morn- 
ing was always hailed with delight, and who, on the strength of his 
position as attendant on the white men, did not think it neecssary to 
over-exert himself and though he joined in the movements of his 
brethren, seemed to consider the whole affi^ir as a good joke, and 
grinned familiarly at us, as much as to say that he only did it to 
humour them. There was no dent in the ground where he stood. 
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After this the men wero ordered to bring thdr mnakptB, and we 
had an opportunity of witacsBiiig tlieir skill iu hall practice, which 
was very tolerable. Tho mark was a, fitono, the distance about a hun- 
dred aud fifty yards; and though tboy handled their pieces in all sorts 
of queer ways, some firing before the musket waa ftt their Bhoolder, 
while others held it there for a minute or two, yet the stone was re- 
peatedly struck, and on tlie whole I have seen worse thootiog among 
regular soldiers. 

We spent three pleasant days at Spyoen Kop, and then bid adica 
to our kind entertainer, and started on our homeward trek, not with- 
out some apprehensions as to the possibility of accompliahing it withn 
the day. We chose the wagon road, which, though longer, was easier 
to find, and which, besides, would lead ns oTer a new country. Wo 
passed through the same beautiful forest scenery which I have already 
described, and saw several well-kept farms, with brick houses and 
buildings upon them, and the only incident which occurred before we 
reached Umgeni was a chance shot at a boaeh-bofc {Tragelaphu* 
sylvatka). Long before this, poor Schutkraal was reduced to a walk, 
and when we off-saddled on the other side of the drift, we had the 
pleasant prospect of sixteen miles at a foot's pace under a pelting rain, 
for I was obliged to dismount, and could not persuade my companions 
to push on and leave me. 

Many a langh wo had enjoyed that day at the expense of poor 

E , whose short figure, clothed in a long shooting-jacket of mine, 

bobbing up and down upon Hs saddle (no easy-chair to him), was a 
perpetual source of merriment. But the tables were now to be turned. 
After I had trudged on for some miles, my friends so kindly persisted 
in offering to relieve me, that I at length acceded, and mounted Jl 
spirited little horse of Charles Fyvie's, who undertook the difficult 
task of leading, or rather dragging, Schutkraal along, while I insisted 
on carrying his gun in addition to my own, confident of mj horse- 
manship, and disregarding my friend's warning, " that Wiltshire was 
not to be trifled with." He was right enough : no sooner did the 
little animal feel the increased weight, and the contact of tJie banr' 
_lrith. either shoulder, than he arched his back, sprnng up in the 
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^Hm Datcb in the colony, la the firtit ptace, he mnst never approach 
the house otherwise than at a sbw and quiet pace. Secondly, when 
asking for lioapitolitv, he niuat never dismount liU it is granted, and 
the Boer tella him to " off-gaddle." Thirdly, h* must shake hands 
with tho whole family, down to the nrehin of fgur years old. He 
must not offer any rcmunendon, unless it be lor forage for hia horse, 
as it would be deemed an insult. Ue must start as early as possible 
nest morning, and on no aecount prolong bis stay beyond the time 
absolutely necessary for the rest of lun)seU' and hit nag. He must 
never pass bis entertainer again without shaking him by the hand ; 
and, as a general rule, he must be very cautious lest in common con- 
versation he may let a word drop which may be construed against the 
Dutch, singly or collectively, — far a bird of tho air will carry it, and a 
hasty word may cost him many a night in the Velilt, and many a 
refusal of asaiatance when most he may need it. A friend of mine who 
was tempted, in the heat of argument, to use a sarcastic expression, 
with reference to the Boers, become from that moment a marked 
man among them ; anda Yorkshire farmer, whose letter, containing on 
exaggerated picture of Dutch manners and customs, intended, pro- 
bably for the amusement of bis friends, was indiscreetly published 
in the papers, roused their indignation to such a pitch, that, had A&ica 
been a land of bowie-knives, I would not hare given much for his 
personal safety. The Dutch, indeed, are quite as susceptible on this 
point as the Yankees. " They must be cracked up, or they rile." 
But their bark is worse than their bite, and they have more of lie 
milk of human kindness about them than their talk would lead a 
stranger to infer. A remarkable instance of this is said to have 
occurred at Boem Floats. Aa offlcerof the Cape Corps, being wounded 
and unhorsed, was left to the mercy of the rebels, who were about to 
dispatch him, when he cried out, '•Most ne schut tie. Vrouw en 
hinder.'" Don'tshoot — wife and ebildien." They eould not resist this 
appeal to their homo sympathies, and actually lowered their pieces 
and suffered their enemy to escape. Such an incident occurring in 
the heat of a desperate skirmish, is rare in the annals of civilized war- 
and is highly honourable to a rude and uncaltivated people, 
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rnnkling nnder the bbdhb of injurj', whetlier real or supposed, and 
inflamed by the artful miarepreseDta.tiDna of a cteycrand uapiincipled 
leader. 

With regard to tte cruelties of which they have boon accuBed, in 
their dealings with the natives, they will appeal', if judged hy oommon 
sense, instead of the morbid sensibility 'which prevails in refcrenoe 
to this subject, to be no more than the natural results of all conflicts 
between the white man and the savage, in whatever conntiy they may 
occur, and their conduct is mild and gentle when compared witll that 
of our own colonists towards the native tribes of America. As masters, 
the Dutch are severe but rarely nnjust ; and it is notorious Uiat they 
not only make better servants of their Kafirs, but retain, them longer 
in their service, than Englishmen can do. 

Much as I hare said about African travelling, I have as yet 
alluded but casually to its chief incident, the crossing of flooded rivers, 
at all times attended with difficulty and delay, and occasionally with 
great danger. Ferries aro now established along tlie line of road 
between Mttritzburg and the mountains, and the only inconvenience 
incnrred is that of unloading the wagon, and taking it to pieces. It 
ia then conveyed across with perfect safety. The osen ore driven 
into the stream, and find their way over easily enough. Horses are 
made to swim by the side of the boats, one at a time, guided by a rein 
fastened round the neck, and held by one of the passengers. But 
where such means of transit do not exist, the passage is often a very 
hazardous affair, and seldom does a summer puss without ita catalogue 
of mournM events from this cause. During my atay in the country, the 
Umgeni and Tugela were impassable for several weeks, and, among the 
fatal accidents, the colony wosdeprivedof oneof itsmost enterprising 
Bcftlors, Mr. M'Neil. He was a btild and expert swimmer, and on 
reaehing the bank of tie flooded Urageni, had tied hia clothes in a 
bundle round his neck, and plunged without hesitation intottie water. 
The current was strongest on the landing side, and whether he was 
too exhausted to stem it, or struck against some rock beneath the 
surface, or was pulled down by the weight of his bundle, it was 
I impossible to conjecture, but he suddenly disappeared from the sight 
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At the third step the water flovred above my kuees with a force that 
made Bchutkrani reel. At one moment be mounted upon a rook 
which rose almost to the aarface ; the next he vat ont of his depth, 
iggling with the current A desperate plunge, and he has 
regained his feet, and holds on bravely, while I eneouragc him with 
hand and voice. A stumble were destmction,^ — but the shuUow water 
is gained now, and the old horse deUberately stoops down and takes 
a long refreshing draught. Then, pricking his ears, he springs up 
the steep hank, breaks into a voluntary canter, and in another minute 
stops at Lodge's door. 

J knew a colonist who, when he came to a deep river, always rode 
hia horsG into the stream, and then, slipping over his back, swam 
behind, holding on by the (ail, — thus serving as a rudder to steer his 
horse, while he reheved bim of his weight, and also supporting him- 
self against the violence of the current. If this sounds like a joke, I 
can assure the reader that it is gravely meant, and that, having tried 
the piun myself, I can honestly i-eeommend it. To a neiTous person, 
it has this great advantage, that it deprives him of the power of 
clutching at the bridle, which he would otherwiae infallibly do when 
his horse is swimming, and which is the readiest method of drowning 
him. " When he feels the bottom," said the same adviser to me, 
■' hold bim up with hand and heel ; but the moment he is out of his 
depth, let him have hia head quite free, or he is gone." 

To the Kafir these swollen rivers are no obstacle. He takes to the 
■water like a Newfoundland dog, whose manner of swimming he 
closely follows; and it is a strong current that stops him on hia way. 
But white men ore not all quite as amphibious ; and a few bridges 
would be a gruat boon to the colony, whenever the money can be 
found for their erection. One was talked of across the Umgeni 
before I left, and, I dare say, has ere now been completed. 

About ten miles beyond the L'mgeni Falls, there is a cataract, on 

' of its tributary streams, which, though less known, equals it in 
height, and far surpasses it in beauly. 

Having stood upon Table Bock, and gazed upon that wonder of 
wonders, Niagara, till an idea of its innncnsity grew upon the uiind. 
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Bwallo-wing' np all other thoughtB, and leaving netting- but a painful 
sensation of helplessness a"nd feebleness, such as one might expect 
to feel in the presence of a superior being, I suppose I ought, in strict 
propriety, to speak of an African waterfall with something very lite 
ooutempt. I know many a fisherman who, after having felt a sixteen 
pound salmon at the end of his Uno, laughs at the light single-handed 
rod with which his friend loves to hoguilo the lively, but less ponder- 
ous trout, and calla it a child's toy. I confess, that to nie this habit 
of viewing everything comparatively has ever appeared most absurd, 
tending as it does to circumscribe withia such narrow hmits one's 
enjoyment of varied traits or diversion, Having killed many a 
salmon, I can thoroughly enjoy a day among tho gndgeoni — and 
having seen Niagara, I could atill find much to admire in the Saor- 
kloof Falls. 

Let the reader imagine himself walking along the bank of a little 
sprait such as I have already more than once described, and let it be 
in summer, that the graaa may ho high and green ; suddenly he finds 
himself, without any previous warning (unJcaa a dull roar, appearing 
to come from the bowels of the earth, shall have awakened his 
curiosity) on the dizzy edge of a rocky precipice, over which the tiny 
stream ia poured, to be lost instantly in a dense mass of foliage that 
clothes it from top to bottom. Peering down through the interlacing 
houghs, he sees a silver thread winding along the centre of the 
ravine i and, turning half round, the Falls are full before liim. Up to 
the very edge of the spray come the trees, giving by the contrast of 
their deep dart green a richer and purer robe of white to the column 
of glassy water, and a brighter hue to the gems of light that sparkle 
on its snowy side, like diamonds on a train of silver tissue. Hundreds 
of baboons sport in fantastic gambols around the pool beneath, which 
looks neither deep nor dark, for the rays of the noonday-sun strike 
up the middle of the ravine, and illumine its profoundest depths. 
Tho scaly liguana gUdes within its waters, or lies basking his whole 
length (some four or five feet) on a fragment of rock by its side, 
ready to dart in at the shghtest alarm. High among the topmost 
twigs that fringe the edge of the ravine, flit tho tiny sugar-birds, 
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.tb their gay and Btreamy plnmagp, bnt fiu below, in tic receases of 
the impenetrable bush, dwells the ssTagQ leopard, and the not less 
dreaded buffalo, whose haunta few would care to disturb. Above the 
chief Fails aro two minor Falls, both of great beauty ; and higher 
still, you may see the river flowing gently through a wide plain, 
which offers a more extended surface for cultivation than is usually 
met with in Natal. 

Hero Mr. Methley, the author of a little work on Natal, written 
in rather too enthusiastic a spirit, owns a large farm, and here, on a 
rising ground above the stream, ho has built what may be called, par 
excellence, the country-seat of Natal. Indeed, it is the only building, 
out of MaritKberg or U'Urban, which pretends to be more than a 
cottage, and it must have cost a considerable sum. The chief room is 
a large handsome library, with carved panels to the doors and stained 
glass in the windows, that give it quite an old-fashioned English 
appearance. Tliere is a handsome verandah, opening on a teiTacP, 
or rather a succession of teiTaces, communicating with one another 
by steps, whore the garden is to bo laid out i but when I was there, 
though the house was complete, and largo stables were in process of 
erection, there was no sigu of plough or spade, beyond a htde plot of 
unfcnced ground with a crop of pease. In a Canadian clearing, ( 
the contrary, a barn would be tie first building put up, and it is often 
filled up more than once before the settler thinks of anything beyond 
his log-iut for his own habitation. In this case, however, the plan 
is likely enough to answer, as Mr. Methley has managed to attract 
Bome of the best and moat hard-working emigrants to bis neighbour- 
hood, and has sold or let them portions of his land, which they are 
turning to good account. One of them, a gentleman from Devon- 
ehire, regaled me with a bowl of genuine clouted cream, such as I 
have never seen equalled but in one dear home on the bonks of the 
Dart. — We sioll never taste it there again ! 

Mr. Mcthlcy's house was advertised for sale; and, should it find 
a good purchaser, is likely to bo the centre of a very plcasint circle of 
society, — for some of the nieeat families of the colony are to bo found 
between the Umgeni and Kaar-kloof. 




" Upi inhlela nn JTyi SpTiiil, grool Englishmans Plaai f (which 
y is the way to Rooky Brook, the bi^ Englishman's farm ?) This bar- 
nrgon of mixed Dutch and Kafir vas addressed to a Bolitarj 
e whom I met at the foot of the Umks, about fifteen miles aoulh- 
eoBt of Maritzhurg, with his bundle of knob-stickfl and asBegais in his 
hand, and a calabaah hanging- over his shoulder. I hod accepted an 
invitation from a IHend to spend a week or two on his farm, the more 
I gladly as I was anxious to exchange the close and sultry aif of the 
I" town for a keener and less enervating atmosphere, and was also very 
desirous to see something more of a settler's life in NataJ than I had 
hitherto had an opportunity of doing. I was now, as far as I could 
guess, about half way on my journey thither, but this part of the 
country waa new to me, and I did not feel very sure that I was on the 
right track. Nor did my sable friend's answer tend ranch to enlighten 
me on this important subject. At fii'st his only reply was, " Mina at 
Oise" (I don't know], the KafirB ordinary response to the white mau; 
but a small present of tobacco having cleared his idea, he pointed out 
the direction with his hand, and said something about " uincumeiim" 
[the reader need not try to pronounce the word, for the c is a click). 
By this I waa reassured, as I knew that " mncumcujti" meant the 
Capo gooseberry, and had been informed that I was to turn off the 
road on arriving at a small thicket of this shrub. Meanwhile it was 
I high time (« off-aaddle, and having prevailed on the Kafir to go and 
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fetcli me a bowl of amaas from a neigKbouring kraal, I tamed towards 
a rained buildiog which slood on the bank of the stream, and marked 
the site of the deserted farm. Dismounting under the sliado of aome 
splendid seringas that ornamented the »toep, I strolled into the 
neglciutod garden. It had evidently been once well stocked and 
tended, and mnst have richly repaid ita cultivator. 

Vines were straggling along the ground in wild Insuriancei the 
peach-trees were still laden with fruit, though the reUcs on the 
ground showed that they had furnished many a feast to the native, 
or passing traveller; and underneath an almond tree, covered with 
ripe almonds, I found two stones, one with its Burfaee slightly hol- 
lowed for the reception of the nut, and another to serve as a hammer, 
placed there as if on purpose for the aceommodalion of the hungry 
wajlarer. The garden fence on one side was of the fig-tree, whoso 
ikiit, in my opinion, is the wbolesomest and best in Airica; and on 
the other a magnificent hedge of pomegranate, at least eight feet 
high, with its ruddy apples nestling amid the bright green leaves, 
and looking all the more tempting from the contrast. 

With theso, and a draught of sour milk, I made a capital lun- 
cheon, and after filling my pockets with almonds, saddled up, and 
proceeded on my journey. 

I should not omit to mention for those who wish to know the 
price of improved laud in Nalal, that this farm was for sale, and I 
believe £1000 had been asked for it. At the average price of two 
shillings per acre, for which land may generally be purchased from 
privato individuals, this would allow £400 for the improvements — 
eonsidorahly above their value ; for the premises would require re- 
building, and tlio ploughed ground, overrun with weeds, would be 
more troublcsomo to bring into cultivation than virgin soil. But in 
the mania for land speculation that lately existed, tlie sum was not 
an escessive one, and the beauty of the sitnation and near neighbour- 
hood of the river, might ahnoat warrant the owner in putting a laney 
price upon it. 

The sun had set ere I I'eached the gooseberry bushes, and after 

! or two ineffectual attempts to discover the Kafir path by which 
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i to turn off, I resolved rather to spend the night where I was, 
tiim to wander on at the risk of loaing myself entirely. Here was 
at once a supper, and a more sheltered couch than is oaaally to be 
found on the Veldt, and the night wind ia sometimes raw and chiliy, 
even in midsmnmer. So I took off bridle and saddle, knee-halterad 
my horse, and having seen him take his usual roll, as a proof that he 
was not the worse for his day's fatigue, fell to picking gooseberries. 
I am sorry that I cannot give the botanical name of this pleasant 
froit. It is inclosed in a leafy envelope, which becomes yellow and 
withered as it ripens; it is of a bright golden colour, and has a 
slightly smoky taste. There are no thorns oa the stem; in short, it 
is as unlike a gooseberry as possible. Having picked my hat full, I lay 
down in the thickest part of the bush, not without some apprehen- 
sions on the score of snakes, for whose habitation tke place seemed 
peculiarly adapted, and with the help of my saddle, made myself 
tolerably comfortable for Uie night. The almonds helped to eke 
out my supper, the never-failing desert followed ; and then such a 
refreshing sleep as I never manage to get now, sineo I have taken 
to scribbling and feather-beds. 

The next morning I discovered the path, not many yards from ray 
sleeping-place; and following its narrow windings through rank 
grass that reached to my horse's shoulder, in about an hoar I arrived 
at my destination, when I did ample justice to the substantial 
breakfast that awaited me. 

I shall devote the rest of this chapter to a sketch of the form, and 
of our daily occupations upon it, from which the reader will be able 
to form some notion of tlie nature of agricultural pursuits in Natal, as 
veil as of the habits and manner of life of those who are engaged in 

The farm contained 500 acres of as good sail as is to be fotmd in 
any part of the colony. Distant from tlie sea about fifteen miles, it 
united the almost tropical climate of the coast, with the healthier and 
purer air of the inland country, and, while it possessed in an eminent 
degree the agricultural qualities of the former, was entirely free 
ftom those evils, which render the lower part of Natal so fatal to 
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I confess, I Bhonld not be inclined to ^vc up bacon so readily ; but 
my host assured me that he had made the esperiment, and vras glad 
to bring it to an end by the aid of his gan ; as to any more butcher- 
like method of terminating their existence, it was out of the questioa 
— the pigs being perfeclly conscious of their deUnquencieB, and 
keeping aloof, on the principle of " no catchee no havoe." 

At meal times, in the principal Kafir hut, we mustered a str 
party. There were two white ser?ants: a rough hard-working 
kbourer from tlie midland counties, and an experienced wagon-driver 
from the old colony. My host and his partner (for the farm wt 
joint concern), with a young lad who had come to acquire a practical 
knowledge of colonial farming, completed the regular group, which 
was now augmented by several guests ; and on one occasion no les 
than fonr sons of English clergymen were gathered round the yelloi 
wood table. 

To save time and trouble^for, as there were no women in thi 
eatablishment, the cooking devolved on one of the labourei-s, ani 
interrupted his more important occupationa — masters and men dined 
at the same board, and a round game of cards often concluded the 
evening, at which gun-wada were Uio harmless substitute for coun 
or coin. Somotimos wo were entertained with mnsic by young 
H — — , who played remarkably well on the accordion, and had 
inexhaustible fund of melodies and variations, from the Overture of 
" Semiramide" to "Jack Eobinaon." There were two copital i 
beds in the hut, and those who could not find room in them were 
content with mattresses on the floor, or climbed up to roost in ham- 
mocks suspended from the coiling, by no means the worst berth on a 
hot night. At sunrise we sallied forth, without much previous 
toilet, to the brook, about a, hundred yards from the door, where a 
deep pool made a splendid bathing-place, and, after a refreshini 
plunge, set about our daily labours. The wagoner is busy making a, 
new tent for the cart ; the labourer is ploughing up new land with a 
team of eight or ten oxen— and it is hard work even then. It must 
be a, strong machine that stands long against the frequent jars which 
a Natal plough has to eneouDter ; and I am not sure that the Dutch 
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one-handled afiaii', DQwieldy and cambrous thoagli it he, is not better 
for breaking up new land than KuDBom'a most perfect instruments. 
Our host is putting a new rail in the gate of the kraal ; the cattle 
having forced it opeu last night, and found their -way into the stand- 
ing com. One of the KaHra is hard at work hoeing joung mealies ; 
while two more of our party are picking the ripe cobs, stripping back 
their leafy coverijig, and hanging them in pairs across the sticks to 
keep till they are taken to market. They will keep better so than if 
tho grains were separated irom their cells — a long and tedious 

Kp-ocess. 

P 60 little are the Bea^ns yet understood, that seed-Hme and harvest 
an often coincident; and the general idea seems to be, with fe'w 
eiceptions, that, pat seeds into the ground when you will, they are 
sure tocomeup,— but the variety of success attending the introduction 
of European plants and grains affords a plain proof that the obseri-anee 
of stated periods for the different procesaes of cultivation ia of import- 
ance here no less than in our northern clime. It remains for experi- 
ence to define their limits, and to eatabliBh something like a regular 
system of Natal agriculture. 

One £alir has driven off the cattle to pasture, while another is 
gone to the nlei to cut tamhookie grass Ibr the thatch of the new 

house. 8 and I have each taken a scythe, and are working 

away at the endless hay-field that surrounds us ; partly with a view 
of securing somo good fodder for the horses tlirough the winter 
months, and j)artly to obviate the necessity of burning close round 
tho homeBtoad, and to keep the fires, which will be spreading in all 
directions in February and March, from approaching too near the 
crops. Besides, I have httle doubt that constant mowing would 
tend to sweeten the gi'ass, to check its rank growth, and improve its 
quality as pasture. 

H has brought up some pine-apple crowns from tho Bay, and 

is digging up the ground in the most sunny spot he can find t« plant 
them. A Kafir is making holes for the posts of a small fence. The 
■way in which he handles the spade is reniarkaUe. He grasps the 
handle with both hands, holding it at arms length, with the face of 
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the apnde turned towards him, and Bticldng it into the ground wifh 
the swing of his arms. He never pressea it tvith hia foot, or naes the • 
handle ua a lever to ahorel out the loose earth, but nil ia done with a 
jerk ; and yet it is aBtoaiahing how quickly he works through the 
bard soil. 

A portion of the morning muBt he devoted to baking ; and as we 
sre nil first-rate hands, at least in oar opinion, we take turns at this 
nccessBTj occupation. How the first lamp of dough was raiaed on. 
the farm is a mraterj ; but that once accomplished, there ia no 
further diffloolty. a handful of jcstCTdays dough making loaven for | 
to-day, and serving all the purpose of a separate preparation of yeast. ' 
It is baked in an iron pot among the wood nGhea, just oa the kettle 
loaf is done in Devonshire, and turns out as good bread as ever was 
toated ; but there b no satisfaction to the colonist in eating imported 
flour, and were I on a farm of my own, I would forcg'o the luxury 
of wheaten bread till 1 could raise it myself It is still a question 
whether wheat will succeed in Katnl. but it will never be solTed 
while farmers are content to grow mealies for sale, and buy the more 
expensive grain for their own consumption. 

I have already spoken of the inconvenience arising from the 
absence of fences in Africa, as well as of the naked appearance 
■which the farms consequently present. Our young maize was nearly 
devoured by riet-boka, and during my stay there waa a constant 
cry of " Schutki'aal is among the pumpkins," and a general rush 
towards the garden — upon which the old horse would hop over the 
low bank, and canter off to a safe distance, whence ho would return 
to renew hia depredations as soon as we were out of sight. 

Tltese banks are quite an insufficient protection, unless the ditch 
be very deep and wide, and the labour of constructing them is 
immense. There is no reason why every crop should not be snr- 
rouaded by a hedge-row as thickand impassable as a briek wall. The 
materials are at hand in every part of thecountry — the prickly cactus, 
the mimosa, with its hooked thorns, from which the tree has received 
of " Wait a bit," the Kafir broom, a light underwood, which 
grows like a weed^all of them, and many more, might, with httle 
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tMnble, be mode to serve as incIosurcB to fields of targe 9«e, while the 
pomegranate and quince, from tbeir thick growth, would lie well 
suited for fencing small courts and gardens. 

Nor is it only as a protection against morouding antelopes tliat I 
make the sng'gostioji. Even were no moro solid advantage to be 
gained, the emigrant farmer will not regret the labour spent in thus 
giving to his cr/ an air of comfort and neatness, a home appearance 
whicil will go far to ompen at for all otier deficiencies. There is 
moro dependit g on su h s n pie matters than niiglit at first be 
supposed. Ord arran„ ment and method, are lost in the con^sion 
of garden, field and p mi es Slovenly and careless habits are 
insenaiblj eng nd ed th ou h the eye upon the mind; and it is to 
these that wo may tra e the shambling, irregular style of living too 
common on Ahican farms. 

To the Afiicander, accustomed to the open scenery of his country, 
when the sight is limited but by some distant rand or mountain, and 
where a home view is seldom to he met vi'ith, this may ajipear almost 
incomprehensible ; but the EngUshman, with the recoUcttion of farm- 
yard and close, orchard and paddock, and all the details of an 
English homestead fresh in his mind, wiU feel the force of my 
remark, and acknowledge that if these advantages are to be obtained, 
they are well worth the trouble of planting a few roods of cuttings, 
'which require little more than sticking into the ground to ensure 
their growth. For my own (lart, I much fear that the sight of a 
hedge-row would go far in deciding mc on the purchase of a farm. I 
can even now remember the deUght 1 experienced when, after a tour 
among the prairies of America, whose characteristic beauty no African 
plain can rival, I first saw tlie neat hedges and green fields on the 
Cheshire bank of the Mersey. 

To those who can sympathize in tie delight of returning after a 
longesile, I need notapologise for inserting the following lines, which 
recurred to mo at the moment ;— 



" Tbe bedgercr 



of old England I 



low in ■ gnceTol circle, 
And now In fOnna! Bquirt, 

iBd nm a ng-^ng cobtk that breaks 
Itt pattflTDj iiuaiol and thre. 



The hniT-fnnl'e roba of 



at glimmota bright— 



Itmt Oie bcdgerow be k nTBterol BigrM 
Thiwicb sU tLe Umlone j-ciT," 

> I Mi dvcUing on the ornamental part, the reader may 
f W Mk tk yisan ^ueBtion, " Does bU thin paj ? Is the 
■iMM«Mrt -tC t^nNttw* likuly to prove a lucrative speculation to the 
^^ ^ri'-^'i 0* <» •'hcd a Unng to the laborious emigrants, so many of 
>*l|>ft«W duuvs within the laat two years to cmburk in it?" 
|»wwr ftnt in ihii nords of a Uut^h gentlemaD, — a twelve 
il ia XataJ, — nhosD opinion ia at all eveats disinteroBted, 
I WwU^nvviu talents and euterprize give weight to his 
c. ho takes mattct'a as they have hitherto been, 
g attownv for the improvements which may he iotro- 
t iti*.vi«fiM which may he made, for the opening of 
t (rwli markets, or any other effects of an extensive 
Kk^huid, " Agricultural farming by itself," saidhe, 
k ia M^ piut of Africa ) and if by stock-breeding a man 
ji « biuily comfortably, it is as moch aa he con 
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No African fiirmer can afford to pay high wages, t. e., to 
lemploy white men as labourerB, and native labour, Bince the aholition 
of slaves, is so oncertBiD, and aa little to be relied upon, that it con 
scarcely be taken into consideration at all." Now, this Terdict, 
although it mast be received citm grano, still contains soffldent truth 
to form a fair starting-point for oar inquiries. 

It has been the fashion with those who have promoted oraigratioii 
to Natal, to insist mneh in their guide-books and prospcctuees, on the 
fact that, thronghout the greater part of the country, no clearing is 
required to prepare the soil for the seed, but that the settler, on 
arriving at his location, cau at once commence ploughing vrithout any 
of the previous labour or expense which he must incur in an American 
forest. All counterbalancing difficulties ore passed over in silence, 
and the reader is left to infer that in other respects there is at least 
an equality of advantages, and that the Natal emigrant is, at first 
starting, so much in advance of his Canadian brother. If the soil of 
Natal were a rich mass of soft vegetable mould, so easily worked ns 
to need no other preparation than that of a light harrow for the 
reception of the first seed ; if its natural qualities were such as to 
enable it to bear the same crop year after year without artificial aid ; 
if,inshort,it resembled an Illinois prairie, the comparison would then 
indeed be altogether in its favour. But since, on the contrary, its 
surface, when not composed of sand, is so completely baked as to 
offer a strong resistance to plough or spade, since, at leaat, it is but 
of an average degree of fertility, by no means independent of manure, 
stil! less of irrigation, for which moreover the facilities are frequently 
wanting, the fact of its being, as some of the Bdvortiscmenta 
triumphantly affirm, "for miles uncovered by a buah," is not after 
all so great a matter of congratulation ; and I shrewdly snspcct, that 
if accounts were compared after the first harvest, the crop taken from 
among the stumps of a Canadian forest, would go farther towards 
defraying the espenaes of clearing than the produce of the unen- 
cumbered ground of Natal towards repaying tho necessary outlay of 
ploughing, digging a water course &c. 

I have said quite enough to prove that unless in peoaliarlj 
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larourcd situations, or in the immediate neighbourhood of a town, ft 
sjatem of small allotments, «tich ob twenty, fifty, or even b bundre4 
acres, is a manifest ubsurdity, ond therefore that for labourers with- 
out capital NatiU does not offer en advantageous prospect. Agriciil- 
turo must bo combined with stock farming, not only for the sake of 
the manure, but also for the Bimple reason that it cannot support itaelf 
nlooe. Six thousand acres of Iniid have hitherto been considered 
necessary to support an undertaking of this double character. Bu 
we will suppose that one thousand might be suFBcient, and that o 
every estate of that size twenty acres of irrigable land might be. 
foond, which is rather above than below the mark, still a capital ofl 
at least £400 would be required for commencing opfirationa with aa; 
hope of Buceess. With this eum in his pocket, and a weli-sclected 
lot, (for it is not every farm in Natal that is high and healthy enough 
for eattle), the steady, industriona settler who devotes his timeentirely 
to his bufiineaa, goes rarely to the town, and can do a fair day's work 
himself, wiil run little risk of failure, though not to him, nor eve 
a larger capitalist, can I hold oat the hope of making anything like & 
fortune by these pursuits. 

And this brings us to the second port of my Dutch fHend's i 
plaint which is no new one in. Africa. For many years the Cape has 
been imploring from the mother country a large importation of 
lalionrera sufficient to bring down wages to such a price as the farmer 
could afford to pay, though when her request was answered by the 
offer of convict labour, which had already raised a younger colony U 
a height of prosperity far above her own, she not only rejected the 
boon, but treated its very proposal as a matter of serious offence. The 
grounds of the refusal were plausible enough at first sight, and parti- 
cularly fitted to catch the popular car, but quite untenable when 
calmly weighed against the sohd advantages which experience has 
proved the scheme to possess. No better plan could be devised to 
encourage the development of the resources of a new country tlian 
the ticket-of-leave system, combining as it does the gift of cheap ai 
efficient labour for the settler, with the b^t chance of reformation for 
the convict, who is at once restrained by the fear of punishment 
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illowing immediatelj' on the Blightest oETence, and Btimuliitcd to 
well-doing, by the hope of reatomtion to his forfeited 
privileges. Had such an arrangement been estaWished in Al'rica, ita 
effects would ere this have been visible in the iresh impulse wliich it 
vrould give to the industry and activity of the population, and in a 
corresponding increase in the value of property. As to the dread of 
moral taint, I believe it to have less foundation than is generally 
supposed ) at all events, such Ecruples, which may well befit an inde- 
pendent and self-supporting colony, do not come with so good n graue 
from one which has never ceased to be a heavy burthen to the 
mother country, while the returns of ita commerce have been far 
from bearing an adequate proportion to the benefits received. Western 
Australia, acting on other and wiser calculations, has gladly accepted 
the assistance so lightly esteemed by the Cape colonists, and has 
already so far emerged from the state of prostration in which she had 
been sunkj aa to encourage the most sanguine hopes of her ultimate 
iperity. The mere amount of expenditure contingent on a local 
ttablishment is an advantage not to be despised by a rising 
colony I though this is but a secondarycunsideration in comparison witll 
the profit resulting from such araeasure to the cultivator in the interior. 
Ill Natal, it was supposed that the native population would afford 
of dispensing with extraneous aid, and this circumstance 
has been held out as an additional temptation to the emigrating 
capitalist. Whether continuous and steady labour can ever be 
obtained fr^m the Katu'S, and by what means, is yet a problem. It 
certainly is not to be had under the present system. As long as he 
chooses to work he is a good herdsman, invaluable as a messenger 
across the VelJt and, though for inferior to the white man in ener^, 
perseverance, and bodily strength, yet capable of being made skilfiil 
and hardy in almost any light work. Five shillings a month are all 
the wages he requires, and bit keep scarcely costs as much again; 
but he will seldom engage far a longer period, and often takes his 
departure before the time has elapsed, sacrificing even his wages, of 
vbieh he fully knows the value, to the whim or fancy of the moment. 
Impatient of control, a sharp word will sometimes be sufficient ^a 
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4riv» U« ftvvj" "^ ^ P'k* ^ "■* ****'* mpplird. 1l mntten not 
to Um Wv ivpaftui U* M>rrK<w bm; b« h> ttic luckkn fiuvo^ 
<i1 m i>i w votiiNi W hwMiiiy In tb* pod, or tiw«ltn dropping from 
iMHi I «k>«Mi*r Mnn Mad tkrir niUtMr, or a span of oxen t 
hodtt, )w u e*U VHM ta hi* kiMl, Mil nvilluT cntrvstiTs nor ttw 
Mm kvwl tw dMutn hiat. Ttie Utter might prrhnp« be oT some uh^ 
W UmI lh» DMnlnit ft'lUtw i* pcrfrvlij- aware Ihnt he a effectually 
|«(rtv«*vd acMiMt tbx' ansiT nf hia masltr, who, ou the other hand, 
MKMol hiavv hint iwuUht'il far his broach of contract, without 
InuiM* and htm ml ilmo ihau he It likely to incur for the purpose. Is 
■h«Hi u lunii M tlw MTa^ haa a choiro in the matter, he \dll prefer 
ttlk-D'Na t« work, bia wandnrinir habits to a more settled existence, 
•lut lh» n\)«yuiPBl o( lii* own untioui of liberty to a stale of restraint 
aiMl WYvHuil*. At (iTTOent he hni uo incentive to labour, beyond that 
vt |4U>iitiii|g> hiiiiii<lf with the means of purchnang a wife. His 
Waiila arw frw lUtil Muily witiatled, and he is in fact richer and 
iiiil«)iritileHt (hnn his employer. The application of eome 
Mrin||*n( ItiVMtir« than has yet been adopted is necessary to compel 
hint I« w\wlc with anything like regularity, and i 
dmiiw llw U'H(i(lt he has been taught to expect from a neighbourhood 
whiiJii on olhn oouudrrnttona, he would be far &om desiring. 
llut It i* not to such agriculture as I hare described, 
pailMUl Ibrminit, ihni Nnlol must look for the chief sources of her 
prwiwrity. Kven if the Inbour-difficulty were removed, these putauila 
will n«VvT supiwrt a dense population, or do mure than enrich 
Urite pTO|U'ietorB. Tliey will be uscfal aa supplementary aids, but 
should not tana tlio ahief objects of attraction. Neither ci 
wool, nor hides, nor tallow, nor horses, will bring wealth 
colony, or tend to raise it above a humble mediocrity. She cannot 
hope to mmpete with Australia and America in any of these, and if 
■he BUi<occd in producing such a supply of them as to render her 
inliabllnlitu independent of imposts, it is as much as can reasonably 
U' expected. She lias other resources, however, which, if fully 
|m>vcd, would soon place her on a level with the most flouriahing of 
southern euuntrieB. 
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^^^1 Along tlie vhole line of the oooat, and estsnding inland from ten 
^^^B|o fifteen miles, is a bolt of land covered for the most part; nlth thick 
vnderwood, occasionallj' interspersed 'with line timber. The soil is 
chiefly a light sand, beeoming redder and stifier as it recedes from the 
sea. The climate, though less healthy than in any other port of 
Natal, is not poaitively nnheaithy, except tor horses and cattle j to 
tliBse it frequently proves fatal. The boa hides his lengthened coil 
in the matted woods, while the alligator lurks in the sandy beds of 
the wide shallow rirers. Here, if anywhere, are the head-^}uartera 
of the insect tribe, so much dreaded by the European. Of the tick 
the reader has already heard enongh. 

This is not a promising sketch, and yet it is in this district that 
the capitalist who looks for large returns must invest his money ; it is 
here only that the labourer with twenty acres of laud can hope to 
earn a livelihood. Here those valuable tropical productions which 
form so great an item in the commerce of England may be raised with 
little leas than certainty, Cotton, indigo, tobacco, and the custor-oil 
plant, are indigenous and grow luEuiiantly, while experience has 
shown that cofiee may he cultivated with perfect success. 

Among these cotton claims the first notice, as being the most 
valuable and the most easily produced. It is a received fact, not only 
that it can be raised to any extent in Natal, but that the climate is as 
well adapted to its growth as even that of Georgia. The samples 
which have been sent to Mancheeter have been pronounced to bo 
beautiful in quality, uniform in staple, remarkably clean and white, 
peculiarly suitable for the manufactures of Lancashire, and so supe- 
rior that any quantity which might be exported would find a ready 
market. The plant, which elsewhere is an annual, is here perennial, 
and ripens throughout the year, though the chief harvest is from 
January to the end of March. Several companies have been already 
formed for the cultivation of this plant on a large scale, and if thej 
have not succeeded so well as might have been anticipated, it has 
been rather owing to the incompleteness of their own arrangementB 
_ tlian to any disappointment in the crop. The difficulty which the 

^^H grower on s smull Hcole has to encounter is the wont of a purchasec 



fon the spot, hia capital not eoabtiog him to ahip on his own Bccaunt 
To obviate the incooveuicnce arising irom the pretariouB supply of 
labour, the introduction of Coolit^s from India has been saggcstedj 
and OB the e:tperimeDt ia about to be tried by a gentleman who baa 
iaveatcd a large aum in cotton farming, we shall ha»e an opportunity 
of testing its aaccesa. 
Many varietiea of indigo grow wild in the colony, and there is not 
the aligblcst doubt that it will prove a valuable article of commerce; 
but the heavy expense attending the manufacture has hitherto been a 
bar to any extensive speculation in this di'ug. 
The culture of tobacco may be particularly recommended to the 
attention of the cottager, as it involves no espenaive or heavy labour, 
and his wife and children may aasist him in cutting' and drying the 
leaves. A small plat of ground is suiEoient to produce a large qimu- 

Itity. Two crops may be grown in the year, and he need not go far 
for a market in a colony which imports annually thousands of pounda 
vreight from America. The native weed grown by the Kafir I can 
warrant of eieellent flavour, but for those who are more fastidious, 
the aecd from Virginia and Ilavannah has beeD introduced, and thrive* 
equally with the indigenous plant 
I might enumerate many other natural productions, all of more or 
less importance, which are to be found in, abundance in this region, 
and which might be turned to profitable account by the aid of science 
and industry. It were eaay also to enlarge on the details of their 
cultivation, and to show by figures that the necessary outlay could 
not fail to be remunerative ; but I should only be trenching on th« 
province of the guide-booka, and wearying the reader who may 
already bo yawning over this uninteresting chapter. Those who 
may desire to obtain more practical inibrmation, I would refer to Mr. 
Christopher's useful work on Natal, which contains many interesting 
particulars; tliough his observations, like those of other authors on 
similar subjects, liave bees taken through a highly-coloured medium. 
One fact, however, cannot be too much insisted upon, or too strongly 
enforced on the notice of the public, namely, that Natal undoubtedly 
possesses the means nut only of producing a staple article of export 
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sufficient to ensure her own ultimate prosperity, but of fornishing the 
mother country with the material of her most important manufex^ture, 
and that in such pro^ion as to render her independent of those 
contingencies which, however remote, must always render the supply 
of a foreign market uncertom and precarious. With these advan- 
tages in her favour no difficulties can long continue to impede the 
progress of Natal. Com may fail, cattle may die, Dutchmen may 
grumble and Kafirs refuse to work, but, if the assurance of a profitable 
investment should once succeed in attracting English capital to her 
shores, she will form no exception to the invariable success which 
attends its well-directed employment. 
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It u not alone to the mystical view of the Bcer that the shadowa 
of coming erents ttre disclosed. Though tiic depths of futurity lie 
shrouded in impenetrable dorkncfts, we caa yet see for down the 
gloomy path, — far enongh to shape our coarse with safety,— if we make 
tlic bent use of what light we have, and keep a good look out u-head. 
The mirror of the past, if we have scanned it well, and turned it 
aright, will throw its rays in advance of our steps ; we may read in 
the countenance of the Present, if we will but study, tile features of 
its unborn ofipring to-morrow clearly pourtrayedi and if the lamp 
within be kept burning, and not Gufferod to wax dim by carelcssaess 
or neglect, we may posh on boldly, yet cautiously, trusting always in 
a merciful and over-nUing Providence, yot not so as to let go the helm 
altogether, or to set at naught the rules which reason and experience 
suggest for our guidance in the dangerous journey. 

Few, perhaps none, of those occmences which are called unexpected, 
whether they have been for good or for evil, whether they have come 
upon nations or individuals, have come without warning. There have 
been signs in earth, in air, on the wide sea, in the spirits or actions of 
nien, in the times, — though none regarded thorn i the finger has been 
on the wall, thougii none read the writuig; a:id yet tliose who run 
may read. While yet the sky is dear and cloudless, and the boaooi 
of ocean calm and unruiBed as an inland lake, and thought of danger 
is furthest from the mind of the heedless passenger, the watchful eye 
of the captain sees the coming squall. A low sough of wind in a 
pwticular quarter, a ripple on tlie sea that has no business to be there, 
an overloaded, oppressive feeling in the atmosphere, nay, the very 
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of the lull that prevailB around; theae lire Bigns— ^i^ti 
' — that speak clearly eiiongh to him, and the ener^ with 
which he calls all hands to shorteu sail, shows that he has read (hem 
to Game purpose. 

The outbreak of the disastrous Kafir war, now raging ia South 
Africa, was no exception to this universal law, hj which the cause 
precedes the effect, and the one maj be anticipated in the other as 
Burelj as the coming of night ia foretold h; the setting sun, or the 
approach of dawn hj the tirst gleam in tile eastern skj. Long before 
the storm hurst forth, those who carefully examined the political 
horizon, and were best acquainted ivith its phenomena, knew that it 
was inevitable. They knew that a vacillating policy hod destroyed 
iu the breast of the savage our only safeguard against his overwhelm- 
ing numbers — the dread of tho white men ; that that dread was fast 
changing into contidccce and contempt : confldence in hia own 
numerical strength, in the inaccessible nature of the country he in- 
liBbited, in his increased resources, in the arms with which he was 
BuppUcd, in the experience which he had obtained &om intercourse 
with ua ; contempt of our divided counsels, of our half measures, of 
our forbearance, which he construed into fear ; they knew that though 
the crafty £afir might be quietly planting his garden or herding his 
cattle, or even working for the hated Umlungu with apparent zeal 
and docility, he was only biding hia time ; that the fire which for three 
years had been smouldering unobeckod, needed but a breath to kindle 
it into a flame. 

They knew more ; they knew that in the very nurseries of 
civilization, and alas ! of religion, among the pet children of British 
philanthropy — cited as triumphant examples of converted heathenism^ 
the seeds of rebellion had been long sown, and were fast arriving at 
maturity ; that the pampered Holtentofs, taught to consider them- 
selves an oppressed and plundered people, and to regard the white 
colonist with suspicion and dislike, were ready to join their natural 
enemies, the Kafirs, against a Government which had spent more 
than £20,000 a-year ia their BupportT that such a coalition 1 
actually been formed on a previous occasion, and that tho sa 
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inliy at all? What business have we in Africa, in AnatraliEii 
• in New Zealand, in America P No one, 1 suppose, would contend 

that the purchase of a. territory for a tooking-glass, a few beads, or a 
hatehel, was a fair and equitable transactiou, or that the title thus 
conveyed had any better foundation than the old maxim ; — 

"ThBt 'hcyahmild tnke wbobSTe Uic fower, 

" But," urges Philanthropy, (shifting his ground as a lawyer 
knows how}, " wo deceived them far their goodi we have come to 
toften, to teach, to civili/e, to Chriatianize them i why should not the 
two nations dwell together in peace ond friendship, on equal terms P" 
This argument is, if possible, still mote specious than the other, but 
equally hollow and fallacious. In tlia first place, the civilization of 
the natives was the last object dreamed of by the avant-couriers of 
British occupation in any of our colonics. They were for the most 
part unscrupulous traders, and daring adventurers, nien of desperate 
fortunes and characters, of strong hand, and hard heart, of linn will, 
and undaunted resolution ; tbeii motives, lust of gold, or of fame ) a 
restless spirit, a feverish thirst for excitement^such have been the 
first instruments in the hands of an all-wise Providence for the 
accomplishment of that end, which, however retarded by temporary 
obstacles, is steadily advancing the spreading of the white man, and, 
with him, of civilization, knowledge, and religion over the whole 
surface of the earth as the waters cover the sea. Little recked these 
hardy pioneers of teaching or converting the savage. They met him 
as the hunter meets the wild beast in the wilderness ; if timid and 
spiritless, they enslaved him ; if bold and warlike, they fought and 
conquered him. 

In the second place, the experience of ages, the records of colonial 
history, all the data with which the events of ihc past or the present 
supply us, unite in the confirmation of this fact, that tho two races, 
the white and the coloured — be it black, brown, or red— cannot exist in 
contact with each other, but on onecoudition — that of the entire 
dependence of the weaicr upon the will of the stronger. The notion 
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of eqimiity, equality of rights, or equality of treotwent, is at beat Ui 
amiable theory, nnsupportcd by a single evidence drawn ttma sound 
reason or experience. Where are the inimeroiis and powerfiil tribea 
that, but a eentury a^, inliobited (he eaateru coasts of America ? — a 
population that might be counted in nations! Broken, dispersedi 
destroyed ; reduced to a small and miserable remnant, which, mangte 
all our efforts to preserve it, is fast dwindling a\Tay, and approacliiog 
the period of its utter dissolution. What of the Myal of Australia, 
the Maori of New Zealand ? Fostered and protected by the GoTem- 
ment with a core almost maternal, they are still, slowly it may be, 
yet perceptibly and surely, obeying the mysterious law which has 
ordained that the brown men should disappear before tlic white, as 
the snow melts beneath the rays of an April sun. Turn westward 
once more, and look at the southern states, the stronghold of that 
slavery which it is the boast of Britain that she has done her utmost 
to abolish. What do we see there ? A people held in the closest 
bondage, subject to the severest restraints; if we are to believe all 
that is said of them, oppressed and persecuted ; and yet, bo far from 
decreasing under this harsh treatment, they have thriven and multi- 
plied to an extent which already makes them formidable to their 
masters, and necessitates the employment of the strictest coercion to 
guard against the possibility of succEsaful insurreclion. 

It is a question well worthy the consideration of the philosopher 
and ethnologist, how far the extinction of the coloured race is con- 
nected with the abolition of slavery, and whether England, in her 
laudable efforts for the universal freedom of the savage, has not been 
herself an unconscious means towards the Mfllmcnt of his ineTitabte 
destiny. 

Most of my readers have probably seen exhibited a cage, in which 
the sparrow and the hawk, the owland the mouse, and othercreatures 
between whom the fiercest antipathies are known to exist, dwell 
together in perfect security and concord. Uid it for a moment 
occur to them that this principle could be carried with safety into 
general practice? Or did they, on tho faith of this experiment, let 
loose an army of cats upon their aviary, or admit the fox into their 
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le'iT taalta, were the best gnardians of onr territories, to seek s 
•£jlam across the Vaal, there to relapse into barbsrism, and nonris 
disulTection to our government, we had forced the Kafir back in 
northerly direction, keeping bim always before as in our gradual 
adTOnce towards tbe centre of the continent, the restless colonist, 
discontented ^vith our narrow limits, might still have sought a wider 
range of pasture, a more ample field of enterprizo and adventure ,■ the 
Boer might still have trekked inwards; the Smous have extended tie 
circle of his trade ; the hiuiter his qnest of game or ivory ; the white 
man might still have encroached npon the territories of tho black, and 
border feuds raged 'ivith undiminished violence ; hut within the 
colony there would have been peace and security. Agrioolture a 
eommerce would have thriven, unchecked by the devastating tide 
of war, or the blighting influence of panics and alarms : and when 
the rifle of tho hardy pioneer had triumphed over the assegai of 
tho savage — when the nearest tribe had been cowed into sub- 
mission, or driven into retreat, and the flow of population towards 
that quarter not only warranted annexation, but made it a wist 
necessary measBre, government might have stepped forward and 
entered into quiet and undisturbed possession of an additional 
province, of which, as the acquisition had been costless, so neither 
woald the retention have been likely to involve future embarrassment 
or danger. 

But a course so simple and straightforward is little suited to the 
theorizing politician who delights in the intricacies of a, tangled skein, 
ttnd prefers any means, however complicated, to those which suggest 
themselves at once to ordinary coniprehenaions. And so, instead of 
driving the Kafir back, we have hemmed him in ; instead of a well- 
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HOW TO DEAL WITH THE KAFIES. ITT 

defined border between the white man and the black, ive have estab- 
lished one between the two portions of our scanty European popula- 
tion ; instead of letting our pioneers clear the ground, and onraelves 
reaping the profit, we have not only harassed and abased them while 
working, but have, in more than one instance, undone their work 
when completed. Instead of holding the Kafir in wholesome subjec- 
tion, we have tried to rule him by an elaborate policy which has not 
even the merit of eoneistency to recommend it. We have suffered 
the two races to play tho old game of " Tit tat to " over the iurface 
of Sonth AMca \ aud it is still a question who is to be the winner. 
The war, miscalled a frontier war, ia really in the very centre of our 
possessions ; for, like a pnraoing enemy, we have pressed onwards with 
such incautious haste, that we are in our turn surrounded and exposed 
to a cross lire. 

With regard to the cumbrous machinery which we have em- 
ployed in onr attempt to govern the native, 1 will not try the reader's 
patience by taking it to pieces, or pointing out all its defects and 
contradictions. It may be sufficient to observe, that neither in the 
Glcnelg Hyalem of conciliation, nor in the coercive system established 
by Sir Benjamin d'Urban, are the materials to be foand for securing 
the blessings of peace and order to the colony : the absurdity of the 
former needs, I trust, no further demonstration, — founded on felse 
principles, and based on an entirely mistaken estimate of the charac- 
ter of those to whom it was to be applied, its failure was obvious 
and inevitable ; while the latter, though sound in theory, broke down 
from the impossibility of carrying it out, on a large scale, with suffi- 
cient vigour to ensure its success. 

But there is, thank Heaven, a bright lining to the darkest cloud ; 
and even the Kafir war, with all its disasters, will be a happy epoch 
for South Africa, if her colonists will but all agree to read tho lesson 
aright, and to insist upon the only course which can save them from 
utter ruin. We have reached a point where hesitation is dangerous, 
and retreat impossible ; our flne-apun webs of policy are scattered to 
the winds j our diplomatic negotiations, our well-digested plans, have 
proved fruitless and unavailing. Like obstinate, blundering English- 
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men, u we are. we have walked with open eyes into the Hnare i fil 
determined EngUshmea we most cut one waj out with the svopi 



The question is now reduced to s very simple one: Are we 1 
rotnin Africa, or to abBjidon ii ? If we choose the former altemitt 
and for very shame wo dare not do otherwise, we must waste n 
in party strife, in long deliberations and wire-drown arguments, a 
timid calculations of expense and petty measures of eeonomy. 
aaAdng of a few tons of cool in the voyage between England and H^t 
Cape, will not recompense us for the loss of a regiment ; and i 
expense will be so hea^-y as that which we shall incur by deiaj. Tl 
oomhat is d FoutrancB, — let it be short, sharp, and decisive. If n 
throw our undivided energies into the scale, there can he no douht « 
the result. But, chiefly, let us heware, lest in our haste to sheatlhf 
the sword, we do so before it has half completed ita work ; lest) i 
our eagerness for peace, we buy it on such terms as will only sow tb 
seeds of future war. In the early spring you may kill the qoeHr 
wasp, and eacapo the peat of her brood i in the summer yoR n 
bum out the nest. 

The Kafir has fairly forfeited his claim to the south-east comer ef I 
Africa. He should be no longer suffered to retain it. Let the ci 
line from Natal to Algoa Bay, from the Stormherg and Eathlambn I 
Mountains to the aea,~probuhly the richest and most lertile part a 
the colony,— be swept clean of these robber tribes, for whom, towar 
the north-weat corners of tho Sovereignly, or even beyond the Vaa 
in an open and aecessihle country, a fit asylum might easily be foun^ 
Let the conquered territory he divided into farms of available si 
according to the different qualities of soil, the supply of w 
other Local circumstances ; and let such farms he freely granted, oi 
condition of occupation and gradual improvement, to English e 
grants, and to such of the exiled Dutch as would then gladly retui 
to their allegiance. Let all large settleoieuts of mittves within t] 
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colony be done away with, and let them, if retained at all, bo dis- 
persed, in families, among thoae acttlera who desire it, — who will 
allow them to coltivate for themselvca only so long as they supply a. 
certain amount of labour, in proportion to their nnmbera and tlie land 
they occupy : bnt no idle married men, supported by the labour of 
their wives, should aa any account be tolerated | no ohiets be per- 
mitted to eserdse the slightest authority, I will not now enter 
further npon the details of a plan of which the most obTious advan- 
tages arc — first, an unbroken line of coraraonication between tho two 
extremes of our South African posseasions; secondly, tho certainty 
that whatever dangers might threaten us from without, we ahould be 
secure against ti-eaehery from within ; thirdly, that the defence of tho 
colony being entrusted to tho owners of the soil, its proper protectars, 
there would be no need of a mihtary establishment, beyond what 
would be required for parade purposes, — to sustain the prcitige of tho 
Governor, to keep up tho spirit of credit among the merchants and 
tradesmen, and to save the Capo Town belles from civilians and 
despair. We should have no grave proposals for the construction of a 
Corniche road across the Amatolas, or a Via Appia through the Water- 
kloof The bush, where too eitensive, might be reduced byfiro; 
and the kloofs would harbour no deadlier inmato than the tiger or 
buffalo. And, lastly, government would regain the confidence, the 
affection, the loyalty, of all the European subjects. They would feel 
that they were no longer to be sacrificed on the shrine of canting 
pseudo-philanthropy or stereotyped humbug ; that their right to 
self-defence was become tardily acknowledged and respeetedi and 
that tbey wonld be henceforth treated at least on an cquahty with 
the savage, and entitled to an equal share of consideration and 
support. 

Eut another alternative has lately begun to suggest itself, first in 
mysterious whispers, as if its advocates were ashamed of it, then in 
louder hints ; till at length it finds place in the official instructions to 
the newly-appointed Governor of tho Cape, as a question, of serious 
consideration, and is openly recommended in the leading articles of 
our metropohtan journals. And this alternative is the contraction of 



OUT frontiera within such limits bb we can ctaHy Aetend, or, i 
worda[fortiith8t,if once bfffun, it most eventually !cad], the abasdo^ 
inenf of Kofirlend to the Kafir: the Sovereignty to theeii or seven triba 
within it ; ojid Natal to Iho Zulus, or rather to the Boers, who wen 
be quietly located in Maritzburg within a month of out departure. 

Now, I have already endeavoured to show that our ad' 
towards the interior of Africa has been far too rapid and incaul 
that we have allowed our mania for exploration and discovery to 
us into iinDecessary danger ; and that wc should have done for bett 
hod we waited for the natural eoursc of events, which must sooaer ( 
later pkce the whole of the continent at our disposal. But the ci 
viction of this error, which is now forcing itself on the minds of e^ 
the most superficial observers, does not in any way justify a ret 
grade movement. The very morale of sueh a step — apart ittmt t 
partiealor circumstances of the ease which stump it with folly ai 
injustice — is entirely at variance with the fme spirit of coloniEatiol 
and could not fail to weaken the prestige of our autliority, not anly ^ 
South A&icB, hut in all our colonial possessions. Our settlers a 
both able and wilUng to defend themselves) but they will not fed 
much gratitude or respect towards a government which has promiaei 
BO mach and performed so little, which, after tying their ai 
their hacks, and bidding them rely on it alono for safety, desertei 
them in the hour of peril, granting them then, when it eould i 
longer be retained, the boon which they had so often asked in vaiHi 
and which amounts pretty much to this,— that as the government ii 
unable to protect tho colonist, the colonist may now protect himaeUll; 
unless he likes to give up his form, and retire within the new bouiit< 
dory; i. e., to be ruined, There can bo little doubt which ci 
will pursue, and the result will be that, besides the 1200 Dutch no^ 
beyond the Voal, we shall have an independent population, threo 
times the number, growing up without the pale of our dominio 
disaffection to the Crown ; and that when, in course of lim 
game of annexation has to be played over again, it will be attended', 
with difficulties of a novel character, bat as formidable, and far motft 
painful than those which oppose us now. 



NO CONCESSION. 

On the Kafir the effect of our retreat would be obvional; to in 
his ttudaDit;, and stimulate him with a nearer view of the realization 
of his darling project,— the driving the white man into the great sea. 
He would still hang upon uur skirts, and follow our retiring herds, 
if we contracted our borders to within sight of Table Mountain ; and 
five years hence, the alternative of a war of estermination, or the 
entire abandonment of the colony, might present itself, under far lees 
favourable circunistances than at proaent, and when the odds against 
us, in case of our adopting the former decision, might be fearfullj 
augmented. No ! let us not think of yielding b single inch of soil to 
the robber band who would never be content with leas than nil; let 
them not find tliat they can set at naught our laws, insult our 
anthority, and defy our vengeance with impunity 1 Above all, let it 
not be said that Britain returned from a contest, and with snoh a foe, 
— relicts non beai parmtilS .' 

And for the ground which we occupy in Africa, though it be more 
extensive than either our necessities require or wisdom would have 
advised, yet we cannot now spare an acre of it ; least of all, con we 
suffer Kafirland, in the hands of an enemy, to interrupt our coast- 
line, and isolate our best-promising offspring. Natal. Even the 
Sovereignty must not now be resigned; though, being comparatively 
free from huah, it can never become a dangerous harbour for native 
marauders. Let us keep the advantages we have gained, though at a 
cost so far beyond their value ; it is much -easier and safer to hold 
them now than to recover tliem if once abandoned. With a healthy 
system, founded on sound practical oommon-aense, and carried out 
vigorously and consistently, we shall have no difficulty in maintaining 
our ground; and the Kafir war, once brought to a complete and suc- 
cessful issue, will be the last in tlio records of Sritish colonial 
history. 
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Never stall 1 for^t the effect which the tidings of the nipUii- 
dholy evcDtfi of Chrietmas ISaO, and the subecqucnt proclamatioo of 
yrai upon the frontier, produced upon the hitherto quiet and pea«eflil 
inbabitaiits of Natal. It was as if a firebrand had been thrown into 
the centre of the Dolony, I'he spirit of the youn^ man, eagix and 
impctuons, bounded at the prospect of action and excitement ; the 
confident made light of the danger, or denied its existenee i white the 
prudent and experienced received the news, without fear indeed, but 
with sorrow and grave misgiving ; the many with ill-concealed 
apprehension ; and the weak and timid with undisguised alarm. All 
Bubjcets of minor interest, business, or plcasore — even scandal, that 
never-failing topic in a country town — ceased fov the time to engage 
attention. Old men and beldames did not prophecy in the streets, 
^r there are OS yet few specimens of eld in our little metropolis; but 
hod the " gentle Hubert" been amongst us, he would have seen full 
ae many gaping mouths, and faces of anxious curiosity, and heard ae 
many incredible stories, as when five moons shed their baleful light 
upon distressed England, and the talc was told 



Nor was the sensation confined to the town. From distant a 
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outlying stations cmigrBnts branght in their wives and children, not 
content till they hod placed them under the range of the gnna of Fort 
Napier and the immediate protection of the gallant 45th ; while 
stordf settlers formed bands for mutual snpport, and busied them- 
selves in the consfniction of laai/ert, or fortified kraals, to which they 
might drive their cattle at the first appearance of danger, and within 
which, should it become necessary, they were prepared to defend 
themselves, wid theii femilieg and their property, against any number 
of enemies, to the last gasp. 

Our Lieutenant-Governor waa not the man to suffer all this excite- 
ment to die away without turning it to some useful purpose. His 
first act was to disband the yeomanry, which had hitherto been a, 
merely ornamental corps, rendered still less efficient by being com- 
posed of elements which no skill could induce to amalgaaiitte, and 
chiefly remarkable for its handsome and expensive uniform, which 
did great credit to the taat« of one of its officers, tbe principal tailor 
in the town. A good militia system wns much needed, and I Iwlieve 
Mr. Pine's plan would have fully met the contingency ; but the want 
of active co-operation among the colonists IhetnselveH, and other 
obstacles, — among which, I am sorry to say, factious opposition was 
the most prominent and most insurmountable,— prevented him fcom 
putting his design into execution at the moment. Long ere this, 1 
doubt not, he has succeeded in perfecting an arrangement so indis- 
pensable for the safety of the colony. 

But his activity did not rest here. Ere long we were startled 
by rumours of a project, which was certainly one of the boldest, and 
wanted but success to make it one of the most splendid ever conceived 
by prompt and daring leader at tho critical moment. This was no 
less than to despatch a force of 10,000 Zulus, headed by their owu 
chteis, under the supreme command of Mr. Shepstone, the Diplomatic 
Agent, through Faku's and Kreli's country, with the view of crcatJug 
a diversion in favour of Sir Horry Smith, by taking the Gaikas in 
the rear, and of overawing the hitherto neutral tribes to the south-west 
of Natal, so as to prevent them from joining in the war. Mr. Pine hod, 
believe, on a former occasion, suggested the idea to Sir Harry, who 
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had now tnkpn him ut his word, and required the folfibnenl of liu ' 
■oiTRwIutt TOiiLly mude promise. 

Il WM Ik i|ut'Btlun much debated at the time, whether, in such «a 
n]Kidillon, (hu ohanuca of aucccss or failure predominaled. Tfaoaa i 
who took a favourable view of the matter, dwelt on the deodlj eimiit; i 
«rhii>h liB* ntwaji tidsted Iwtwccn the Zulus, and the frontier Kafin, 
Uid on the droid which the peculiar mode of warfare employed by tlie 
fcntior ku over inB^iircd among the ncighbauriug tribes. The Znlns 
Ught iu wrricd phalanx, hand to hand, aud use the BEscgai aa a pike 
Wid da|{([<>r i whilo almost all other Kafir nations use it as a javelin, 
Whlub, tliough thoy hurl it at a distance of thirty yards, with great 
pmoition and effect, ia yet by no means so fonnidable at that di&tonce 
U at cloM qunrtcrs; heBJdcB wbieh, when their sheaf of five is ex- 
hautted, tliuy ure temporarily hors-de-comhat. It is a point of honour 
Wltli thu Zulu to bring his uBsegais out of llie battle ; tlie non-observ- 
tnoe of Ihis law WM formerly, nay I believe is now, beyond the limits 
iQf Rritlih uutiiority, visited by tlie chie& with copital punishment, 
irbothoT the luuo of the combat has been victory or defeat. 

Givat fitith Xtn, and not without reason, was reposed in the known 
ItbiUtiM of tlio Diplomatic Agent, and in the influence which hia 
thorough knowledgn of tlie language, his position, and, more than alli 
tllo energy and decision of his character, enabled him to exercise, not- 
witlistonding iho Insuffleiency of the means at his command, over the 
Ooloured population of Nutnl If there were a white man in Africa 
who oonld raise an nrmy of savages, and, when raised, command it, 
that man was Mr. Shepstone. 

Add to this the incitement of a promised share in the spoU, and 
ftp proippot of returning rich in plundered herds.^so likely to prove 
poMr-rftal agents in securing the active co-operation and fidelity of 
tfc«B irregular troops,— and the fair side of the question is pretty 
ftiRy before n«. 

Vnfcrtwnately there was a reverse to the picture, one which pre- 
mniprj fnt-If much more readily to the eyes of the general run of 
Mid c*rried with it a far greater appearance of reality. To 
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Etances, seemed at beat a hozardouB esperiment, fraught ■witt danger 
to tie colony at large, and more especially to those to -whom the task 
of canning it out should he entrusted. To lead Kafir against Kafir, 
aad that at a period when a universal coalition of the black tribes 
against the white man was the threatening cloud in the horizon, 
Bccnicd little abort of actual insanity. Hational sympathies, and the 
awakened hope of triumph over the common foe, would in all proba- 
bOity ontwcigh the recollection of extinct fends, and the expectation 
. of an allotment of apoil ; and dcaortion or treachery onco within the 
camp, the influence of Mr. Shcpstono would be as a reed hedge before 
a torrent, equally powerksa to check the stream, or save itself from 
destruction. Setting this risk aside there was the possibility of defeat, 
ioTolving consequences almost equally disastrous, and, irom the con- 
fidence which it would give to the rebel bands, more fatal to the cause 
of the royal troops, than the mere non-arrival of such questionable 
assistance. But even supposing that none of theiC apprehentiions 
were realized and that the expedition, as far ae its immediate object 
went, were crowned with success \ who could pledge himself for the 
harmless return of the victors to tlieir peacefal avocations? A dis- 
banded soldiery ■wtxs proverbially a curse to the country upon which 
thoy were let loose ; how much more an army of satages, flushed with 
recent triumph, their natural ferocity excited by the taste of blood 
from which they had been gradually estranged, and their cupidity 
just sufficiently whetfed by partial indulgence to make them long for 
the opportunity of satisfying it without restraints. Meanwhile the 
levy of the Kafir tas, which was proceeding most prosperously, must 
be intcmipted, and the colony lose, at a time when it was moat 
needed, one of the chief sources of its revenue. 

Nor were there wanting men short-sighted and selfish enough to 
argue that there was no need for Natal to interfere in a quarrel with 
which she had no concern, that the Cape colonists had no legitimate 
claim upon her assistance, and that it would be far wiser for her to 
husband her strength for her own defence than to waste it in sending 
help to those who might not prove equally ready to return the favour 
were the circumstances reversed. 
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Bat the nuiin objection to ths proposal was that it inrolved the 
absence of the Diplomatic A^dI, and placed his life in jeopardy. The 
colony conld not spare Mr. Shepatone: there was no one to snpplj 
hU placv, ercn for a single moment ; should ho fall there waa no 
to sneeecd him. '\Vhilc ho was marching at the head of 10,000 
Znliu, who was to manage the 190,000 that remained behind P 

There were two newspapers in Maritzbarg. If any of my readers 
wish to know what sort of a thing a colonial newspaper is, 1 cannot 
do better tJian refer them to the pages of " Piukwick," wiiere they 
will find an apt representation, not the least esag-gersted, in 
EataiwwiU Gasette and Independent. Mr. Pott and his antagonist, 
of iujf notoriety, will stand very well for the respective editors, who 
were of conrso at daggers drawn, and who, if they did not actually 
belabour one another with carpet bags and broomsticks, yet contrived 
to carry on a very pretty dacUo with the goose-quill whicb they 
wielded with tremendous effect. The interesting details of the war- 
fare, varied by unsparing attacks upon all constitutional Butbarities, 
and enlivened by a happy mijiturc of personal abuse and priv&te 
scandal, made their ekmours on the whole exceEsively piquant and 
entertaining. Even with all these attractions however, to say nothing 
of the satirical pieces by the colonial Byron, the sonnets by the young 
Minerva, whom nobody could identify, and the spirited advertise- 
ments, roaster-pieces in the puff stj'lc, by our George Robins, whom 
to know was to be unknown, the want of novelty would some- 
times make itself felt, and it may easily be imagined with what 
avidity a topic of such universal interest, and affording such ample 
ifield for discussion as the Lieutenant-Governor's project, was seized 
upon by the rival dignitaries of the Maritzbarg press. The Natal WU- 
I in the field, and took ap the opposition side with suoh 
rabid violence as almost to defeat its own object, by shaming all but 
shameless into something like a spirit of loyalty, and alienat- 
ing from its party all the respectable portion of the populace, whose 
organ it affected to be. Had her Majesty's representative been sctiE 
the pillory, as the butt for plebeian insolence and rotten eggs, he 
could not have been assailed by coarser witticisms, or pelted wit 



greater collection of filth, than was horled at his devoted head from 
the printing-office in '■ Church Street," I need scarcely say, that Mr. 
Pine treated all theso attacks with the contempt they desened, and 
that their effect was rather to increase than to diminish his popularity ; 
bnt one could not help douhtingwhethcr, after all, the boasted Uberty 
of the press might not be a queBlionable adraDtoge, and sighing for 
th.0 revival of some good old law for slitting the ears of impertinent 
slanderers. 

Aa for Mr. Bhepstone, the object of so much tender Bohcitude on 
the part of those would-be patriots, he was too bosy with the prepara- 
tion for the ensuing campaign to trouble himself about the opinions 
of hia neighbours. On accepting the charge, he had only stipulated 
that, aa the whole reBponeibility mAist devolve on himadf and his 
brother officers of the Kafir police, so the risk incurred, and the glory 
to be gained, should be confined to them ; and two or three young 
colonists, who would gladly have shared the perils of the adventure, 
met with a somewhat cavalier refusal. That point settled, he devoted 
himself with bis accustomed energy to the task imposed upon him. 
Messages were sent to all tho petty chiefs resident within the district, 
bidding them appear with their following, on a certain day, at the 
UnBinculu drift, which was the appointed muster-plaee of the 
expedition ; and no arguments were omitted which were likely to 
ensure a ready and punctual obedience. How these summonses were 
in all cases received, and whether the contemplated gathering of the 
elans would have been effected or not, it is no easy matter, among 
many contradictory reports, to decide. My own opinion ia, that tie 
Zulus, as a body, were disinclined to move— fii'st, because in spite of 
big words and bombast, nith which the young -warriors abounded, 
they were really and truly afraid, the courage for which, under the 
deaiHJtio rule of their kings, thoy obtained so much credit, being rather 
attributable to the fact that cowardice and defeat were visited with 
certain death, than to any inherent quality existing within them- 
selvea. Many of them, indeed, especially in the country, where, from 
rare intercourse with the white man, they had made httle progress in 
the art of dissembling, did not scruple to confess tliis weakness, aud 



TBB LAWTEB EDITOR. 

withottt any BppaTant shame or Kluctance, the invariable answer to 
my iiueation, whether thej intended joining the espeditdon, bong 
£a/ula byna hang ; Amakoiia bi/na tckeltn f 

Hnppilj- for Mr. Shcpstone, the interruption to Ha proceedings 
onmo fiTDm a qaarter over which he had no control, and he was spared 
tht' mortification of an acknowledged failure. The popular cry 
beoame too strong to be safely resisted. The factious editor, not eon- 
tent with the legitimate vehicle which his paper afforded fordiMemi- 
nating his opinions, and determined at any cost to achieve notoriety, 
hadrcconrse to another eiKpedicnt, and, availinghimsclf of a smattering 
of legal knowledge (for he joined the profession of lawyer to nmnerous 
other ttvocations), braoght an action against the captain and officers 
of the Kafir police, with the view of compelling them, under pain of 
divers penalties, to disobey the orders of the lieulen ant-Governor, 
laiu within the territory (tie exeant regno); and, that nothing 
I might be wanting to express the virluoue indignation of this gentle- 
n and his clique, a memorial was drawn up by the same hand, and 
I signed by a sprinkling of malcontents, auch oa may always be found 
I ready to take part against the powers that be, petitioning for the 
I recall of Mr. Fine, and the appointment of some more eligible person 



Heaven help the colony if they hod been permitted to choose fbr 
[ themselves ! As for the action, it did positively come before the court, 
it was very summarily disposed of; aiid the memorial fell 
1 through for want of cordial support. But I fancy that neither Mr. 
' Pino nor the Diplomatic Agent were sorry to find in them a Ml and 
;nt causa for the abandonment of an enterprize which had 
' proved much less feasible than they had antieipatcd, and in the prv- 
y Becution of which they had already encountered so much difficulty 
[ and annoyance. 

The tryst day was first deferred for a week, then for a longer 
period, till at length the affair sunk into silence, and died a natural 
death, its only effect having been to give a handle to political and 
seditious agitators, to throw the whole coloured population into a 
• The Ka,&i in TC17 frigbteacd— tho Anmkoui 1b a grcit logiie. 
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fermonf, and to put a complete stop, for the time, to Kafir labour, to 
the no small inconvenienco of farmcra, merchanlfl, and housekeepers, 
in town and country. It was for some time romouredthat Mr. Fjnn, 
the Resident Agent ia Faku's country, would be despatched with a 
much smaller force, selected from tie Kafire aontli of the Uncomazi 
RiTer ; but this also expired, and the following scrap, taton from 
among the " On dits " of the Natal Indqitndant, April 10, 1851, (a 
paper which, I must do it the jastico of observing, had embraced the 
side of moderation and respectability throughont the lato discussion), 
contains probably the last notice of the grand Zulu expedition : — 
" Resident Agent Fynn, it is said, has collected an army of fiflecn 
men ; if true, he had better say to them, ' Begone, brave army, and 
don't kick up a row.' " 

But thongh wa have done ■with the expedition, we cannot thus 
tmceremonioualy dismiss the Zulus themselves from our pages. They 
are of far too great importance already, and are likely to exercise far 
too great an influence on the destinies of Natal to he so lightly passed 
over ; besides which, the reader is donhtleas anxious to know more of 
their history, of their present position, and of tlie policy whicb we 
have adopted towards them, than can he found in any one work on 
South Africa yet published. He must not therefore be alarmed if I 
carry him back to a very early period, nor complain if, in order to 
present a complete sketch, I am obliged to lead him over ground 
which, it is posaibie, lie may have travelled before, and in pleasanter 
company. The journey will not bo long, and some features in the 
scenery may still be new to him. 

Our first authentic accounts of Natal are now nearly two hundred 
years old. They are obtained chiefly from enterprizing navigators 
and shipwrecked sailors; andinspiteof a strong tingeof the romance, 
for which the reports of travellers in those times are proverhially 
famous, ore full of entertaining andusefii! information. From them 
we learn that the whole country was thickly inhabited by a pastoral 
people, evidently of the Kafir race, yet dificriug in many important 
respects from (ho present occupants, and equally distinct from the 
.ftontier tribes with whom we are now at issue. They ai'e represented 
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M loikth-at, hoi rikvvrAtl Md iroad-tciiipeTed, jnet in tl 

ki(Ml aHil lNa)iit«bli:' lu amiiicrra i nrnl tiiis cbarftcter ia « 

Ih* pa)<trlv«w iif two Knyliuli ■romcn. wboTcudedSri-yi 

|h«Ni, Ritil whiwa ik'p«r(ura u dciKribcd u attfoded by sonw akaWflf'' 

|t«U>m uu Uw ]ittrt of Iliiiir umplu hoeti, and some regret on thor 

Kttll. 

\V» tiHfu Du itnta for nwcrlnining tbo exact cxttnt of tciritMT' 
INiiuiUi'U tl)' titia pt-oiile ; but it would seem probable tliat it miiEt have 
Vuoil'rln'il llui vrliulv KKinn brtvrtcn tlic Kuthlambu and the sea, da 
Au', ut Uxutt, in a iiurth>cuitcrly direction, as Delagoa Bay. Tbia 
ft|i|i«Hrii ■ koy to llio diliioult qucatiDii which would at ODce enggeat 
tlarlf, iria., how n papulation wi qui^t uid p<fac<;ful in its bflbita, m> 
lilllr ii|ipiiiviitly Iruinud lo warfare, and yetoflL'ring so rich a teiiipt»- 
Uuii to th« ({HiikT, ahould not only have preaerred its csisCence, but 
Iiuvi> imutthiod unmulotted for a long series of years, in the iniinediale 
Itviuhhourltiiwl of ft fitrce tribe of warrior banditti, such as werethe^ 
ftiMlix>ui|iirt'orK, tlic Zulus. It agrees also with thegenerally received 
lliitury whiuh trtcn tho origin of the Kafir to Arabia, or eome otfaer 
[ ^I'tiim of ihu Houth-coat corner of the Asiatic continent. We can 
Mslly luiuginc long intervals to have elapsed between the movementa 
of dillbrt'nt bodies of immigrants, in their gradual progreps to the 
WiiilJi-wcut, and that the first settlers upon any tract of country might 
II hi'ldundisturhedposflcssionof it for centuries, before the presanro 
frinii Uia Borlhward became so violent as to endanger their security, 
I Knil Unvo them to resistance or flight. 

wan, not, howiiver, in the nature of things that this secDiity 

[ ihmtlil lu*t for nvcr. Tbn evil day eame at length, and nhen it came 

Vitii||ltt wltli it not diiiigor only, but ntt«r destmctioB. We are 

I IjiMruil thu (liilulii of tha horrible massacre, for such it must have been, 

I ^Uili HVIiUf and harmless people; we know not whether their limits 

I Wfiiigrailliallywrntraotcd, and their numbers thinned, by a lengthened 

tituiiKh uiiH|Uill oontest, or whether they perished nil at one fell 

I •wuu|i| wh«th*r tJipy showed the courage of despair in the last 

I tttuififh, or wars cut down trembling end unreusting ; all we know 

, iJiut un the itri'ivnl of Lieutenants King and Farewell, in 1823, 
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thpj fannd tJie whole coantiy in the hands of the Zulus, and scarcely 
a. vestige remaiaiiig of the uncieDt iuhabitonts. Of those nho sur- 
vived the indL9criiniiu.te slaaghteri the greater part had been incor- 
porated with the Zulu natioQi a few escaped into the bush, and the 
rest, after enduring all the horrors of servitude to a foreign master, 
were removed to the old colony, where, under the name of Fingoes, 
or slaves, they have since proved the most faithful and tractable 
among the coloured subjects of the Crown, and still retain, in great 
meoBuce unchanged, the peculiarities of character for which their 
ancestors were so favourably distinguished in days of yore. 

Jlut we must return to their cimqiierors. The Zulus, or Zoolohs 
(for there is no limic to the TuriatioDs of Kafir ottliagntpby), appear 
to have been always under despotic government; a circnmstanve to 
which their strength as a tuilitary nation may be chiefly attributable. 
At the time of which I am speaking, their king was Chaka, a mon- 
ster hi comparison with whom tlic ogres of our nursery tales sink 
into mild and harmless insignilicance. 

I have already referred my readers to the pages of Mr. Isaacs' in- 
terestiug work for a fuU account of the borbaritieB of this tyrant, 
which I will not here attempt to describe. He maintained his 
authority by the wholesale murder of his subjects, whenever they 
became too nmncrons, or too powerful to be easily kept in subjection. 
His standing army amounted probably to not lesij than 30,000 men, 
and be could at a few hours' notice bring more than double that force 
into the field. The discipline of these ti'oopswouldliave put to shame 
many a European regiment ; like all good soldiers, they were equally 
serviceable as executioners ; they knew no law but that of their 
general, and were as ready to turn their arms upon their countrymen, 
comrades and relations, as against a foreign foe. Their reviews, which 
were of frequent occurrence, were held not so much for the sake of 
display, or the practice of military evolutions, — thougli in. these points 
they wanted nothing of brilliancy and perfection of detail, — as for 
tlie ulterior purpose of slaughter ; and the butchery of eight hundred 
unoffending creaturesinasinglemorning, with every variety of torture, 
'ery remarkable event in the annals of this reign of terror. 
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lile, the new King of the Znlna, though he was willing to 
3 intrusion of a few white men, dwelling along the sea- 
within certain limits, was yet by no moans disposed to 
bargain of his predecessor, or to relinquish all claim to the 
[ territory i and when in 1838 the Dutch emigrants, roUiug 
ona down the steep sides of the Dratenberg, poured into the 
aina of Natal, expecting to take peaceful possession, they 
ountered by a Geree and determined opposition, and had to 
ir way, inch by inch, to the site of their future capital. The 
toer, however, was a very different foe from the timid and 
ita native ; and though ho sufiercd soverely, and the soil of the 
d land was plentifully watered with his blood, yet, in the 
proved more than a mutch for his savage antagonist. The 
re at Blaauw Krans Spruit, recorded in an earKer chapter, is 
i of the many tragedies which signalized this short, but event- 
itest — a contest in which we have the greatest interest, since we 
reaped its fruits. We all know how it terminated ; Dingaan 
impelled to retreat within his legitimate boundary, well pleased 
ire concluded a bargain, by which he transferred to the victors 
By reasonable terms, the land which had already been disposed 
y hia predecessor, while the Boers founded Maritzburg, and con- 

d themselves into an independent repuhlie. 
In dne time, Dingaan met witli the usual fate of Zuin monoTcha, 
ring behind him a name, which, whether for good or ill, is con- 
intly in the mouth of his farmer subjects and their descendants, 
hose invariable form of emphatic affirmation is " Yebo Dingaan." 
ie was succeeded by Panda, the present king, of whom we have 
ivery reason to say "vieai'" far, being too fat and too lazy for violent 
exercise, he is averse to war, and, on the whole, is rather amiably dis- 
posed than otherwise towards his sister sovereign Queen Victoria. 
There is no saying how soon hia death might change the face of 
affairs. 

Among his own people he is as great a tyrant as were either 
Dingaan or Chaka, but his resources have been considerably dimi- 
nished, and the whole of his available force cannot now be estimated 



r 



I 
* 



ZULP lUUlG RATION. 

■t moro than 15,000 men. It is to the cause of Uus decrease of poirer 

that I wish egpccuilly to coil the reader's attention. 

Tho occupation of Natal bj the Umlungus hod anotlier effect 
besides definiDg the boundaries of the Zulu kingdom- It opened a 
door of escape for the oppressed subjects of these orbitrorj monarchs, 
which thej had never before dreamed of, and which now baffled all 
their precautions. Even in Diugaun'fl time, those who had incurred 
his displeasure, and who but a short time before would have submitted 
in enllen despair to the sciiure of their cattle, the abduction of their 
wives, or the fatal stab of the assegai, now fled across the border, and 
threw themselves upon the protection of the white man. This 'n 
more porticuiarlf the cose with tho transplanted natives, who wi 
boated with tenfold cruelty by their caplors, and on whom the hope 
of returning to their native soil, under any terms, acted like ai 
Uitible spell. Dingaan did not care to follow up tho pursuit ; he had 
had sufficient experience of the Dutch roer, and had no mind to ti 
turo again within its deadly range. The example of flight was 
therefore caught up with avidity, and Natal promiEcd to be speedily 
repopulated. 

The new republic looked on this inroad with a jealous and watoh- 
fiil eye i they were well pleased to find a supply of herdsmen to tend 
their rapidly-increasing troops of cattle, and to perform those menial 
offieeB, in which, before the days of emancipation, they had been 
always accustomed to employ slave labour; but, on the other hand, 
they were liilly sensible of the danger of allowing the savage to take 
fresh root in the soil, whence it might bo difficult a second time to 
eradicate him. It was, therefore, decreed by a resolution of the 
" Volktraad," that no additional natives should bo allowed to take 
up their residence within the colony, save and except the number of 
able-bodied young men actually employed by the settlers ; and that this 
number should be limited to five males for each farmer without their 
femihes. By this wise measure a check was put upon the threatened 
inundation, which, under proper control, became a manageable and 
fertilizing stream. 

1812 the scene was shifted; tho pastoral republic had 
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played out its lost act, and a new set of charactcrB appeared apon tlie 
Btage. British rule was once more proclaimed ; the elaborate machi- 
neiy of the Colonial Oi!ice replaced the simple working of a patri~ 
srchal goremment ; experiment superseded experience i and, instead 
of tlie practical remedy suggested on the spot by each succeeding 
emergency, was aabstitoted a procrustean code, for uniTcrsal applica- 
tion, imported from distant head-qnarters, and contrived with a noblo 
disregard of place, time, and circumstance. In short, the motto of 
this odmiaietration was, though in & very different senso from that 
which the poet intended — 

" tiihi rG4, ilDa mo rcboa, aabjunj^ers conot." 
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The nnlucky Boer, harassed with realrictiona to which be was 
little accustomed, and technicalities which he httle onderstood — dia- 
truatfol even where his interest was consulted, and having but too 
many grounds for reasonable complaint— struggled awhile among the 
meshes in which he found himaelf entangled, till at length he fairly 
shook the dast off his feet, and, quitting the country of hia affections, 
sought a new home in wilds where red tape is yet unknown, and 
Downing Street influence, with its Briarean arms, has not yet been 
able to reach. 

Nor was this the only resnlt of British occnpation. The Zulu 
malcontents, discovering as if by instinct that oJl bat to their entrance 
was now removed, swarmed by thousands into the deserted country, 
and, led by their different petty chiefs, settled themselves wherever 
choice or fancy directed ; herded their cattle, built their huts, and 
planted their meahcs, as quietly and coolly as if they had recaptured 
the territory, and had no leave to ask but their own. 

But what did " John £u!l " say to all this ? At first he was taken 
by surprise ; so he stared and said nothing. Then be began to 
grumble, and talked about interfering in the matter — a threat which, 
of com-se, he never carried into execution. At length a happy thought 
struck him ; bis countenance brightened j he put his hands in his 
breeches'-pocket, and, with a good-humoured smile, gave utterance to 
something like the following sentiment : — " It can't be helped now j 
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^^M so the less said about it tho better. It docs seem a little strange 
^^1 ecrlsinly, to drive out trhite farmers to make room for black tbievesj 
^^1 bat, alter all, I do not much, like those Boers ; they were too stord; 
^^H and independent to be pleasant neighbours ; and as ta these poop 
^^H black WLttle, who's afraid of them P Let them come in^themon 
^^f merrier; ve con always turn them out if they are troublesome. 
' would be a disgrace to humamty to refuse thc&i admittaace ; and, 

besides" (and ht-re he is said to hare chuckled audibly) "the best 
I part of it is, that they bring ua the very thing we want, i 

^^^ with every other colony— cheap labour ; and with cheap labour and' 
^^H cheap land, if the fortune of Natal is not made." John smote hi* 
^^H pockets till the silver rattled again, and relapsed into a state of t 
^^H placent tranquility. 

^^H And thus Natal became, as the mother country erer has been, 

^^V great eity of reliige for her dbtressed neighbours ; and the cmelties 
^^^ of Panda, — who had himseU', during the reign of his predf 

headed a body of these iugitivea,^becoming day after day more insup-. 
portuble, the plot continued to thicken, till, by 1845, there 
^_ less than 120,000 Zulus established within the colony. Their 

^^K numbers, at the present moment, cannot amount to less than 
^^H Now, those who sustained the argument I have justquoted, — and, 

^^H in sober sadness, it was advanced by very many at the time,— laboured 
under a threefold delusion :— First, that it was safe to admit thl 
Zulus; secondly, that it was a duty; and, lastly, that the colonists 
would be the gainers bj it. On the two first points I have stated ray 
opinion bo ftiUy in the last chopter, that I can add nothing of 
that will not be mere repetition, and am quite content to leave them 
to the judgment of the unprejudiced reader. In support of those 
opinions, I will only adduce the testimony of Sir Henry Pottingi 
contained in the following extract from a despatch, addressed, 
July, 1847, to Mr. West, late Lieatenaut-Govemor of Natal, as 
snggeetH a new and forcible argument, peeuliar to the ease under 
consideration :^" My conviction daily becomes stronger timt it 
deeirable to clieck, as far as possible, the influx of petty chiefs and 
their tribes into Katal, both because they occupy land which may 
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hereafter be tamed to better account for Earopean Bettlora, and, i 
particalarly, because our affording protection to bqcIi refugees aeeraa 
Bure to involve us in angry and nnsatdsfactory discnssionB \vith their 
paraTnount chiefe, oTer whose conduct and proceedings wo can hardly 
be said to hold the smalleat control." 

When I add that nearly half a. thick volume of Blno Book ia 
occupied by negotiatioiia hetveeen the King Panda and the Natal 
government, — all, without exception, nndertaken. with the view of 
settling dispntea arising frm this oao cause, and in which, if an open 
mpture has been avoided, it has been only by the nicest tact and 
moat akilful manosuvring, — it will be seen how fully subsequent 
events have justified theuo apprehensions. 

With regard to the third delusion — the moat attractive and the 
most deceitful of all- — ^1 havo already shown what dependence can be 
placed on Zulu laiiour: I will now go further, and assert that not 
only has the espcriment failed to realize the hopes that were built 
upon it, but that its positive results have had a directly contrary 
effect ! and have tended rather to cripple and impede the efforts of the 
settlers than to give them the assistance and encouragement which 
was contemplated by its well-meaning but mistaken advocates. 
Instead of providing the farmer with cheap labour, we have brought 
a rival producer into the market, to whom we have given every 
possible adrantage, as if those which nature had given did not render 
him snUiciently formidable. The Zulu has nothing to learn or 
unlearn; he attempts nothing new, ho rieks no loss; he incurs no 
expense; and though he shows hut little energy when working for 
the white man, he will work hard enough for himself when the fit 
takes him ; and if not, he can set his slavss, his wives, to work for 
him. The crops, also, to which he coniincs his attenticm are those 
wliifh are best suited to the soil and eliraatc — are raised with least 
trouble, and in greatest quantities — and are therefore in the greatest 
general demand; the very same to which the ordinary settler must 
look for the chief means of Eupport. And it is here that tlie competi- 
tion is most keenly felt. 

In looking over the accounts of our different colonies, one cannc' 
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Iielp boing slrQck wiUi the regularity trith which the game falliuies, 
attendod with the same results, arc repeated, as if it wore not wortb 
while to try another plan, with a view to a happier iaauc. In the 
case of New Zealand, the pcirBUol is so exact, that the very words ii 
which it ia described wiU apply, without alteration, to the queadon 
before us. Mr. Huntboiise. in his oxccllcat work ou New Plymon 
epenking of the native, My»— " Hitherto it has been found difficnlt 
to induce the natives to work for hire." And hia inteUigent reTiewev 
continu(.<s—" The author hopes that they will imprare in this particular 
M tilery advance in civilization. It aecma to us that, as they e 
have land for nothing, civilisation is not likely to teach them the 
advantage of working for themseivea, unless in auch cases a 
government rooda at Wellington, where they are x>a>d high wages for 
very little work!"* And Mr. Power, whose authority I have befiffs 
hod occasion to cite, apeaks still nioro to the point. Discussing thia 
chances of a settler in New Zealand, he concludea— " There is tmother 
competitor, too, coming into tho Held, against whom there will be i 
oontending, as he geta the pick of the land iur nothing, and he 
jrtenty of cheap labour at command. This is the Maori." Can 
analogy give stronger confirmation than thia ? 

Such was the state of things which greeted Mr. West, the first 
Lisntenant-Governor of Natal, on his arrival in December, 1845 
t«ne of hia despatchea, as well as those of Sir Feregrine Muitland, tb» 
Cape Governorof that day, betrayingbut too evidently tho despondent 
view which they took of the prospect before them. They ap 
writings of men at once perplexed and alarmed; and no wonder— for 
the skein which they hud to unravel was too tightly knotted to yield 
to gentle means, and the clue was held in other hands. Urgent 
appeals for an increased military force were met by suggestioi 
for tho formation of a native militia ; and a despairing hint at the 
necessity for abandoning the colony elicited an essay on the infinence 
which the dvilisalion of the refugee Znlua would have in the diSusion 
of Christianity tiiroughout south-eastem Africa, and the proposal of 
general survey. 

• "SidnefBEmigrBBtJoumiil." 8econd Seriei. Pnge 194. 
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Meanwhile the black awarm daily increased, till the danger 
became so imminent, that it was plain sometliing mnat be done. The 
first proposition was nntnral enong-b ; — Turn tbem out ! But tbia, on 
mature consideration, was found to be no sueh easy task. The stream 
which, in its infancy, had been giiided and controlled by the Boera, 
had now swelled to an ovorwholming torrent, whose waters might, 
indeed, find deposit in variouB reservoirs, but which, to turn aside, 
was as great a work as the drainage of the Haerlem Lake. There 
were other obstacles, too, in the way. Having onco admitted the 
claims of these refageea on our protection, we could not abandon them 
to the tender mercies of the tyrant from whose oppression they had 
escaped ; if, therefore, we expelled them from our borders, a tract 
must be found for their occupation ; and this could not be accom- 
plished without encroaching either on the private property of indi- 
viduals, or on the territories of our independent neighbour, Faku, 
with whom we had generally been on amicable terms. 

It being decided that they could not be expelled, the nelt ques- 
tion waa, bow ffl provide for their management and efficient control ; 
for, the absurdity of allowing upwards of 100,000 natives to remain 
in the district " without any law whatsoever actively operating upon 
them," was too obvious to require pointing out. Indeed, this ques- 
tion had begun to occupy the minds of the authorities as early as 
1843, when, in the able report already quoted, the follovping sugges- 
tions had been made by Mr. Cloete ; — 

" That the natives should be considered as divided into two sepa- 
rate classes, viz., those who formed a part of the original inhabitants 
of the soil, and the Zulu immigrants. That with regard to the former, 
certain tracts of land should be unalienably vested in the chiefe of the 
different kraals or villages, in trust, for the ose of all the inhabitants 
of such kraals, as tenants in common. In regard to the latter, that 
they should bo gathered into a certain number of distinct locations 
under the superintendence and direction of the missionaries, some of 
whom were established in different parts of the country, and ona of 
whom. Dr. Adams, had abeady trova ten to twelve thousand normnuUy 
under his guidance." 
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minor criminal offeiicea, and to decide upon civil disputes to a certaiu 
extent, after wliieh tliere should be an appeal to the Diplomatic 
Agent, wlio should have power to dispose of them, as much as possible 
to the prineipiea of the BritiaJi law, the object being, that by degrees 
the tnhole may he brought undar one code. 

That all Borioua criminal ti-iak be at once referred to the supreme 
court of the district- 
That a complete registration should be mode of all natives on each 
location, man, womaa, and child, ^th the number of cattle possessed 
by each. 

That their laws as to marriage and divorce be remodelled, and be 
made more strict (this is very important, as the doing away with 
polygamy would tend to make them more dependent on their own 
person &1 labour). 

The establishment of schools and missions is strongly recommended 
as a supplementary aid on each location ; but the employment of 
missionaries bb superintendents or magistrates was not contemplated 
by the commissioners; indeed, I have reason to believe, it -won dis- 
countenanced. 

Speaking of the expense, it goes on to say, that " though the sum 
required for soch a system of management may appear large, yet, 
wfcen the ciroiimstanooa of the natives themselves, the vast capabilities 
of the district, and the relative positions of the white and black popula- 
tions within it, are considered, the conclusion must be arrived at that 
the system for the government of the uutives, to be elBcicut, must he 
complete in aU its details i that the persons through whose iustni- 
mentiUity it is to be worked must be such, us by their characters fui-nish 
a guarantee for success : that tosecurosuch persons respectable salaries 
are necessary, and sufficient assistance from inferior officers, to he 
appointed to each location, indispensable." "Wo arc deeply im- 
pressed," add the commissioners, " with the conviction, that unless such 
a plan of goverumcnt as this is established over the natives, and that 
speedily, the consequence to the district at lurge will be disastrous in 
the highest degree. To preserve them obedient subjects they rcquiro 
: and steady control, and strictly impartial justice, both 
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in the redrcM of their wrongs and the pnnUbment of their inisde- 
tnesjiaurs," &c. 

The reader will observe that in ail this, the important point kept 
in view, ia tha entire subjection of the Kafir to wUte authority, and 
the gTodiiiU abolition of hia own national laws and usages, the only 
means whereby a native population can be safely retained (if they 
can be retained at all) in close contact with European settlers. 

Unfortunately the treasury of Natal was in no condition ta provide 

the funds ncccMary for carrying these proposals into effect. Thfl 

import dues, coUections, &c., were Uitle more than sufficient to p^ 

the salaries of those employed in collecting them ; exports there were 

none ; the native tax was as yet only an idea ; the sale of crown 

lands, the never-filing recipe for colonial emborossment, scarcely 

formed an item on the credit side of tho acconnt ; and as to pecuniary 

assistanco from the mother country ; — if the object had been to colonize 

^^_ a barren tsltuid in the South Seas, or Co send squadrons to broil on 

^^^^Hie Line, under pretence of putting down the slave trade — to establish 

^^^^B naval station on on iceberg, or to transport a ready-made English 

^^^^bty to the plains of Australia or New Zealand— the money would 

^^^^kave been forthcoming at once ; but for such a simple common-plaoe 

^^H purpose OS the protection of English emigrants, even for the pet 

^^^^ oolony of the ofGce, it was absurd to expect it for a moment. 

^^^ft Lord Orey, of coarse, saw this at a glance ; hut he also saw and 

^^^KfKknowledged the value of the commissioners' sng'gestions, and felt 

^^^f &at his refusal to sanction the scheme before him, entailed upon biin 

I Hie obligation of supplying another which should be equally efficient, 

more profitable, less eoatly, and therefore more suited to the means of 

on infant community. The plan devised by his Lordship was at 

least an ingenious one, and has so far answered its purpose that, in 

the Imnds of the most skilful and judicious agents, and worked wiOi 

the most consummate tact and management, it has almost attained 

the reputation of a succosaftil measure. Its main principle was, that 

the KaSra should be governed by their own laws, and through their 

I own chie&, whose authority was to be directed, not controlled, for the 

^^^K maintenance of order. But we will hear the despatch apeak for itself: 
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" It should be expressly declared to the inhabitants of Natal 
that, in aasnming the sovereignty of the district, the Queen has not 
interfered with or abrogated any law, custom, or usage prevailing 
among them anteeedently to the British rule, save only such laws 
ciiatoms, or usages, aa are abhorrent from, and opposed to the general 
principles of humanity and decency recognized throughout tho whole 
civilized world; and further, that the Queen has not interfered with 
or abrogated the powers which tho law, coatom, and usage of the 
inhabitants vested in the chiefs or in any persona in authority among 
them, but that in all 'transactions between thomselves, and in all 
crimes committed by any of them against the persons or property of 
those of their own race, the natives will he permitted to administer 
justice toward each other, as they had been used to do in former 
times. This implies that some control should be esercised over the 
chiefs, in order to restrain them irom those acts of cruelty which are 
so common among savages, but which cannot be tolerated even among 
them while living under the protection of a civilized nation." 

This control, which might have proved, and indeed, under Mr. 
Shepatone's management, has hitherto proved, tho safety-valve of this 
dangerous measure, is immediately so limited as to be merely nominal- 
It is not to impair the power of the chiefs in any way, or to prevent 
their maintaining a strong authority. The tniinner in which the 
chiefs govern their tribes is not to ho minutely iuqnired into, even 
though much oppression, and tho commission of many acts highly 
repugnant to our notions of justice and humanity, should be tho 
consequence ; even the power of inflicting capital punishment to 
be restrained rather than Ldtugethcr taken away ; and, in short, the 
only interference that appears to be contemplated is — the prohibition 
of any punishment on people accused of witchcraft or neglect of 
rehgioua observances. 

This is the substance of the despatch ; the rest contains nothing 
new or remarkable, unless we except the Kalir tax, a most necessary 
and une.'cceptioDablc measure ; the enrolment of a native mihtia on a 
large scale ; and the establishment of a body of pensioners at Moritz- 
burg, which was not encouraged by Sir Harry Smith. I should add 
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Umt tlie principle of governing: nativta through their 
approved of by the gailatit Borouet, who cited the succeBS which had 
tttttnded a similor oxporiment in Kofirlimd, u. Buccess which we 
now estimate at its real value. 

Betiire I go on to state the reception which tliis despatch met ti 
in NataJ, I most put the reader in posaesaion of o 
facts wliich must not be overlooked. 

In the first phice, chieftainship had long virtually ceased to 
among the refugee ZuIob in Natal. The system, unsupported bj^ 
constitutional right or phynical force, Lad died a natural death, 
if Lord Grey's proposal were to bs adopted, would have not 
maintained, but to be rovived, or, to nae o still stronger expresaioBJ 
created anew. Secondly, all the authority wliich had formerly been' 
exercised over the natives by their own chiefs had been by thems^vef 
voluntarily transferred to the white man, and was centred 
person of Mr. Shepatone, who, under tlio anomalous title of Diplomatin 
Ageul, and rather by general consent thiin under any definite appoint 
ment, had discharged, and was still discharging all the functions ti 
judge and ruler amongst them, settling their disputes, punishing 
misdemeanors, and wanting only a confirmed and duly 
office, an increased staff, and very little additional means at 1 
command, to reduce them to perfect and unconditional obedience 
his administration. As it was, he had succeeded almost to a miracl^ 
and few ventured to dispute his power. Now, it ia very evident that 
the first effect of the prockmation of the decree above quoted would 
be to destroy the prestige of Mr. Sliepatone among tile natives, and to 
undo all the good which ho had cflected. " Let well alone," L 
sterling though homely adage, nnd if want of funds prevented 
advance in the right direction, them was, at all events, no rcaeon 
a retrograde movement,— of all stops the most dimgeroua. 

In the colony there was but ono feeling on the subject — a feeling 

of extreme dissatisfaction and disappointment— and this was expressed 

in words too clear to be misunderstood. We have the recorded 

opinions of Mr. Cloete and Mr. Shepstoae, confirmed by the consent 

the whole executive cooncO of Natal, that the promulgation of the 
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ordinance would be ruinous to the peace and prosperity of the colony ; 
and the land commissionera appointed to select the sites of the diffe- 
rent locations, went so far as (o aay that " if the declaration to be 
made by His Honour were to have the effect of giving to the natives 
greater power than they now enjoy, the locations, not being so situated 
as to prevent an intermixture of the natives leiih the white population, 
would be hable to seriona objection; and that in this case it would be 
advisable to take into consideration the practicability of removing the 
hulk of the natives beyond the Umzinknlu " (the south-west boundary 
of Natal). And Mr. Cloete, among the immediate effects of the 
proclamation, enumerates the following ; — 

" Iri, It will produce on the minds of the emigrant farmers a 
feeling, which is but too prevalent already, that the natives will be 
subject to laws and regulations, securing to them greater rights and 
privileges than are possessed by the gcncrahty of the inhabitants i the 
effect of which will be, to produce, and keep ahve, a spirit of disaffec- 
tion towards the government, nnd of hostiUty towards the natives, 
which cannot but become detrimental to the interests of the latter. 

2dly, That thenatives, and more particularly their petty chiefs, will 
become impressed with the belief that her Majesty intends to acknow- 
ledge their entire independence from all our laws, as they will have some 
difEcully in oomprehending the exception made as to offences against 
humanity; the effect of which will be to set up their own anthority in 
direct opposition to that of the Government," ic. 

These arguments, which need no comment of mine, joined to many 
others equally cogent, had, and most justly, so much weight with the 
Lieutenant-Governor and council of Natal, that they came to the 
unanimous decision, that the announcement of any change in policy, 
with regard to the natives, should be deferred ; and accordingly things 
confiuucd as they had done before, and might have done so to this 
day, but for an event which occurred some months afterwards. 

Mr. Shepstone, in the exercise of his anomalous functions, having 
visited, June, 1849, a ease of murder among the natives' with the 

hardly odeguato to the oBbuce. The nqoordf r bid nlwajs bten a sCrenuQUii Bupporlei' of 
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punishment of a fine, this wa« rcgnrdod bj the Recorder Bi ■ 

encroachment on the jurudiction of his court (the oolonj' being ll 
under the Dutch Roman law), and, a dispute ariaiiig:, the L 
GoTcmor. lu the only means of preventing the recurrence of mei 
uncomfortable affair, gnvc immediate force to the edict, which, « 
it freed the Kalir trom the tntmmels of British law, left to Mr. Sbef 
stone a yiutsi authority over the newly-created chiefs, which he h 
sioce done his utmost to preserve ; and it b his greatest praise th 
notwithstanding the difflcnlticB of his position, he has si 
that though war has now ragod on the frontier for a year, all is, D 
yd. quiet in Natal. Still his influence, though considerable, is nol 
what it was, when he was without a rival in the eye of the native : * 
and even were it undiminished, a system which depends entdrely fin 
BUGoeas upon the ability of one man, and which must fall with him, hai 
little to recommend it. 

Fortunately, wc have another reason to be hopeful, 
died in the autumn of 1849, and was succeeded by the present Lieti^: 
tenant-Governor, Mr, Pine, a. gentleman who, while his 
those of a. sensible and unprejudiced man, has, at the si 
energy and resolution to carry them into practice. He has main 
obstacles to contend against, — want of cordial co-operation, both i 
the colony and at home ; want of men to work with, and of means 1 
pay them. This lost dcSciency may indeed be to some extent sappliej 
by the tax of seven shillings per hut, levied on the native populatit 
which bos been in most instances collected without diiliculty, a: 
which, though it has completely failed in its anticipated effect oS 
compeUing the Kafirs to labour, is still a wekome addition to ths- 
hitherto scanty revenue. It produced, the first year of its trial, 
Mr. SbppBtone'a authority ; and the i 

IhE rormiof the Dnlch Homan law bie 
What 19 isqiilitd IB a cofis, at ones 
inlerpretstlon or deUj, andsamiiuBtc 

t For thlfl asoRtian I haye tbe antborlCy of Mr. Shep^tonc himself he having InfOrmad 

Natal, that unlets hl> staff ncni greatly isoniiBiid, he cciitld not oiuwcr liii the eaiitlDuod 



HOFBB AND FEARS. £07 

£3600; but, by this time, it crught to yield an income of fully three 
times that amount. 

Another important step has been the appointment of magistrates 
to some of the Kaflr locations, who, by their activity and determination, 
have done much to check the growing insolence of the natires. More 
will doubtless be added as fit men can be fonnd. This is all in the 
right direction, and Mr. Pine would doubtless go further had he the 
power ; for the steady uniformity with which he has always lent hia 
support to nphold the authority of the Diplomatic Agent, and the 
deciaive manner in which his influence has always been thrown into 
the scale, when prompt and stem measures have been required, are 
quite sufficient proofs that he knows both the critical position of the 
YCBsel under his charge, and the only course to be steered with safety. 

But neither Mr. Pine's energy, nor Mr. Shepstone'a skill, can do 
more than delay the catastrophe, unless the fatal edict which 
emanated from a higher quarter than theirs, be revereed. 

It is a notorions fact that the Zulus are growing daily more and 
more independent, more and more dangerous. No longer tractable 
aud suppliant refugees, they are gradually consolidating themselves 
into a rich ajid powerful nation (imperium ia imperio), and already 
begin to treat their preservers on equal terms. This equality cannot 
be of lon^ duration. 

AV'ith Panda on one border, and Faku on the other, with Boers 
and Bushmen, and a host of rebel tribes on the west, and the sea 
closing her in on the eastern side. Natal had need he whole and 
sound, if she is to maintain her existence as a British colony— much 
more, if she is to turn her vast and undisputed resources to account. 
No CEdipus is required to solve her riddle. Two nations are strug- 
gling within her ; one must give way. "Which shall it be P It is to be 
earnestly hoped that the new colonial minister will see these matters 
in their true light, and will not suffer the youngest and most promising 
of Britain's daughters to be strangled in her very cradle, the last off- 
shoot from the parent tree to be choked by poisonous weeds, or a 
single tiny rosebud to fall from the cbaplet that forms the noblest 
ornament on tbe brows of our gracious Quccs. 





It whb, I think, about thi^e days after mj first arrival in Marits^ 
burg that I was sitting in the mud^floorcd parlour of Balcony Hotusi 
inditing a letter to friends in England, and in that dreamy moc 
when external sounds and objects blend fantastically with tt 
thoughts within, and, though present to the senses, cany no re 
impression to the mind, when I became gradnally eonseiona of 
f, which I at first took for the howling of a pock i 
wolrcs; but it lacked the prolonged and moumfol cadence of UW 
note, if note it could be called; and besides, it appeared to IM 
stationary, and Tery 

My next thought was a more natural and alarming one. I seized 
my cap, and hurried out to solve the mystery. 

It was a lovely evening (the evenings olways arc lovely in Natalj 
except wheu it rains) ; the moon was just coming up behind a bank 
of clouds, " with a star or two besides," and shed a dim drowsy light 
on the quaint objects around — just enough to bring the white walla 
of the scattered houses into strong reUef, and to cause an occasional 
sparkle on the surface of the tiny brook by the street side. But for 
that, the wide market-place opposite might have been a lonely wilder- 
ness, 80 still and quiet was the night, so little appearance was there 
of hmnan habitation. 

Could that noise be human which still continued to echo in 
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my ears, and which, seemed not only to come from the bowels of the 
earth at my feet, but to he multiplied in fainter repetitiona at greater 
difltuneeson every sideP As I was lost in idle conjecture, E — -joined 
me on the sioep, and, to my increased enrprise, entered into qniet con- 
versation, as if there was nothing extraordinary going on. Dreading 
that I 'waa under the inflnence of some enchantment, I determined to 
ascertain at once its nature, and, summoning courage, asked my host 
whence, and from what kind of beings, theae unearthly yells might 
proceed. 

" Whether from man or beaat," said E , " is more than I can 

tell you ; but the noise comes from that hut yonder, and is caused by 
Behren's Kafirs, and a most confounded row they ore making. I 
beUeve a law is to be made to stop the nuisaoce. Sut perhaps you 
would like to look in upon them at their orgies ; I can promise you it 
is a sight worth seeing." 

We accordingly bent our steps to the hut, which was not twenty 
paces from our door, in the court-yard of the next house j I had 
liitherto taken it for a large haycock. As we approached it, however, 
I discovered a low doorway, or ratlier square opening, not quite two 
feet in height, through which something was exhaled, which was 
certainly not the smell of hay, while my ears conriQced me that I 
had found the wherfobmOs, at all events, of the noise by which I 
had been so thoroughly awakened. 

Two senses were fiilly satisfied, without ftirther trial ; but when, 
stooping low, or rather lying flat on my face, I peered cautiously into 
the orifice, I could scan^ly refrain iroia an exclamation of momentary 
terror at the sight that presented itself. In the centre of the hut, 
though the night was dose and sultry, a few red embers served rather 
to increase the general daricness, than to dispel it, and created an 
atmosphere in which the process of respiration appeared almost a 
miracle. Around it, as far as the eye ooiUd distinguish, in a regalar 
circle, a group of naked figures were squatted in that peculiar position 
which none but a Kafir, or th.e India rubber man of circus celebrity 
can assume ; their bronzed faces set between their knees, as if the 
head had no other support, and had been removed from its ordinary 



I 
I 



A FCLL HATCOCK. 

fislDie on the ahouldcn, far the sake of frolic or a change of pcntuH. 
Hod tliej becu moUonlesa thcj- might have bcea tuken for the carved 
representations of heathen deities, that disfignro the walls of Uindoo 
templea; nay, their very moTements, which were inceasant, seemed 
the results of some internal machinery artfully contrived, rather than 
the spontaneous exertion of muscular force. The whole body, with 
the exception of the feet, was jerked up and down, and swayed &om 
side to side, slowly or rapidly, in perfect time with the monotonons 
Bong or chant, while the snorting which at intervals accompanied the 
music, and the perspiration, nhich streamed down their sides Uks 
rain, showed that their amusement, like that of their civilized 
brethren, was in reality very severe toil. If they would but work 
with half the spirit on the mealie plot, or the cotton jiloutation, Natal 
would not be long a wilderness ! 

But I cannot say that any such utilitarian thoughts entered my 
head at tlie time. I was dreaming again, and my dreams recalled the 
pbtures which, as a child, I had often painted to myself, asleep m 
awake, of the Evil One, and his abode {a. Hubject, by-thc-by, whioh 
is more frequently present to a child's imagination than their parcnta 
and governesses wot of). Black devils and blue, white devils and 
grey, with horns, and tails and pincers, and all the horrid apparatoB 
that the Nursery Witch loves to conjure up before her trembling victim, 
danced before my eyes; all the diabolical legends 1 had ever heard, 
&om St. Uunstan and his tongs, down to the strange man who met a 
farmer, as he was returning from church, and provoked him to a 
wrestling match, but, finding he had the Praycr-Book in his pocket, 
went off, OS the man himself assured me, in " a flame of smoke;" theso 
and many others flitted before me, and " sorely ," said 1 at length, " if 
ever such absurd ideas could be realized, are they not realized here P 
Is a single feature wanting to complete, on a small scale, the vulgar 
Dotian of an ' Inferno P' Fire, smoke, darkness, block figures, grin- 
ning faces, hideous distortions, horrid yells I As to the brimstone 
the less said the better: — 

• I daJB do ill that nu; beoome a 



" But if, as ehemiata taUtiB, huraan beings require a certain, pro- 
portion of oiygeo and nitrogen to support life, those who rejoice in 
an atmoBphere in wliieli tliB latter gas so decidedly preponderates, 
may be fairly reckoned under the seoond category defined by the 
poet j and so the case of the poor Kafir is syUogistically sealed," 

Sut I was again awakened, this time by a gentle tap on the 
shoulder. 

" How many of those fellows do you think there are inside," 

naked E , who had been awaiting the end of my soliloquy with 

exemplary patience. 

1 guess," replied I, " the hat cannot 
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" About ten, a 


s far as I can g 


hold more." 




" We shall aoo 


n see," returned 


to turn them out, 


and high time, t 


As he spoko. 


our neighbour c 


menacing mood. 





r here o 



B the Baas 



B up, flourishing a qambok i 






" said he, " have taken a. particQlBr &ncy to my 
prenuEea i I verily beliere half the Kafirs in the town are here. I'll 
soon have them out, however ;" and without liirther word, he dived 
into the hole and disappeared. The noise instantly ceaaed ; there was 
a sound of many feet, a smack or two, not very loud, and then a black 
head appeared at the aperture. One bound, and a tall native stood 
beside me ; the drops on his skin gliet«ring in the moonlight, hia 
white teeth grinning very good-humouredly, a:id, on the whole, 
looking a very amiable devil, considering how miceremonioualy he 
had been disturbed in a favourite occupation. Another and another ! 
ten, twelve, fifteen! More yet! I had heard of the man who pulled 
a carpet out of one pocket, and a horse, saddled and bridled, out of the 
other I hat that was, as a Yankee would say, a mere circumstimce 
compared to this. To he short, I counted thirty-five of them, ail 
strapping fellows too, make their exit from that one hollow haycock ; 
and they did not look at all hot, oi uncomfortable. Human beings, 
indeed ! 

But the song; yea, I had forgotten the aoag; it was all about 
. : the only subject which, in the absence of ftor, ever enters into 
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fbtoT thoogfat), I manngpd to catch tfco first line sad die 'Adtm^ 
which I offer as a (pccimen. I am afraid the note* nnirt be 1^ to 
the tMte of the reader ; — 



(All the Mlt» ira diinklnc wUet). 

So moch for the Kafir's town-house, where, lite his betteiB in 
Isr^ cities, he is radicr pressed for room. His eouctiy-Beat is s Tory 
different affHir. A Zaln kraaJ ia built in ciFcles like thoso of a targeb 
The centre may be very appropriately called the "bnll's eye," since 
it is devoted to the cattle. It is inclosed by a high wattle fence, not 
unlike our sheep hurdles, nherc wood is to be got, aud a Ka£r has 
more than one teafion for preferring the neighbourhood of bush, if he 
has the choice ; in the upper parts of the country, i 
frequently used. The space between this and the outer inclosore ia 
occupied by the huts, at equal distances from each other. The Zulu 
has a good eye for proportion, and ia as precise in the arrangement ol 
his kraal, as you, gentle reader, may be about that of the flower beds 
in your front garden. Not a blade of graas, nor a weed is to he bi 
in this ring, which is kept clean as the door-step of a citizen. Aroimd 
each hut a little gutter ia dug, to carry off the e; 
hwse wood, straw, or any other combustible matter is allowed ta 
accumalate in its neighbourhood, for fear of danger from an oppodta 
element. 

The garden of pumpkins, mealies, or Kafir com, is moat probabl]^ 
secnrely hedged, while that of his white neighbon 
quite unprotected. A troop of villainons cars yelp about the estab- 
lishment ; I could never diveat myself of a suspicion that they served 
for food. 

The housekeeping utensils, though few and aimple, evince c 
siderable ingennity. There are earthen jugB and pots of all shapes 
and sizes, only reqniring a httle glaze to make them really pretty ; 

• In the writwn Kaftr lanpiaBe, tb 
le IlsUui tui 8puilili :— «, oo ; i, M 
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Bpooos of wood and horn, neatly and aometimeB elalioratelj carved ; 
the grasa mat which forms their bod I have already noticed ; and a. 
basket of the same material, which I broag'ht home with me, haa 
attracted uniyersal admiration, foe the closeuesB and excellency of its 

But the Zulu ia not only a potter, a carver, and a basket-maker, 
he 13 also a amelter of iron, and a smith, and from the native ore, 
which ifl abundant, he contrives to make the rude hoe or pick, with 
which he turna up the soil i the needle or skewer, for sewing together 
his scanty clothing ; and the blade or point of his assegai. The pick 
and the needle are now superseded by English manufacture; but for 
the war and the chase, the Zulu prefers to rely on the work of his 
own hands, — experienco having taught him the great inferiority of 
the Birmingham trash, with which he was supplied, at not much 
more than twenty times its value. 

I must not omit the pillow, which consists of a flat and very narrow 
surface, slightly hollowed to receive the head, and supported by two 
feet, cut out of one block of hard wood, and occasionally ornamented 
either by carving or partial burning. I tried it once, and did not care 
to do so again. 

Among all nations there is some diatinguiBhing mark, some change 
of habit or costume, to express the entrance on what, according to 
Shakespere, may be called the third stage of life. The Englishman 
lengthens his coat ; the Yankee marries ; the Indian leaves on his 
head nought but the solitary scalp tuft, ready for the grasp of his 
mortal foe ; the Austrahan knocks out a couple of his front teeth 
The Kaflr amfane (boy) when he becomes an indola (man), shaves 
his head, and «ews into the scalp a circahir coronet of reeds, about 
half'On-inch thick, and rising about the same height above the skin. 
How it is managed I know notj but it is quite black and smooth, and 
has the appearance of a thick wbip-!ash. 

The ornainentB of either sex, the bead necklaces, copper armlets 
and anklets, and girdles of plaited grass, cow'hide, or nuts strong on 
the sinews of animals ; these have too often been described to require 
than a passing allusion. There is a fashion in these matters, as 
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irell as in iilki and musliiiB ; and the large blue bead irlueli wta He 

; Reasoi), maj thu joar be thrown aside for the small red and 
white, which will, in their turn, became naelesB lomber in the nagan- 
cheat of the trader. Thia fiistidiousnesa ia probably the sign of a 
complete rerolutioo in natdve trade, — not that they evince the alighteBt 
tendency to the adoption of European clothing, which only chafes and 
annoys them, bnt that they begin to judge every article by the Tslne 
in which it ia held by the white man, and to reject those which he 
etteemg lightJy as worthless. On this principle, they have lately 
token a great fancy to steel ia any shape, as I found to ray coat, 
having lost no less than six curb-chains, one after the other, ii 
many weeks. 

The fact is that the Kafir haa, for somo time, made the discovery 
thai, next to cattle and wives, a. certain number of threepenny pieces i 
(the prevailing form of small chiinge current in Natal) is the moat 
desirable of posscssiona ; and nothing which ia not readily convertible 
into 7iin;i', or hard cash, has now much attraction for him. The most 
obvious result of this universal knowledge of good and evil, has b 
to multiply his temptations to commit petty thefta, a crime from which 
he was once singularly exempt He lifted cattle like our 
ancestors, and kidnapped women like the ilomans of old ; bnt ai 
recorded of a celebrated highway robber, that he indignantly repelled 
the charge of stealing a pocket handkerchief, so the Ealir had the 
reputation of disdaining petty larceny. This is not the case now, and 
I ahonld seiiously advise intending emigrants to take boiea with locks 
and keys, and to keep them carefully closed, if they wish to preserve 
their tobacco, their BUgar, or still more the little knick-knacks, which, 
though of no real worth, am often the most highly prized of their 
poasesaions. Summary punishment is the only remedy for this 
growing evil, the Kafir being not only entirely destitute of moral 
feeling, but lacking even the Spartan sense of shame at detection. 
Here is an instance. I had dismounted one day, accompanied by a 
friend, at the door of a shop, leaving the horses according to custom 
standing outside, with the ends of their bridles fastened together, 

scarcely entered wheu a tall native lounged in and offered a 
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BJambok for sale. As I happened to be in want of one, I asked the 
price, and soon agreed to buy it for tie moderate sum of siipcnoD. 
It was very cbeap i but tbe Kafir Bccmed mig'litily pleased ■with his 
bargain, and showed hia tocth in a scries of grina, aa he proceeded 
leisurely to deposit the tiny coin in a curious purse, consisting of rolls 
of leather, rag, and other materials, one within the other, very cai'e- 
fully folded and tied, and which appeared to contain at least a dozen 
half-crown pieces, besides silver of smaller dimensions. "While he 
was thus occupied, my friend, who had been busily engaged at the 
other end of the store, joined me, and as he woa an old colonist I 
called his attention to my new purchase, asking whether it was not 
well worth the money P — the Kafir grinning all the while. My 
friend took the sjambok in his hand, and examined it for a second. 

" Yes," said he, " it is decidedly cheap, for it cost me two shillings 
last week, and it hung in the girth-strap of my saddle yonder five 
minutes ago." 

The Kafir now slunk towards the door, still grinning however ; 
and, when stopped and i^uestioned, met us with a cool and impudent 
denial, nor was it till, with a decision little expected, my friend had 
seized and made him fast to the wheel of a neighbouring wagon, and 
given him ample cause to beware of meddling for the future with 
stray sjamboks, that he changed the grin into a whine, and proffered 
a restitution of the sispence, which he extracted from his extraordi- 
nary purse, with a reluctance so truly miserly, that, notwithstanding 
all our efforts to look gravo and dignified, as Judge Lynch ought to 
do, we could hardly refrain Irom a burst of langhter. 

As a set-off against this, I will relate another anecdote, which tells 
rather more in the poor Kafir's favour, proving that the principle of 
" honom' amongst thieves " is not confined to our own criminal heroes, 
who divide the palm in public estimation with warriors and states- 
men, bat that even among these humble tyros in crime it is held in 
high respect. 

During my stay with Mr. Moffiit, in the Sovereignty, and shortly 
after the arrival of Mr. M'Cabe, with hia nee, the Kafir labourers 
belonging to the latter took it into their heads to deuamo nun ni^ht. 
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btving previoDslj modo B fcait on two of their ta&siet'a finest Bheep. 
Among them was a natiTe wbo had arrived that evening vith S 
message Irom a neighbouring tarm, and who, though preaent vrken 
me was cemmitted, and probably a sharer in the feast, did not 
join in the subsequent flight, and was foand oa the spot the following 
morning. 

When questioned by the enraged Boas, ho asserted bis entin 
ignorance of the whole offiiir; and even when tied up for pnnishmen^ 
though promised immediate release and free pardoa, if he wooU 
confess all he knew of the matter, he refused to eay a. word whic^ 
might ineulpnte his comrades, but oaderwent his penalty, whiclw 
though prettj severe, was no more than justice demanded, in perfeofc 
silence, and with a dogged stubbomneBs which might easily hava 
been mistaken for hennsm. Indeed, I was ahnoat cheated iMta- 
admiration myself. 

TliDugh hia ideas on the subject of meum and tuum, are Hat 
limited, the Kafir b ueverthelese a clever and Buecessful trader. Like 
the Jew, from whom he b often laid to be descended (what nation hi 
not, about whose origin there is any qaestion at oU?); he has a 
natural taste for eouiraerce, and at a deal b not easily matched. Oii« 
of his most coninion tricks is an affectation of innocent simplicity, 
under cover of which he will frequently pass oS a studied ru«a upon 
bis nnsuspicious customer. Nor is this talent confined to the main 
sex. While at Klip Spruit I bod several opportunities of observing 
thisi one instance I particularly remember. 

Two iiiiombis (unmarried girls) come one day to the hut with a 
pot c^ wild honey, which they offered for a shilling ; it ia generally a 
welcome dish on an African form ; but thb was dry and waxy, and 
we rejected it accordingly. An hour afterwards the some 
damsels returned with another pot, coDtaining, as they told us, st 
fresh honey, much better and more liquid than the lost. And m 
liquid it certainly was, having been, as I at once delected, diloted 
with a pleutiful proportion of water from the crystal Utnquehamia .' 
So true b it that there b nothing new under the sun ! After escaping 
from London " ikj Uub," I hud come t« the other end of the world 



to buy watered honey! But when I reproaclied fhoin for their 
dishoiieaty, one of the girls, patting on an air of would-be perplexity ; 
naked me : — 

" Wlat I had to complnin of? The white nma was Tcry hard to 
please ; he said the honey was dry, and then he won angry because it 
was too wet." 

There was no contending with such casuists, so I simply dismissed 
them, not without a feat that, like the Sibyls, they would make their 
appearance a third time, and with an oi'ticle still more adulterated; 
but they did not repeat the experiment. 

About five miles from Klip Spruit, on the banks of the Hlova, 
dwelt Zingolli, one of the aumcroua petty chiefs, by whose aid, 
according to existing regulations, the Diplomatic Agent conducts the 
adminiatratioa of hia govomraenL A very decent specimen of a 
Kjifir chief waa Zingolli, between whom and our tost, the groot 
Engeishimm, frequent interchanges] of civility, and neighbourly 
intercourse, used to take place. Seldom did a week pass without our 
receiving a visit from bis Mojesty's henchman, a sedate, dignified 
man, mounted on a pack-ox, and carrying a long Birmingham 
fowling-piece, in defiance of edl rules or ordinaooea to the contrary. 
Entering the hut with the usnal salutation of " Saga bona Inkoi," 
he would seat himself on the ground close to the door, and prooeed 
to deliver his errand, which was sure to be a request for some trifle 
or other, of which his Majesty stood in need,^^ little coffee, or sugar, 
or tobacco, or a bit of calico, or an old shirt. On one occasion the 
chief wanted a box in which to keep his money, of which he had a 
good store, partly accumulated by the sole of cows and produce ; but 
mainly collected from his subjects in the shape of tribute. In return 
fhr these favours we oocaaionally received a jar of honey; and after 
harvcst-tirae sundry pots of utshaaia, a iermented liquor, made from 
the grain of the amabak,' or Kafir corn, of a light chocolate colour, 
sharp, yet pleasant to the taste, and very wholesome. The brewing 

• Though I li8« eUewhcre given (hensniBOf "miUM" lolhla g' fr ooin. I un 1)t 
hit I am ri^bt In ao dnine- ; !la ink u tmj Bmoll, n 
ie«d mora ItuA u^Uunf cIh. 
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of this beer, which takes place as sood as the crop it 
celebrated with a ^at feast, at which there is an extra quantity of 
singing and dancing, such ae 1 have already doEcribed. and a little 
intoxication; though in this last respect the Kafir, to do bim justice 
is still tat behind the white colooiBt ;— if he remain long so, it will not 
be, alas ! for want of esamplo. 

ZingoUi sometimes paid us the compliment of a visit in prqprii 
persons, laying alt ceremony a^ide, and dropping in, in a friendlj 
way, generally aboat dinner-time. He prided liimBpIf on his know- 
ledge of European habits, and would not only sit at tabic, and handle 
his knife and fork like a Christian, but really appeared at his e 
while doing it. He gave as many a pressing invitation to hia kraal) 
bat the report which onr man gave of the road thither 
unfavourable, that it was long before we summoned courage to try 
it; at length, however, partly becaose we feared offending hit 
Majesty, and partly tempted by the prospect of a day's fishing in the 
Illova, we resolved to accompliBh the journey. The distajice w 
five miles, — hut such miles ; up and down perpendicular bills, acroM 
marshy tleU filled with a thick forest of crackling reeds, i 
loose Btonea that slipped from beneath the feet, or against which, 
hidden in the long gross, the unwary pedestrian struck with a force 
tliat shook his whole frame, and perhaps threw him head foremost to 
the ground ! The last descent was nothing but a series of stumble^ 
some of which might well have produced worse results than the hurst 
of laughter which invariably followed them. We reached the 
bottom, however, without any untoward accident, and were well 
rewarded by the lovely scene that awaited ua 

At our feet flowed the crystal stream of the Illova, its waters 
sparkling when thpy caught the rays of the aun, hut elsewhere dark 
with the reflection of the wooded heights (hot hemmed the ii 
gorge into which we had dived. Between the hank and the foot of 
the precipice, nestled in among clumps of scrubby hut picturesque 
underwood, was the kraal of our host, who gave ua a right royal 
welcome, and quartei'ed us in one of his beat and cleanest huta. 
need not describe the feast, which conaiated of beef, Kafir com, 
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FISHING IN tax ILLOVA. 

the girli tra perfect models of ifiumetry, graceM, light, tnd fl 
carriage ; but work floon telh upon tbem. As to their cbaract«ra nnl 
liabiu it ia the moat painful view of the whole Kafir Bubject, and miy 
u well be passed over in siieuce. 

We stayed two nights in the glen, and had a moat suocesa^ d^ 
whipping in th« lUova, catching two or three stone of fi«h, which, ^ 
wc had brought salt with us, we were able to preserve for future c< 
sumption, I suppose the hugest ma; have weighed about thw 
pouuda. but we lost several much larger, (what fishennan ever w 
out without hooking and losing some monster of fabulous siee P), t 
with a net I have little doubt wo might have filled a cart. As j| 
was. we had quite enough to make the ascent of the first hill,a Hero 
lean labour ; and hod not oar kind host sent a Kafir to relieve us a4 
the burden, we might have stuck midway to this very hour- 

As &r as 1 saw of Zingolli's government he seemed to hold » 
gentle sway over bis subjects, and to be in high favour amongst thei^ 
I have generally observed that the Kafirs throughout Natal a 
attached to their chiefs (one of the best reasons, by the by, for d 
away with the system altogether). My doctor. Jack, owed allegiaaM 
to one Goza, whom he was always extolling to the skiea, but wh«n % 
asked him why he respected him so much, his reply waA, " Wow I Qoflf 
greatjgeutlemani like Mister Fyvio ; he got three horsea." Divert tl 
tribute money &om the chief's pocket to the public treasury ; 
them poor, and their power ceases at once. 

I have oft^n apoken of the difficulties which the farmer fi»da it 
dealiag with hii native labourers ; but I have omitted one, which i* 
the cauBO of much annoyance, At the end of the month the KsSi 
expects his five shillings, and of course he generally gets it to the dayt 
Sometimes, however, it happens that there is no silver on the tarsi, 
and then Kane such scene ae this takes place. Boy enters the holi 
and aaks for his wages. The master, after convincing himself that 
five shillings cannot be collected among all the hands on the place, 
makes shift to explain the matter to Boy, who either does n 
will not onderataud. " He must be off to his kraal, and want* tha 
Koaey." 
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" But I have no chao^ ; if you ^rill 'Wait till bo and so retnmi 
from the hey, yoa Bhall be paid." 

Boj sits down in the comer of the hut, and ruminates for an horn 
or two, QDil then gives it as his opinion that it ia quite impossible that 
an Inkos Inkuki (great chief) like the Baas, shoiild have no money. 
To reassure him on this point, master shows him a sovereigTi, and 
explains (as well na he can) that it contains four times the value of 
his wages ; but that he cannot tnm it into shillings at a moment's 
notice. It is all in vain : Boy sits down again, snllcy, end uncon- 
vinced, and seems likely to become a fixture in the hut ; so he is at 
length kicked out, and probably starts off at once to his kraal, and 
tells how the Englishman cheated him out of his wages. 

I did know one really good Kafir servant, and I must chronicle 
him. Ho was not a Zulu, but a frontier Gaika, and had lived with 
his master, a fanner in the Sovereignty, for many years. So devoted 
yraa he that he turned his talent of lying, a talent which these fellows 
excel in, to his master's service. I called there one day with the in- 
tention of buying a trek ox, and the farmer not being at home, his 
native servant, who spoke Enghsh fluently, took me to look at the 
herd. I fixed my eyes on a fine grey steer. 

" Has he ever been broken to the yoke ?" I enquired of my sable 
conductor. 

" Yes," replied he : " he has trekked har op acht, in the young 
span every day." 

The animal had never had a yoke on his neck, and I knew it; but 
such an instance of zeal for anotlier's interest, on the part of a native, 
was worth a dozen oxen, and I could not find in my heart to be angi-y 
with him. " Like master, lite man," says the proverb, so I took the 
hint, and went elsewhert for my purchase. 

The Zulus are not generally handy about horses. Mount thom, 
and they will ride anywhere; but woe betide the poor animal 
entrusted to their care. Klaas, our groom at Balcony House, was an 
exception to this rule. The boy delighted in horses, and was a natural 
jockey ; and I verily believe, with a Uttle training, would have made 
ssful debUt in an English stable. His groat delight was to go 
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oat In KWraii of atray iteeds, when ho would take a ijiiwt gilhf 
before bringing them back. The cimniDg fellow olnaj^ knew wbec 
to pitch opon each particular borac ; but he knew also how ta EnkuH 
hii servicuB hj makiug the tusk uppeor more difficult than it Roll; 
vaa. Schutkraol wbb a continued source of rcvenuo to him. TheoU 
horse had DO idea of confining himself to the Maritzburg rlei, hatiii{ 
a nUnral instinct for smelling out the beat pasturage within ten milti 
of the cily. I'he coneequcnco viae tliat he was seldom fortbcomiiig 
when wanted, and Klaoa was desputched in Hcorch. AAcr some houn 
he would come back with the news that Schutkrool was nowhere to 
be found. This would elicit the offer of a shilling as an encourage- 
ment, which generally hod the desired effect ; but, on one occasion, iLa 
rogue kept me in Buspensc fur a Ibrtuight, tiil at length, in despaij; ) 
rose the offer to a crown. That evening Schntkroal was in the stalj 

E 's remaining servant was " Bilji," or " little bit ;" so caUe^ 

presume, on the principle of lucm, d n6n lucendn, as ho was a glganl 
copper-coloured animal, but cheerful withal, and one who loved a dl 
joke ia his way. During a severe illness wluth I bad towards U 
end of my stay in Natal, Bitji performed many of the offices of a bii 
Dune, and the quiet tread of his naked feet was grateful to my exoitc 
nerves, as he moved about my little chamber. He had no idea, 
ever, of paying all these delicate attentions for nothing, and had 
on his reward; which was no other than an antique shooting-jact 
which was certainly no longer respootablu for a decent citizen, a 
which Bitji thought might be transferred to him, without any gn 
loss on my part. Now it so happens that I have an affection for an i 
jacket, faded and worn though it be, and that I bad destined this a 
in particular, for my expeditions with the casttng-uet, and had cut 
the buttons that they might not catch in the nicsbes ; and, finall* 
tlut I had another present in view for friend Bitji which, for reasons 
of my own, I reserved to a future period. But my 
easily put off; he had set his heart upon the jacket, and the jacket ha 
would Lave. Morning, noon, and evening, in the park 
passage, on the stotp, wherever he met me, I was always accosted 
with the very same words : — " Mina sil/vnza fjmlangu hyna sick 
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nika Eafula haatje !" which compound of Dutch, English, and Zulu 
means — " I worked for white man when he was very sick ; give the 
Kafir the jacket" I need scarcely add that his importunity succeeded. 

In temper I should he rather inclined to cull the Zulu phlegmatic 
than choleric ; yet I have known Heveial instances in which he has 
obeyed the sndden impalBO of pasbiion. I have known him, when 
struck, and hut ahghtly, by his master, for same lault, awte his 
assegai, (which as a niie he nhould necer he permitted taken in service 
to Tetain), and hurl it at the striker ; fortunately he missed his aim, 
and before he could spring beyond its reach the long lash of the 
wagon-whip was playing about his legs with an effect that boou 
brought him to the ground whining for mercy. On another occasion, 

L , the landlord at Uys' Dooms, being rcqaested by a neighbouring 

fanner to send forward a young bull which the latter had just 
purchased, rode over to a kraal with a yiew of engaging a Kafir for 
tho purpose. It was just at the time that the Zulu expedition waa on 
foot, and thero was a meeting of young warriors at the kraal who, on 

L 'b arrival, surrounded him, brandishing their newly-sharpened 

weapons, dancing, shouting, and gesticulatiiig with a vehemence that 
was almost alarmiog. 

At last, the point of an assegai grazing his cheek, he began really 
to doubt their intentions, and, on the impulse of the moment, seized 
the offending weapon by the shaft. The owner immediately snatched 
it away with an exclamation of anger, and in so doing drew the 

blade tlu'ough L 'shand, inflietinga severe and painful wound. I 

believe ttey wore sorry or frightened at what they had dono, and offered 
ail the remedies in their power ; but the fact is they are like children 
with edge tools, and should be very sparingly allowed to use theia. 

Perhaps half the misunderstandings which arise between the 
Zulu and tho colonist may be traced to their mutual ignorance of 
each other's language. The magnitude of this evil has been felt 
nearer home ; and it would be well if means could be taken for 
obviating it, by compelling the rising generation to speak EngUsh, 
which they readily learn to do, and letting the Zulu gradually fall 
into disuse, till, like the Hottentot tongue, it becomes obsolete and 
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Bvt till math a plan can be cBrried ouf , aad it r-aimA^ M 
long n ohieftaiiubip taSste, there is no tTcnse tar tba alnaat tsbl 
JgnoTMioe of the Ztila language, and tbe indificreDce ea lo •oqnirini 
it exhibited hj the moof otherwise intelligent eB^nDta. Now (bl 
it is redoced to writing, and that through the mediain of tlie pq 
•I well u in cheap and usefiii Tocabut tries, every &ci)ity is oS 
to the atadent; ■ veiy little pcrseTeronce would enable any en 
ordiiuuy capDoity to moater it. 

Though a poor it is not an nngniceflil Isngna^ ; in sonnd it k 
ttmei reminds one of the Spantsli, and were it not for the indeacribaljlt 
clicks and the frequent recarrcnce of gutturals, it would be really mel- 
liflnouB. Its chief pccaliori ties arc tbe common prefix of », or hUu, ta 
all infinitivea, and the great majority of nouns ; tbe fortnatiDn ofdU ' 
^nilive by the prefix of w. i/, or h \ of the dative and oWative by thv 
addition of eni at ini ; and of the plural number again by o 
prefixed. For example, inhlu, a bouse ; benhlu, of a. house ; enhlumi, \ 
to, or in a house ; idnhlu, houses. The initial letters of words, and 
Mmetimes the tcrmiimla also are changed for the soke of enptiony, 
which here means alliteration, to an almost endless vi 
pronoun ako, tliy, has not leas than eight of these variations — m)Ao, 
hako, lakti, «!ako,;iako, nako, zako, anAkwako. As a set-off against this 
torrent of k'l, I will only mention the Zulu " good night," lain ataUc, 
which recalls the cushla mnchree of the Irish, and the very Bound 
of which is enough to ensure "pleasant dreams and elumberB light." 

As might be expected, the chief strength of the language lies in 
the multiplicity of terms belonging to cattle; they are almost iiina- 
merable ; not only every colour, but every possible manner in which 
any two colours may be found united in the some animal, iiaving^ a 
distinct word to express it. In pronunciation the vowels are, with 
tew exceptions, broad and fall, and are independent of the surround- 
ing consonants. 

Tbe natives generally express themselves very plainly, and make 
little use of metaphors, or otlier rhetorical ornaments, yet instances of 
almost poetical language are occasionally met with, sufficient to afford 
additional proof, if it were needed, of the close connection that sub- 
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is between the most refined and studied form of oratoty, and tlie 
natural corre«t expression of tlie untutored mindl 

" Those rales el old diacoTored, not devised. 



In Panda's verbal despatches, whether to the Lieutenant^GoTernor 
or to other Kafir chiefs, these flights of eloquence frequently occur, 
CBpeciaily when his majesty is in a complaining or threatening mood. 
Thus in a message to the late Mr. West, soon after the arrival of the 
latter, begging that his Annt Mawa, who had taken refuge in Natal, 
should be delivEred into his power, and complaining of the non-ful- 
£l!ment ofpromiscB which had been mode him on this subject, he 
Bays : " He (Panda) went to Major Smith, and found him a, rock." 
And, again, " The feet of the messengers demanding redress and 
restoration, are worn out in Tain, — no redress has been giveQ." At 
another tine Panda tells Langulabele, a petty chief, who had also 
thrown himself on oar protection, that " he must plait for himself a 
rope that will raise hira from the earth to aToid his vengeance ; hut 
that as long as he reinsins on its surface he cannot avoid it. He 
might think of assistance from the frogs (the English), but that this 
hope was also a vain one, as he would find to liis cost." And to 
Futile, another object of his displeasure : " My great men only have 
gone to avenge themselves as yet; when I go I shall leave ail vhiten- 
iitg." Among Kafir accomplishments I must not forget to mention, 
that of being excellent mimics. In conversation they make plen- 
tiful use of gesture and action to illustrate their meaning, and in 
describing what they have witnessed they will represent each of the 
difibrent characters that figured in it by some peculiarity of carriage, 
gait, or general appearance, caricatured indeed, yet so to the life as 
to be unmistakable. " Who was that passing np the stieet ?" 1 
asked one morning of Crapw.an independent intelligent lad (the two 
r when applied to Zulus), whom my 
B his valet. For answer Crapai 
i manner of an uuctioneer'B hammer, and in a 
tone which no dweUer in Marituhurg coidd have fulled to recognize, 
■' Going for three and sixpence ! No advance — gone." No 
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friend C. Fyvie liad lately engaged ai 

raised his arm, after ti 
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down in an Eogliah puitomime could have done it better t iniMi 
there are some of these fellone who, U imported, would, wi&Mit 
much teaching, tDokc the fortune of a. London theatre. 

It may bo caiilj mpposcd that this tolcot would be turned to 
ample aocoont bjakcot of young Englishmen, living in the same 
house, and aametimei rather put to it to find vent for their exuberant 
■pirits. It IB a bod plan to jest with q Kafir i he ought to be kept it 
a respectful distance, and taught to know his place. But what then ? 
Fun muHt bo had— coute qui eoute. As the eldeat in our little party 
at Balcony House (a quaint reason by-thc-by) tlic sfat at the botton ■ 
of the fab^tTAufe, with its questionable honours and arduous dutielf I 
had been assigned me. Being a near-sighted man, I discharged i 
task, which generally conaiatcd in tho dismi'inbcnnent of a couple- 
tongh ducks (nothing is tender in Natal], in a manner peculiarly a 
own, but which, from habit, I had long ceased to regard us aiiigu]j 
Our bead waiter. Jack, it Bcemswasof a different opimon; for,)iearii 
on immoderate burst of laughter proceed one morning &om tbe pi 
lour, and naturally wishing to ahure in the entertainment, thooj 
without any suspicion of the cause, I entered, and discovered I 
gentleman sealed gravelj at the table before a large and enlighteBl 
audience, the carving knife and fork in liis bands, and an imagina 
duck before him, on which, with head on one side, and very a 
depressed, and eyes turned all manner of ways, he was pcrfom 
sundry fantastic operations, by whith the wretch intended tore 

. I cut him short by a sound box on the ear, whereupon he ejae 

lated "Wow !" and fled to his own regions, stopping for a moment at t] 
door to show his face distended with a grin of incorrigible impudene 

But Toy limits warn me that 1 con no longer delay to ( 
on a subject which I would fain escape altogether, for I can say 
nothing that is satisfactory or encouraging, — I mean the capabili- 
ties of tlie Zulu to receive permanent religious impressions, an 
the degree of success that may be reasonably eapected to atteni 
the efforts of those who devote themselTes to his conversion. It is a 
pleasant task to damp the ardent hopes of zealous and enthnsiasl3< 
Bpiiits, or to cast the chill of discouragement upon the n 
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active and untiring benevolence, ever seeking new objects for its 
attention, new spherea far its esercise and development ; but it ia to 
prevent these hopes from meeting with a laf e and bitt«r diaappoint- 
ment,— to guard this benevolence against misapplication or imposition, 
against wasting itself in froitiess endeavours, and sotnotimos even 
producing positive evil where most it wished to do good,^ — -that the 
trath must be barod of aU excrescencB, and pnt in its storn siraplicity 
before the public eye. 

Speaking, then, irom my own experience, and still more from the 
unbiassed opinions of those who have had for more opportunities than 
I have had of looking closely into this matter in all its bearings, I 
should unhesitatingly affirm the conversion of the Kafir, under any 
circumstanccB, to be next to an impossibility,— under the Missionary 
system, as it at present exists, utterly impossible. 

Of Natural Eehgion, after much enquiry and some personal 
observation, I have never been able to discover more than the very 
faintest trace among the benighted people— so faint, indeed, that it 
needed a keen eye to detect it at aU. Some few ceremonies they have 
in which ingenious minds have discovered a fancied resemblance to 
portions of the Mosaic inatitutjons, and upon which they have tried 
very bard to build something like a tangible theory ; but the founda- 
tion has proved too slender even for so unsubstantial an edifice. Of 
the religion which the French call cuHe,— of worship of any kind, 
whether in the form of idolatry oi the acknowledgment of an Unseen 
Power — that is, of a raerciiul and beneficent Power^they have 
literally none. They pay respect fo the manes of their chiefs, who, 
though dead, seem still to inspire them with a certain degree of fear ; 
and they asoribeevery event which passes their limited comprehension 
to the influence of magic. Hence they ore the prey to designing 
conjurors, medicino-men, and false prophets, who load them completely 
by the nose, and turn their superstition to the accomplishment of 
their own vile ends; hence, too, the present executions for supposed 
witchcraft, the horrible torture of the ant-heap, which I mentioned ia 
an early chapter, and many other barbai'ilica too hideous to relate. 
^Sut all these difiicultica might easily be overcome ; indeed, the 
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mind of Uic Kafir being, as for bb rcligiou ii conceiii^, a rasa ttAella, 
it would seem the bettor calculated to receive and retain the great 
doctrinM of Christianity : it is is his natural dlspoaitioD that the 
insurmountable obstacle lies— in his secret heart, which is that of ai 

I irreclaimable uvogc — eullen, erofty, eclllsh, tnoUgniuit, trcachennu. 
His inleilcct laay he cnltivalcd to a certain extent, with considerable 
nieces*. like the parrot, be will readily repeat his lesson — nay, he 
will iniitaic, und naturally assume the tone of voice, the air and 
tnatiner of his teacher; be will read bis Testament, and sin^ paalmt 
translalcd into his language by the indefatigable roisBiouarieB, \ritli 
the true dolorous nosal twang of the conventicle; but in this very 
aptitude lies the great danger i that which is in reality but the clever 
acting of an accomplished mimic is too often taken as the eviden 
B changed heart, and is quoted in support of a system which is 
only inclBci(-nt but radically virong. 

An instance very mneh to the point occurs to me at this momenti J 
which -will illustrate far better than I con explain the nature of thoM 
Bopcrficial results, and the amount of faith nhich should be plaoed is 

A Kafir servant having brought a note one evening to BalcoDy 
House, the loungers on the stoep, according to the bad habit prevailisg 
amongst us, fell into conversotion with him, and soon discovered that 
he had had the benefit of more instruction than usually falls to tbs 
lot of his kind. Needing no encouragement, be chattered away with 
easy familiarity, giving his opinion on various subjects, till at lengtll 
he spoke of reUgion, and thus described his idea of the immort^t; cJ 
the Bonl. " When I die," said he, " umzitnba {the body) hamba (go) 
■o," (pointing to the earth) — " Umoya (the spirit— properly wind) 
Bo," — and folding his hands together, he blew gently through them 
npwards, as sigiiiiying the flight of the immortal part to the realms 
above. Could anything be more beaotifui or moro strikingP Would 
not the veiy recital of such a scene in dear credulous England have 
drawn Icai's from the eyes and money from the purses of listening 
multitudes? Would it not have been received as undoubted proof 
that the Kwlir was not only a man of genius and a poet, but a sim 



Christian? Alas! alas! Boy was simply acting over again what 
his kind master or mistrEsa had so prettily taught him ; and aome 
other parts of his conversation, which did not proceed from so pure a 
source, showed that his raind, like a mirror, reflected all images pre- 
sented t« it with equal fidelity, and retained them, as far as any good 
purpose was coneemed, with a hold equally transient. In short, Boy 
was, morally spealting, a decided scamp. 

There was once a parrot, which lived in a convent, and learned his 
avea and credos, and became ao renowned for his devout character that 
people made pilgrimages from fer and wido to sec and converse with 
Mm. The abbess of a nunnery, of a superior and doubtless moro 
wealthy order, had long set her eyes on this paragon of birds, and 
after many a fruitleas negociation, became at leng-th the happy 
purchaser, at an nntold sum. So one fine morning, Poll was brought 
down to the convent-gate, and eonsigacd, amid tears and lamentations, 
to the hands of a lay brother, who was charged, under pain of all 
sorts of penalties, to convey him by the conal-hoat safe to his destina- 
tion. Poll's last word, as he parted from his old friends, was 
" Benedicite." But on the canal-hoat the company was not quit* so 
select ; and before the exemplary bird had been there an hour he had 
begun to learn a new language, of a very different style to that which 
ho had hitherto known, bat which, under the auspices of an old 
bargeman, a travelling musician, and one or two other passengers of 
ambiguous character, he acquired so rapidly, that long before the end 
of his journey he was master of a complete vocabulary. 

Arrived at his new abode, ho was received with rapture; but what 
was the astonishment of the assembled sisters when PoU, perching 
upon the back of a chair, lifted his right claw to his beak, and with a 
knowing look, asked the abbess (in German — for it was in Germany 
this took place) whether her motlier knew she was out! Tho effect 
may be imagined : but when thin was followed by something more 
decidedly profane, and flnully by a perfect torrent of what in England 
would be termed " Billingsgate," they decided that tho bird was 
bewitched, and had recourse to exorcism and holy water. It was all 
in vain ; poor Poll returned, indeed, occasionally to his ancient role. 
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wliich he nutained nith becoming gratitj &nd deconun ; bnt the 
lenoD of the coiik] was never effuDed, and one or the other yrsa 
eqiullj' likely to be uppermost in hiB throut. So he feU into disgnee, 
•ad was tooa ignominiouslj eipcltcd the convent. 

Now, the Kafir only differs from the parrot in that he has the tart 
to adapt his conduct and convcnalioa to the circonurtances and the 
people among which he finds himself ; and therefore seldom falU into i 
aimiiur scrape, otherwise the rcsemblanco holds good in every paiti- 
enlnr. In short, nothing is easier than to make him a canting hypocrite 
— nothing more diffionit than to make him a sincere Christian. Indeed, 
the very first and the most prominent effect of missioaarj teaching upoii 
him is to raise his self-conceit, of which he DatnraUy has a fair allow- 
ance, toa heightatwhichit i« nlmoet nuondnrable. How far removed 
&x»m the humility and diffidence which ahould attend the faintest 
dawn of Divine truth upon the sou] ! 

1 shall never forget my disgust when, having off-Boddled one 
broiling day, after a ride of abont twenty or thirty milee, at a lai^ 
missionarf establishment, and having grierously committed myself 
by reqnesting a draught of titshiiala, I was incontinently set upon by 
one of these hopeful converts, who was dotennined not to lose the 
opportunity of displaying his superior attainments. There 
Apollo to preserve me, and the fellow earned his right of boring by a 
pot of amoas, which, he informed me, was much better than iifshitala, 
and would not make my head go bo (suiting the action to the word). 
Everything, according to his creed, was " ai muschla," or not good. It 
was " ai miischla" to drink beer, toemoke, to sing about cows, to go 
aaked, to have more than one wife ; — but it was good to sing psalms i 
and, bringing a hymn-book out of his pocket, for he wore shirt and 
trowsers, he forthwith gave me an opportunity of judging of his pro- 
ficiency in sacred music. I must candidly confess that I hare hoard 
quite as bad singing in an English pariah church. Ho showed me 
his wife's Testament, too, in which her name was written, as ho 
affirmed, by herself; if so, she might give a lesson to many a young 
lady of my acquaintance in penmanship. But what displeased me 
■was the fellow's manner, which said, as clearly as words could have 
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done, ttat tts far us religion went, ho was perfectly indifferent [ bnt, 
on the one hand, he had the sense to see that, hy falling in with, the 
miasionary'a notions, he got better treatment, and was altogether ihe 
gainer in worldly wealth ; and on the other, hia vanity was tickled 
with the idea of being raised to a superiority over hia fellows, and 
placed on an equaUty with the white man, an idea which he had 
imbibed to some purpose ; for when I asked him whether he woold 
accompnny me to England, he hesitated a minute or two, and then 
made me the following- modest proposal : — That if I would take him, 
and his wife, feed and clothe them, and give them £4 a month, he 
would consent ! 

The Church, indeed, poBscases, in the authoidly with which she is 
invested, in her immediate connection with the secular power, and 
more than all, in her excellent doctrine of silent obedience and sub- 
mission, a powerful antidote against the evils to which I have alluded : 
and far be it irom me to deny that her efforts may be attended with 
a blessing which can scarcely be expected to follow those of unauflio- 
rined and nnordained preachers i but I much fear that even her 
teaching would be thrown away upon the fall-grown savage, whether 
male or female. It is upon a new generation that her hopes must be 
built, and upon which all her exertions should be concentrated. With 
the children, if completely isolated from the rest of their kind, and 
brought up from their tenderest years under sound religious training, 
strict discipline, and carefully regulated instruction, something may 
be done ; at all events, the experiment is well worth the trial, and in 
Bucli hands, cannot lead to harm. A habit of docile humble submission 
once established in their minds, the way would be laid open for the 
inculcation of the doctrines with which such a disposition can alone 
accord. 

In all this, I would not be understood to imply a single word which 
might be construed into an attack upon the dissenting missionaries 
now settled in Natal. I have every reason to believe them earnest, 
indeiatigablo, self-denying labourers. If they have failed in accom- 
plishing much, actual good, it has been the fault of the system which, 
a members of different societies, they are compelled to adopt — not of 
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Uf mat or emJ in themielTo*. With the ifatem alone, then£)ce, ii 
Wy quuTcL To teach the Knfin (o rend and write, to distribntc 
tbovennils of Bibles amongst them — this is a mere seeondeiy point i 
indeed, it may be questioned whether the Bible itself, withont lie 
aolhoriCy of the Church to g:uide and direct tJie reader, would not be 
the meaiiB of confusing rathtr than cnlightcaing the mindB of theae 
benighted jicople. 
I Becauijc a Kafir wears trouserB, drinka no utihuala, has but one 

I wife, reads his Bible, aud on^uoB pkuaibly and cleverly on religiooa 
topics — because he subscribes for the erection of chapels and schools — 
nay, because he is invested with the office of deaeou or elder, it doee 
Dot necessarily follow that he is a Christian. Ho may be, and has 
been all this, and yet remains, to all intents and purposes, an uncon- 
verted heathen. Sound discipline must bethebasisof couTorsion, and 
that cannot bo attained under the present Bysteni. 

If the GoTermnent will work cordially with the Chorch, great 
results may follow, otherwise we shall find that " the dog will retnni 
to his vomit," and the apostate disciple prove worse than the natural 
uncultivated savage. 

Horace tells us something about driving out nature with a pitch- 
fork { and the warning of an earlier poet against pet mena^rics is bo 
remarkably appropriate, that I cannot better conclude this chapter 
than by transcribing it. For the sake of my fair readers I hava 
clothed it in an English garb ; the scholar will excuse the paltry 
attempt,— it is not intended for him : — 



ataOn, and mild, mid tame : 
The oWlflwn'i plajfcUow-the o 
on would tbc; JD th^Ir nrm^ 
Uke to B, nursling balie, 
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For on the slaughtered flock * 

Making forbidden feast, ■^. , 

He 'with its bloody fragments strewed the floor, 

And stained the house with gore,^ 

An ill requital for their fostering care ;— 

Too late the inmates found 

A mighty pest revealed, 

A grief they could not shun, 

A many-kiUing curse ; 

As if 'v^tb foul intent, 

By evil spirit sent, 

Destruction's minister had come. 

And they been doomed to nurse 

The destined siwiler of their peaceftil home.* 

« 

* JEsohylus Agamemnon : iBpe^€V 96 Xiovra* ic.r.A, 
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DuBiNO the illnesB nhich I incidcatall; racctioncd in the lai 
chapter, Bitje was not my only nurse. A week or two prcTiotialy 
had been agreeably Burprist'd by the sudden appearance of Barklej 
who came in, true " Smous" fashion, with a string of young horses n 
cattle,— the former from the renowned Hantam district, in the i 
colony i the latter from the Sorereignty, where he had disposed of 1 
wagon, and much of its now useless contents. He had slipped acr 
the frontier just hctbre it became impaesabLe, and had had a tedi< 
and solitary, but not disastrous journey. 

His companion hod changed his plouglisharc into a sword, a 
had already figured iu more than one despatch ; but the two friei 
had agreed to meet at Algoa Bay, and proceed home together. I y 
homoward-boo&d myself, and though I had not contemplated 
immediate departure, waa easily persuaded to hurry my preparatioi 
and secure tliat best antidote to the tedium of a yoyuge, tho co 
panionahip of kind and pleaaont iriends. 

1 was yet confined to my room when this resolution was taken 

andsoreducedbyillness, tbat on the removal of our host, E , wifl] 

all his establishment from Balcony House to Verandah Lodge, 
and handsome building, which the increase of his business hadenabled 
him to venture upon, I waa oarried, helpless as a child, upon Barfcley'i 
^^onlders, and deposited in the pretty little chamber allotted to 
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our new abode, which, but for his atoat arm and kind hesrt, I scarcelf 
know how I should liave reached. 

Itccoverj, however, wheii once begun, ia aBtonishingly rapid in 
this delightftd climate, and witlxin a week after my removal, I was 
galloping over the vtei on one of the newly-imported steeds, and 
longing for a stiff fence to try hig mettle and my own. A few days 
more, and all was ready for a start. Natal horses, saddles, and all 
kinds of movables and immovablea — strictly colonial — were sold 
and, notwithstanding the press of time, without loss; parting visits 
were paid ; letters, and parcels, and messages entrusted to onr care ; 
horns, skins, and Eafir ornaments were collected for onr cnriosity- 
loving friends at home ; and, best thing of all, the poiniiil process of 
packing was completed. 

It was on the first of April, — a year ago (his very day that I am 
writing it,— somewhere abont seven in the morning, that I turned 
round iu the saddlo to wave & last (?) adieu to the familiar forms upon 
the sloep of Verandah Lodge, whence many an expression of good 
will and kind regard followed mc on my way. " Come hack again," 
cried one, " with a wife and a fortune ! " " Stay at home, if yoa are 
wise," cried a second. " Don't forget to write," said several voices 
at once ; and their echo was in my car long after I hod cleared the 
town, and was fiiirly out on the open country. 

People may rail at the world, and talk of its coldness, and tha 
want of kindred spiilts and true sympathy. I believe the deficiency 
to be in themselves ; and that if they could shake off their own icy 
wrappers, and meet their fellows with a warm and natural grasp, 
they would find few hearts or hands that would not thaw to the 
touch— few natures that would not respond to the invitation — very 
few that would not repay the effort. For iny own part, I have 
seldom made a sojourn iu any place (and my espericnco has been 
pretty extensive) where I have not left at parting quite enough of 
kindly feeling — call it regard or affection, or tlio mere result of 
familiar intercourse— to cause a vacuum in some comer of the heart, 
which has been none the lighter for the loss. Indeed, as on this 
morning the empty coraer has been filled up with regrets ' 
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bctionB, and diitnutAil anticipatioiif, which weigh ronch heavier, 
■nd do not nt to easy. 

Natal, too, u if in syinpitthy, was patting on her autumn dien 
a^n ; and she looks neither cheerful nor prct^ in it Ilcrs is not 
the gijrgDons lirerj' of the October forest : — 

The " tiiight Iwu roddenlng ett Oitj Aill," 

or that of the jrellow bedgc-royrs stripping off their fitdcd apparel, 
and hanging the rahj berries on their bare but graceful brancUeti. 
TbB rank grasa, bent with the weight of its own ripe seeds, its ver- 
dure and freshness gone as though pestilence-stricken in the hei^it 
of ita luxuriance; or the blnck ashes, that showed where earthly flres 
have been doing the Eun'a work more completely and expeditionaly, — 
these do Dot combine to form an exhilarating picture ; and had I been 
ftlone, 1 should probably have had to recall this — my lost ride — with 
much less pleasure than any I had taken in the colony. A lively 
comrade, however, is a sure remedy against blue devils, trom what- 
ever cause they may arise; and the young emigrant who rode by my 
nde was too fall of cheerfulness and animation for dullness to exist 
long in his company. VVc slept that night at Klip Spruit, where the 
kind host insisted on giving up his bed for my accommodatioD, aad 
the next evening, after a long hut uot tedious ride through the most 
beautiful forest scenery I had yet met with in Africa, found oorselvea 
in the brood vlei that stretches up &om tlic sea between the Berea 
and the wooded high land terminating in the Bluff, whose bold 
outline stood out right before us, keeping quiet watch over the 
narrow entrance-gate of the colony. 

I had never been in Dlirban since my first arrival, and was able 
to appreciate the rapid strides it had made ia a period of scarcely 
seven months. Houses had sprung up in all directions. Brick and 
mortar was in many instances auperacding wattlu-and-^lab ; and large 
warehouses and stores were beginning to give a more substttntial and 
business-like appearance to this quaintest of cities, I could not help 
Buspceting that the credit of some of the proprietors rested on a 
foundation httle more secure than tlio sand on which their ambitious 
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strnptnrcs were raised, and into wliioh, or into a gulf equally 
profound, their over-bold speenlationB were but too likely to plunge 
them. 

There was quite a show of shipping in tie bay, but we had no 
eyes for any but the brigantine Hannah, which lay nearest the 
outlet of the harbour, ready to slip away with the firat breath of 
westerly wind ; for it was in her tliat we hod taken our passage to 
Cape Town. She was to call at Algoa Bay en route, and expected to 
make the voyage in eight or ten days. Her captain was well known 
to us personally as well as by reputation, both for good seamanship, 
and other agreeable qualities, and our disappointment was very great 
on finding that he had for this trip entrusted the command to bis first 
mate, and Uiat we should lose alike the pleasure of his company and 
the certainty of good management in every particular which his 
presence on board would have ensured u8. This was but the begin- 
ning of our misfortunes. As I have already hinted— to take a ship 
out of tho harbour, a westerly wind is absolutely necessary ; while 
from the moment that she is in open sea, the fairwind for Cape Town 
ninat come from an exactly opposite quarter. Owing to this circum- 
stance, and tho want of a steam-tug, wliich would atoncc remedy tho 
evil, ships are often detained for days, and even weeks, in tho 
harbour [ and when at length they have crossed the bar, they have to 
contend for many days against a head wind, and one, too, which in 
the winter season, is almost always a gale. It was on the 4th of 
April, that a strong westerly breeze having suddenly sprung up, the 
passengers for the Hannah were hurried frantically on board, ' 
urged by tho repeated maxim, that " time and tide wait for no man," 
and the warning that there would bo another sHft of wind within 
twenty-four hours. 

Tlie shore-going friends have taken a parting glass in tho cabin, 
and dropped one by one over the side ; the aea-going have gazed on 
one another as if calculating tho chances of pleasnre or the reverse to 
bo derived from each other's society ; berths havo been inspected and 
arranged, and all are eager for a start. The pilot boat has gone 
ibrward to examine the bar, and we only wait its return. Alas 1 
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after ta boor'n ansioni expectntian, the report renchea ns tl»t ttv ' 

muf U too bcarj U> make the attempt to-night, and that we mnBt 

wait the next ttilc. The following momiog we are rocking lazi^ at i 

auuhor, while a stt-ad}- easterly brcexe, to which, if outside, we night 

■preod overj rag of canraa, played away over our loose n 

Qsulcu rigging. 

A fair scene b the harbour of Nutat : hut lovelier prospectB might 
-weQ become distasteful to the most devoted admirer of Natnn^ 
beauties, under cireumstanoeB of such tantoliziiig delay. Norv 
temper improved by the conatant arrival, during this and the folio wing' 
day, of TOUceMive boat-loads of nignr, which we Bhrewdly suspected, 
had more to do with our disappointment of the previous night than 
the violenco of the surf or any other alleged cause of detention. TfaoM i 
of the passengers who had homes or Mends at D'Urbitn left the shi^ 
at once, determined not to be lured back by any false alarm, while fta 
restofus passed an amphibious kind of existence, half on shore and 
half on board, and endored it with what patience we could muster. 

Some UdiouB hours we whiled away witli rod and line at tie 
foot of theblufij where tlie breakersdash among the jog'gcd rocks and 
the fragments of the Minerva he scattered along the hcach. The fish 
were of indescribable shapes and of all the colours of the rainbowi' 
and we rarely caught two of the same epecics. Those of the perch kind 
were especially beautiful and delicious eating- Sometimes we would 
row up the bay, and, landing on one of the blands, feast on the wild* 
plum or iiTntuHiffula, a choice and delicate frnit, particularly ex- 
cellent OS a preserve, which grows Imuriantly there. 

Snt if the delay was sufficiently u'ksome to as men, to t 
it was perfect misery. To one of them, indeed, a poor girl it 
Btage of consumption, it was something far more seriona. She hod 
been brought to Natal in the vain hope of benefit to be derived from 
change of air, and she now oniy longed to return home to die. Bitter 
indeed to her was the sickness of " hope deferred," as she felt the 
days of her life drawing rapidly to a, close, and the chance of her ei 
seeing the beloved Cape growing hourly leas and less ! She nei 




The IBdi of April, and still the HttDimh lies raotionleBs in the 
harbour; and not she alone, but four otter veaBels are loaded and 
ready for departure. On the afternoon of that day, tokens of change 
once more appeared ; and Barkley and I, who had been up at the 
Tillago, were advised to lose no time in returning to the ship. As 
the tide was making oat, wc took off onr ehoes and stockings and 
started off by the short cut acroas the a:ig]e of the Bay ■which, at the 
ebb, is perfectly dry, and on which we did not expect more than a 
few inches of water in the present state of the tide. "Wet feet are a 
luxury in Natal; and we did cot connt upon more, but whether that 
in the duakof the evening wc mistook onr point, or whether we had 
not allowed sufficient time for the water to retreat, we had not gone 
far before it flowed first above our kneea, and then up to our waists, 
and we expected it at every step "to win our hats abnne." Some 
fairy influence seemed to be at work in the matter ; for at one moment 
the trees of fie opposite shore wonld seem close at hand, and the next 
there was nothing but " water, water, everywhere." Wo began to 
feel rather ancomfortable, and really it was more by good luck than 
cunning that we at length found ouTBelrea under the Custom-house 



:e except that 
exertions in the tepid element. 

The kind of mirage by which w 
common thing in the Bay and its 
sometimes ludicrous enough ; but had 
a trifie more to the right, we should s 
matfer. 

ir ship, wh( 



e nearly parboiled with onr 

had been deceived is no un- 
Will-o'-the-wisp" tricks are 
re by chance turned our heads 
in havo found it no laughing 
plodded on alongthe sand till we came abreast 
ail was answered by the unwelcome intellig- 
ence that the boat was gone up the Bay to the town. 

CouHtrained to wait on this inhospitable spit of sand, I turned the 
opportunity to acconnt by examining tie works conatmcted by Mr. 
Milne, the engineer employed for the deepening, and, if possible, the 
entire removal of the the bar. This being the shallowest side, ha 
has thrown out a number of small piers, consisting simply of two 
rows of stakes driven deep into the sand, the space between them 
with large stones. By this means the channel is narrowed 
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•Di] the whole tm» of th* atreiuii thrown on the oAcr idde under Ga 
hlulT, whcri' Uic w&lcr is deepest. There is olreodr a decided im- 
proremunt, but to what extent it ran be enrried is yet doubtftl- I 
believe that &om fifteen lA sixteen feet CM now be got m the bat in 
■pring tides. Intent on these obscrvatiorui, I hii.d foi^tten ftU about 
the promised change of weather, when I 'vtbs startled hj Barldey'i 
erclanuLtion : " Here comes the wind." I looked Dp ; a. black ckni 
had suddenly made its appearance on the weBtem horizon ; the sei 
farceEC had saddenly dropped ; there was a sense of stmggle amoRg 
the clementa, a whirling moTcmcnt in the air { and then the sqiull 
hurst out of the west, driving before it a cold piercing rain that did 
Dot materially' add to the comfort of our position. Id three mioutea 
the Bay, which hod been calm as a pool, was lashed into a sheet of 
foam, the waves breaking round the little piers, and suckiiig in the 
saod at our feel in perfect whirlpools. We were now doubly anxiDna 
to get on board, and, returning to the Custom-house, made earnest 
application for a boat, bnt were informed that the attempt to board 
the ship would be hazardous in the estrcme. Just then we heard a 
rushing sound upon the water, and, looking out to sea, anw what 
might be a winged creature dart like a meteor down the bay, castjng 
a white cloud of spray around its glancing course. We shouted; but 
we might as well have hailed a hurricane. Boek we ran at the top 
of oar speed to the spit opposite the Hannah ; but the boat, if boat it 
were, had disappeared. We afterwards found that she had been. 
driven round the point, and upset ; and that the men who, like all 
sailoTB when left to themselves, had teen " carrying on" in spite of 
the squall, had narrowly escaped drowning. For ourBelvea we had 
row no alternative left but to trudge hack to D'Urban ; and, after & 
heavy walk over the sands, we reached Mrs. RusseU's in time for a 
very acceptable cup of tea, and a glass of pontac, which was scarcely 

This time the wind did not fail us as before, hut, when the gale 
ceased, which it did with day-hroak, continued to hang, though but 
lightly, in the same quarter. All were once more on board; the 
owner himself, with a large party of friends, had come to see lus ship 
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safe over the harrier, and aa wo got under weigt rather more expe- 
ditiouBlj, and vitli leas bustle, than y/e expected, our visitors, some- 
what againat their will, were ohliged to hear ns company through the 
most delicate and dangerous hit of navigation which the voyage was 
likely to present. The wind, as I have already observed, waa very 
light, and we were more than once so near to the shore that an active 
man might have leaped from the bulwarks on dry land, and wo were 
only aaved from being atrandod by a prompt di'opping of the anchor i 
hut by dint of very careful handling we at length passed the bar 
without a touch, and, as the wind then became foul, anchored out- 
side, to await a, change. The Dreadnought and Mountain Maid 
followed safely in our wake, but the Visen was not ho fortunate, 
turning broadside on the bar, and coming off with the loaa of both 
her anchors. Our friends meanwhile had returned in the pilot-boat, 
giving us a lusty round of cheers as they shoved off, which we aa 
lustily returned. That day and the nest we rocked heavily at anchor, 
thin which no motion can be conceived more calculated to clear tha 
after-deck, and to reduce would-be naatical gentlemen to their proper 
terrestrial level. 

Of all days in the year it was Good Friday that our voyage 
actually commenced ; and never did voyage more ftiUy confirm the 
idea of ill-luek which sailors attach to any enterprise begun on this 
day. On Eaater-Eve the poor girl hrenthed her last so quietly that 
we conld hardly tell the moment of hor departure. On F.astcr-Day 
we committed her body to tlie deep, with less of ceremony, perhaps, 
hut I trust with not less decorom, or true feeling, than attends such 
an ofRce on shore. The late captain of the Minerva, Mr. Moir, 
read the funoral service, and aa the corpse, in its simple canvas 
wrapper, aunk beneath the clear, calm, greeu sea, I rould not help 
eontraating the present scene with some sights I had witnessed in our 
city churchyards, and feeling that as for as it was allowable to have 
a choice in such matters, this waa the resting-place I should select for 
my mortal part to remain in till the time wbcn earth and sea shall 
alike give up their dead, and the body shall rise again to new life, 
cleansed from the diahonoui's of the grave. 
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On the morning of Iho 23rd we were, by reckoning, abreast gf 
Algoa 1!bj, bnC seeing our consort, the Mountain Maid, tack lo 
eautward, our cnplun concluded that we had Dtermn our point, and 
put the ahip about. Wo did not find out onr mietake till ve liad lotC 
prccioua time, and a breeze that would have token us right into poiti 
An opportunity misBcd is not easily reeovered, as we experienced to 
OUT coct, for Just at ne had «nteied the bay, and had caught a glimpas 
of the lights in Port Elizabeth, and verc congratulating each other 
on the proapect of a BUppcr on shore, a black arch suddenly spanned 
the landward horizon, and, darting from its centre with a roar like 
thunder, the north-west hurricane burst upon us. " Down with the 
helm I hard up." " Hard up, it is ai," shouted the captain. Ueayily 
the schooner swayed round, her musts creaking and groaning with 
the strain, and her whole franie trembling, as if with instinctiTe fear; 
another minute and she was dashing madly forward, while the demos 
of the storm shrieked and howltd above, beneath, and around her, as 
if in furious pursuit. As one by one, with that energy which sailon 
in the mcimcnt of danger BO prominently display, gib, mainsail, and 
foret«p-sail were staved, haukd down, and clewed up, her head rose 
more buoyantly above the threatening surge, her motion became 
lighter and more controUed, and in half an honr's time she had got 
well clear of the land, and lying-to with nothing but her mainstay- 
sails set, was OS snug and secure as any floating creature could be 
that was exposed to that awful tempest. A gale on the south coast 
of Africa is no very rare oecui'reuce, nor'-westers and son'-eostera 
dividing the year pretty equally between them ; and I can speak ot 
ttiis one with the less fear of falling into the suspition of dealing in, 
landsman's exaggeration, since I have the authority of a captain of 
twenty year's experience in (ho coasting trade between Algoa Bay 
and tlie Cape, who assured me that he had never known it to blow 
harder. The next morning we were fifty miles from land, and my 
;, which lies open before me, adds, " gale moderating," " sea 
mountains high." It was not till tho evi'tiing of the 2oth that, under 
happier auspices, we again entered tho bay, and stood in for the 
anchorage. 




Algoa Bay, in common witii most African porta, ia little better 
tlian an open roadstead, exposed to the liill swucp of the Bouth- 
eaaterly gales ; and when tkese prevail, as tiiey do pretty generally 
throughout the summer months, it is hj no means a plGosant place to 
cast anc.lior in. So well is this known to the commercial world, that 
the rate of inenranoe to this port is, with one esception, higher than 
to any other fi^nented by English vessels. Tho wrecks which may 
bo always seen along its surf-girt shore, bear fearful testimony to the 
number of easnalties, which, howeyer, have been somewhat diminished 
by tho erection of a splendid lighthonse, with what is termed a flash- 
ing light, on Cape Eecife, the low point at its ■western extremity, on 
which many a gallant ship has been lost. Another great drawback 
to the Bay ia the surf, which makes landing at all times tronblesome, 
and in rough weather, to inexperienced hands, extremely dangerous. 
To obviate this difficulty a pier was carried out into the smooth water 
beyond; but it was of wood, and an unfortunate ship driving straight 
upon it, it was shattered to pieces. But courage and skill arc gene- 
rally at command where an obstacle of this kind exists, and the 
harbour boats in Algoa Bay are perhaps the finest in the world ; 
certainly a finer crew could not be found. Under their guidance the 
feat is no more tlian shooting a St. Lawrence rapid in one of tho 
regular steamers, The passenger can enjoy the excitement, with little 
risk and no responsibility. As we approached the frothy border, the 
head of tho boat was square un to tho beach; the stroke, always 
regular and even, was increased in power and velocity j a bound like 
tho shy of a well-bred courser, and we appeared to fly into tlie air, 
whence, pausing tho hundredth part of a second, we descended an 
abyss so steep, that as I sat in tho stem sheets, holding on for tho 
bore life, the bow oar nppeared at the bottom of a precipice beneath 
my feet. Another bound ; and, aa the keel touches the sand, out 
spring the hardy crew on either side, and, while some hold fast the 
boat agunst the resorbent influence of the tide, others seize each 
B passenger in their brawny arms, or receive him upon their steady 
shoiilders, and bearing him through tlie creamy foam, deposit him 
safe on dry ground. There is but one thing to complain of iu all 
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this, Uil that U tlio cxtratagonce of the char^. There were five 4^ 
OB, and we paid tcrea shillings and six-pence a-piece ; which, 
udering that the crew might easily make half-a-dozen trips in the 
forenoon, ma; be reckoned pretty considemble pay. But 
no mood to grumble, though quite ready to do justice to an excellent 
breakfast of boiled Ssb and pt-nguin's eggs, among other luirmies, at 
■Waslej's, a very pattern of an hotel, with the additional rccommen- 
dulion of a cupitul billiard- table, and a moat obliging ojid com* 
panionable host. The eggs are procured from an island in the Bay, 

■ where theso remarkable birds have a perfect colony, and where, ua 
tlie night of the storm, the Monntain Maid had 
from being wrecked. So imminent was the danger, that the captain 
had actually secured his papers and other valuables about his 
in momentary expectation of her striking, thinking it impossible that 
she could pass iu safety the narrow channel through which he 
compelled to steer. 

Port Elizabeth is a bustling, thriving place, with no beauty to 
rcfcommend it ; but their is an animation and progressive spirit about 
its inhabitants that must always ensure its prosperity ; and should 
the seat of government be removed to Graham's Town, 
later it must be, will make it the moat important of South African 
cities. I am told tliat there is a homely, hearty tone in the socie^. 
here, which may be sought for in vain either amongst the gay anai 
fashlonablo circles at the Cape, or the less refined settlers at Natalj 
and from what I saw during my short stay, I should be disposed to- 
put the fullest faith in the assertion. 

The town itself is built on the side of a bill , whose summit iSi 
clothed with short gross, like the Brighton downs, and quit« aS' 
windy,— a nice place for a gallop after a day's work in the dust and 
sand below. The aspect of the country is very unpromising, either 
to the agriculturist or the seeker of the picturesque ; nor is there any 
great improvement till you reach Uitenhage, at twenty miles distance, 
well known us a perfect paradiao of lusuriant vegetation. The streets 
are regular and well stoned, and the bouses substantial, and some- 
haudsome. I remember being particularly dia.ippoluted 
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on being told that a. fine building, of chaste and tme ecdcBiaatical 
style, which ought to have been the church, bclong'ed t« a, dissenting 
congregation. The elmrch, otherwise a respectable edifice, was quite 
ttrown in the shade, — emblem of the siiboi-dinate part which tlie 
body it represents has hitherto played in tbe religions afiairs of the 
colony ( a reproach whieli the indefatigable Bishop is now straining 
eveiy nerve to remove. May he meet with the success his zeal and 
singleness of purpose merit ! There is more, eren in a iHjlitical sense, 
involved in the issue of liis labours, — more that is fraught with results 
wliieh must affect governors as well as governed, than statesmen of 
the niaeteendi century have either eyes to perceive or courage to 
confess : so nearly allied aie loyalty and churchman ship, and so iden- 
tical the causes which lead to contempt of temporal and of spiritual 
authorities. 

A remarkable cEemplificatioii of this occurred during our short 
stay. A soi-disant reverend happened to arrive from Graham's Town , 
whence he had been obliged to fly the fury of tlie populace, being 
shrewdly suspected of having had a finger in that most villaiuousiy 
concocted pie— the Hottentot rebellion. It is not necessary for me 
to enter upon the question of the justice of tliese suspicions ; the Bay 
people evidently thought them worthy of belief, sineo he was not only 
burnt in effigy in the streets, and treated to all the honours that are 
usually paid to " Guy Fawkes, the prince of sinisters," but so com- 
jiletely was he tabooed, that the very boatmen refused to carry him 
through the surf, and captains preferred empty berths to so ill- 
omened a passenger. He has since come to England, and has, I 
doubt not, given his own version of the story; but as in these matters 
belief is entirely subservient to inclination, and judgment always 
precedes the hearingofevidence, the less said on the subject the better. 
Apart from the macadamized streets, stone houses, and other 
marks of long-established prosperity which make the contrast between 
D'Urban and Port Elizabeth sufficiently striking, there is one remark- 
able point of distinction which more than streets or buildings attracts 
^^e traveller's attention, stamping a peculiar choracteron either town, 
e to the complete change which here tokcs place in the colon 
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popQlation ; the tall fuii Inthj^ Kafir, vith hU belt luid apron of cats' 
tnilR, being replaced lij the squat HotteDtot, in Eumpcan coetunia, 
with his broud-lirimincd hat, rind crown of ostrich feuthers. The 
women too, who, in B'l'rban and Mnritahurg. rarely ronlcD their appeiu<- 
ance, except to bring in country produce, fruits, reeds, or vrood 
market, here Bwarm like monkcjB iu a kloof, and keep np a clatnonp 
as inoesaont aad uDintclligible. Their graecfu! forms elad in bright 
cotton petticoats, with gaudj 'kerchiefs ubont their beads, add much 
to the liveliness and animation of tlie seece. Their faces apart, many 
of them might bo called beautiful; and some half-castes of taller 
stature, with the negro fetttures softened down, and the colour Tery 
little darker, than to bo Just sure proof, might contest the apple with 
many a fair Helen of the north on terms of eqoal rivalry. They 
remind one of the quadroons of the aouthem states, whom, 
tunately, they resemble but too closely, in other points besides personal 
appearance. 

We spent four very pleasant days at 'Wasley's, and it was with 
regret that I found myself unable to make a longer stayi the more 
so, as our party oti board was diminished by the loss of its most 
agreeable members, — an officer in the commissariat who had como round 
to join the forces on the frontier, and Barkley, who, under pretext of 
awaiting tidings of our mutual iriend, exchanged his narrow berth., 
the little schooner, for the chance of better quarters, and a shorted 
aea voyage. 

As wo glided out of the Bay on the evening of the 29th, our sails 
just filling to a light but a fair breeze, a single porpoise darted across 
our bows, and for some time continued to plaj round us, drawing 
bright streaks of light on the calm surface, that fiashed, and vanished, 
and then appeared instantoneonsly on the other side of the ship, as if 
coming from a different quarter. I am not superstitious j but these 
dom seen except in shoals ; and though there is nothing 
1 1 know of, between a porpoise and a magpie, yet I 
could not help fancying that the "one for sorrow," might prove as 
applicable to the fish, if fish it can be called, as to the bird. " Quite 

applicable," says the strong-minded man with a sneer ; and he 
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probably right ; and yet, within twelve hours, it blew a hurricane. 
Four daya after we were still abreast of Cape Recife, haying been 
unable, even with the Mozamhique current in our favour, to make the 
slightest progress to westward. I can convey no idea to a landsman 
of the fary of a nor'-wester in these latitudes i the sailor needs no 
description of mine. The schooner was in hght ballast trim, tight as 
a drum, buoyant, and in every respect as good a sea boat as ever 
floated i but, on the other hand, she was never what is commonly 
termed a clipper, and on the present occasion was bo high out of the 
water that, when sailing "by the wind" sho made mote lea than 
headway, and when hove-to, as she was sometimes for days together, 
she drifted broadside-on, like a, feather, before the blast. From the 
same cause, when under snug canvas, she rolled so fearfolly that we 
were in momentary espeetatioo of seeing her masts go aver the side 
— an apprehension which rose into real alarm, when in the height of 
the storm, mainstay and backstay successively parted, the latter with 
a report loud as that of a musket. Happily this occurred in the day 
time, when it was comparatively easy to secure the flapping (ackle, 
and make all fast c^aia with a new sphce: had it happened in the 
night, it would have been a much more serious affair. It is a common 
saying among sailors that, nnless you have rounded the Cape, you do 
not know what is meant by a sea; and certainly neither the heavy 
swell of the Bay of Biscay, nor the long roll of the Atlantic, nor the 
short chop, less appalling but more dangerous, of our own channel, gives 
more than a faint idea of the tumultuous strife of waters that accom- 
panies a gale of wind on Agullas Bank. Lashed into ungovernable 
fury, the waves appear no longer to succeed ono another at regular 
intorvalfl, hut to be tossed into a confused and struggling heap, whose 
contending parts only unite to pour their avalanche upon the vexed 
barque that labours and strains and plunges among them. 

It is true, that in all this, there was more of the appearance than 

the reality of danger ; and that the critical moments when danger did 

occur, passed generally unnoticed by the trembling passengers, whose I 

&ces rose and fell with the roar of the wind in the cordage, or the J 

^^^tollow sound of the rollers, as they broke against the firm knit timbers M 
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of ths old thip : but slill there was cnougti to account for a blanched 

»k, cvtn among the men ( ond ta for the itom woraen, the horrora 

ictiml ahipwreck cobM have lulded little to tiieir distress. Pent in. 

a eloeo Btifliug cabin, wUdli liiLrdtf allowed them standing 

their berths only separated hy a curtain from our common dinner 

^^^ t>''l''i wifi "« one ta wait upon them but a nua«rabl« tittle scurecroir 

^^^L urcluii, on whom, in tke illness of the steward, all his multifimoiii 

^^^H^ dutin liad devolved; exposed to the society of a captain, whose 

^^^^Bifbtnaive familiaiitj was only tqnallcdby his eoorseness, whose eveiy 

^^^HLjrord was sn execration, and who inspired as little confldence 

^^^m skill as respect for his authority; with a discontented and oil bot 

^^^1 nutinoas crew ; and with the hope of speedy Tclease becoming doily 

^^^H more and more distant aod uncertain, it wiui no marvel if e 

^^^B patient endurance for which their sex has been renowned, gave way 

^^^P before bo eovere a trial. On the whok', Ihey beliavcd nobly 

1^^^ when a worse evil appeared to threaten us, and our provisions, which 

hod been amply, nay sumptuously, calculated for a voyage of eight 

ten days, began, after the third week, to run abort, tliey not only put 

I^^^B OS to Bhuno by their quiet and cheerful submission to privatii 

^^^fe which must have come witb tenfold hardship upon them ; but, like 

^^^B true u»;fui Englishwomen, turned their house-keeping talents to 

^^^ account, and were of the greatest assistance to us, in eking out v 

remained of our stores, and concocting palatoblo messes, with 

smailest quantity, and most unpromising kind of material 

I The BtormB generally lasted from four lo five days, and were 
divided by intervaJs of dead calm of from twenty-four to forty-eight 
hours' duration. Their approach was always intimated by a sadden 
fall in the barometer, which, a sure monitor in every sea, is i 
latitudes an unerring and invariable one ; nor can its wamings be 
neglected with jrapmiity. 
I will not detain the reader with the contents of onr sea-log, which 
is full of taekings and recfings, of setting and taking in of soils, and 
many other mantxuvTCS which, though painfully interesting at the 
time, require the pen of a Marryat or a ClianiJcr to make them other- 
wise than tedious and unintelligible on paper : nor will I attempt 
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desciibe our course, which crossing and reerosBiiig itself in all possible 
directiona, resembled, 'when drawn upon the cbort, with its multi- 
plicity of angles, some intricate problem of EncUd, over which the 
arithemetic mathematician might pore wifli delighted perplexity — 
it waa a veritable pom aiinorvm to us. I -would rather, before bidding 
a final odieu to the Hannah, chronicle an instance of daring g&llautJ7 
which occurred on her last Toyage from the Cape to Natal, and which 
from tho modesty of the cliief actors in the scene, and the remoteness 
of the theatre on which it was performed, is scarcely likely to retch 
the puhUc ear through any other channel. 

There were on board three officers, whom the exploits of Gordon 
Gumming, and the sight of his gorgeous heap of trophies, had tired 
with an ardour for wild sports, which nothing short of an enipedition 
to South Africa could quench; and they were now on the very road 
to Natal whence their start was to be made for the far interior, I do 
not know that I should he pardoned for mentioning their names, but 
I shaO over comit the few days which I spent in their company, before 
leaving Maritzburg, among the piceaantest of my sojoiim io the 
colony. The incident which I am about to narrate was told me by 
our captain, who, in his more suitable capacity of mate, was present 
on the occasion, and who, to do him justice, showed more feeling in 
his manner of relating it, than I should have been disposed to credit 

A heedless little headstrong lad, the steward's drudge and general 
fag of the ship, stepping thoughtlessly out on tho bowsprit, and 
gossiping with the men, or doing anything ratlier than looking care- 
tally tortus steps, missed his footing and dropped into the sea. At 

the cry of "boy overboard," C ajld "W , two of the officers I 

have mentioned, who chanced to be standing on the deck, plunged 
without a moment's hesitation over tho side, and struck out boldly to 
the rescue. The water was smooth and calm, and the ship was 
ghding quietly along, under royala and studding sails. The poor boy 
had been carried right under the keel, and coming up astern, had 
seii^ed a fishing-line that was hanging irom the taffi-ail, and might be 
seen ulinging to it with desperate tenacity. 
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must bring it to light, and he maj well lie called iotui teres atque 
rotundia who stands the test I need scarcely aay tlmt we were 
beginning to get weary of each other's society, that some lost their 
spirits, and others their temper ; and yet, on the whole, I look back 
with pleafiOTE npon that little cabin. To be sure there were two old 
Dutch kdies [maiden ladies of course) who were ses-sick all the time, 
only somehow it never interfered with their appetites; and I have a 
grudge against them, because, when we were reduced to famine 
rations, and living on rice and gruel, they said nothing of two large 
Natal hams, which were lying in the hold, and which they had not 
the generosity to sacrifice for the public good. But then there was 

dear good Mrs. S , with her lively amusing little girl, the pattern 

of cheerful patience and good humour ; and there was the Irish 
widow, with whom we used to play at oribbagc, and laugh till the old 
timbers rung again, and with whom somehody wasvcry much smitten; 

and there was Mr. C , who tried to keep ns all in order ; and last 

of all there was the old tom cat, the genius of the ship, who would sit 
so gravely, lockiog to and fro, and steadying himself against the 
uneasy motion like an old tar, and who got so spitefully fat upon 
nothing that we could not have abstained much longer trom putting 
our reiterated threats into execution, of turning him into soup. 

But everything has an end, and just as poor pussy's life was 
trembling in the balance, the long-delayed breeze filled our sails, and 
sweeping gently up the coaat, in the shadow of the Lion's Rump wo 
rounded the low promontory of Green Point, and oa the evening of 
the 22nd anchored our storm-tossed barque in Table Bay, after a 
passage of thirty days of actual sailing, and just forty-eight days 
from tliat on which wo bod fii'st embarked. 

Of all the ships that sailed with ua, either from Natal or Algoa 
Bay, but one had arrived; and, as we afterwards learned, none had 
escaped loss of spars, or injury or accident of some kind ; so that we 
had every reason to be moat thankful. 




Fbou the dock of tho HuDDoh to a. anng room at Mrs. Tarhet'k 
—a well-drpsst-d dinner, and n Ijottle of very toierabie Madeira — eoold 
any contrast be more complete? We have been but a couple of liotm 
on shore, and jet the last month's privations and dangers, and tlia 
ivearisomc length of the voyage, appear to us like an unatibstantial 
dream, which we recall with difficulty tj) our bewildered imugint 
All wo feci IB, that we enjoy the comforts that surround as vfith 
unusual zest, and that we need have no scruplos in doing so. And 
right well does Mrs. Parker provide for the comfort of the weary 
voyager, who frequently prolongs his stay irom weeks to mo 
nnwilling to exchange such luxuries for tile precarious accommodatioit 
of ship or country qnartore. Her labia iThute, where continental 
freedom is blended with just enough of English reaorvo to keep off 
vulgarity, and enough English heartiness to banish formal restrio* 

IB, is, in my opinion, one of theplcosontestinthe world. Working 
soldiers from Indian or Afi'ican campaigns ; young cadets fresh frvB 
tlie great nursery, and eager to prove tlieir nieltlo ; wcather-bentea 
captains, and raw middies ; servants of the company with long pursea 
and sallow faces ; sportsmen tried and untried, from the true Gordon 
Gumming breed to the fashionable evmiye, who expects to hag liona 
like Norfolk partridges; ladies en rovie to India for husbands, o 
homeward for health i engineers, emigrants, Government officers j- 

■sc, and many other varieties of the genus " Traveller," contribute 

form a society ever changing, ever original, from which it is a 
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man's own fault, if ho do not extract totli agreeable eicitement and 
sound profit. 

I shall not attempt to describe Cape Town. Who is not familiaT 
with its peculiar, ita indescribable aceneiy P Shut out, as it appears 
to be, from the rest of the world, with the rude waves dashing in 
front, and the mighty Table mountain rising immediately behind, it 
is at once a picture of man's enterprise, and of his insignificance ! 
Taken by itaelf, it is simply a clean, neat, rcgularly-bnilt town, with 
a general air of comfort, and even luxory about it, and with three or 
fonr tolerable attempts at more ornamental stmctore. The Bay will 
challenge comparison with Algoa as a dangerous roadstead ; the only 
difference beings that here the north-west wind is the dreaded enemy 
instead of tlie south-east; the latter, however, though generally 
harmless at sea, is by no means so on land, as it -whirls aloft, not 
only the red soil, but the very pebbles, which descend occasionally 
like a storm of hail, to the great annoyance of all who venture 
abroad. It is this wind, too, which spreads the remarkable covering 
of cloud upon the mountain, known as the " table-cloth." — a pheno- 
menon I had not the luck to witness during my short stay. 

A right loyal people are the inhabitants of Cape Town, and 
nowhere have I seen her Majesty's birthday kept with more holiday 
observance. The festivities had been for some time previously 
announced to take place at the village of Wynberg, about nine milea 
from the town ; and every four-legged creature in the neighbourhood 

waa engaged three deep; so C and I, having resolved to be 

present at the fun, were content, not without sundry misgivings, to 
commit ourselves, with tbirfy-six equally recklesa companions, to a 
kind of van or omnibus, drawn by four horses, and very much 
resembling those of Hampton Coart celebrity at home. More than 
one of them had been upset on this eTentful morning, but we 
managed to preserve the centre of gravity, though the rocking 
reminded us strongly of the Hannah. 

The road, which is lined with trees and villas, and has quite an 
English appearance, was thronged vrith carts and carriages, eques- 
trians and pedestrians, and made a show that would not have dis- 
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graced « TUfrrhy Dty. The Halay ironieii, wiUi Oimr«tal UMifc b^ 
Bud jellow handkcrchicrs, were iho most uovel and strikiii^ fiuttuv 
in Ihe scGDe, which hnd olhcrwUc nothing foreign in ita composition. 
Indeed, nil wia honestly English ; Ihc macaJamized road, the jolting 
omnibntcs, the merry hearts, ihc bomelj nit that was flying abcml. 
the love of Bport that drew ns all together. And when we arrived 
B( the conriK, wo drew np at a little public-house, where ererything, 
frmn the clean sanded parlour, with ite high-backed chairs, and old- 
{asbiooed clock, to the jolly landlord himself, was thoroughly English 
— laore Sngiiuli indeed than England herself is becoming now-a- 

The ground was a hill-side, plentifiilly qtrinkled with underwood, 
fcm, &e. ; the course was about half a mile, moatly up hill. There 
y/aa no stand, the only building on the common being the tronk, or 
gaol, the very sight of which wua I suppose sufficient, for, though 
there could not have been less than three or four thoosand peopli 
collected, there was no need for a single policeman. It waj altogether 
a very gay and pretty aght; and the weather (tlie only un-Engliah 
part of the affair) was perfect. The bill of fare was ample, and if the 
Toeing was not quite Newmarket, or if the costumes displayed more 
quaintnesa and variety than correctness of style, the fiin at least conid 
not have been excelled. Bestdca tlio legitimate races, which included 
liorse, hack, pooy, mule, and donkey, there was climbing greased 
poles, jumping in sacks, and all the other cteeteras of a country fair ; 
and lastly, there was an attempt at a hurdle race, which was rieh in 
unseated jockeys and other cataetroplies. 

It may seem a trivial obBcrvation, but I believe it to bo a true on^ 
that few things tend more to keep alive in our colonies affection for 
the mother country than the love of sport, which all Englishmen have 
more or less in common, and which, as one of our chief natdonal 
eharaeteristics, should never lack encouragement. The Queen's 
health has seldom been more heartily drunk, or more sincerely wished 
than it was by her distant subjects on that 24th of May; and the 
a good deal to do with it. 

I would with pleasure have lingered a month at tlie Cape ; and 
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should espedaliT bave enjoyed an expedition into the coimtrj, and a 
visit to some of its liighly cnltivated farms. But 1 had no excuse for 
loitering. Om: party waa again complete by the arrival of Barklcy, 
who had, with his usual lock, got a friendly passage from Algoa Bay 
in a Government steamer ; and our berths were secured on board the 
BoH]ihonis, the pioneer of regular stoam communication between 
England and the Cape. 

It was just ten days after our disomharkation from the Hannah 
that we once mare turned our backs upon shore, and steamed out of 
Table Bay on our homeward voyage. We had no quiet httle party 
here, but as motley a set of passengers bjs could well be brought 
together. A Koraaii Catliolic bishop, and a dissenting miasiouary; 
an officer on sick-leave from India, and a snob returning from tho 
same place with a fortune picked up in trade; a Jew trader fi'om the 
Sovereignty, and a French baker, and a Swedish captain ; an Algoa 
Bay shopkeeper, and a veteran colonel; — such were some of the 
repugnant elements that were, for more than a month, to be thrown 
into contact with each otler. Even now I have forgottJ?n our Portn- 
gucaej the pleasantcst and most gentlemanly fellow of the loL Don 
Francisco had but one failing; and so good a fellow waa he, that 
I would refrain from mentioning it, lest I should prejudice you, 
gentle Reader ! against him, — but there is a little tale attached to 
him. The feet is, the Don was a slave-dealer. At all events, hia 
brig had been captured and brought into Cape Town by H.M.S. 
Orestes some time before ; and the Commissioner had to decide 
whetlier she was a, lawful prize. On this point the two judges wore 
at issue : our Commissiuner contending that she had been rightfully 
seized, while the Portuguese Commissioner was of opinion that she 
had been employed in a legal pursuit. Now, in the international 
treaty for the suppression of the slave-trade, it was decided, that as 
the difficulty of catching slavers in ^flagrante delicto was Tery great, 
and considering the impossibility of proving a case against a slaver 
if evidence of the fact were required, it should be suiEcient flat so 
much evidence should be adduced as should convince the judges that 
there was an intention of slave-dealing, in order to wun'ant the con- 
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fiscation of the vessel. Tho point, in the present case, was ratiier t 
delicate one ; the onlj tangible ground for suspicion being a deyiatioa 
fVom the course which, if a fair trader, the Eola ought to have held, 
and the discovery of a number of mats, which, spread over the cargo 
in the hold, constitute what is called a slave-deck. This latter 
evidence appeared sufficient to the arbitrator, and accordingly the 
£ola was condemned, and the Don, who was supposed to be super- 
cargo, or l)oat-owncr, was held to bail to appear on triaL 

Among the party who came on board to wish some friends good- 
bye, and SCO the steamer off, was one of the judges who had decided 
this case, and, as ill-luck would have it, on his descending to take a 
glass of wine in the cabin, he was met by the Don, who, thinking 
tliat they were now upon neutral ground, came and shook hands with 
him in the most courteous manner possible. The judge's consternation 
was extreme. Here was the man escaping from bail. He felt it his 
duty to arrest him ; but was neither very willing to take advantage 
of the accidental meeting, nor very sure that he was able to do so, — 
and so it turned out. For though the ship was stopped at his request, 
yet tho captain refused to lend the slightest assistance in making the 
arrest, pledging himself only to stand neutral ; and the boatmen from 
shore taking the same line, the amiable and worthy magistrate was 
obliged to retire, having done his best to perform an unpleasant duty, 
but not sorry, I really believe, that he had not succeeded in accom- 
plishing it. 

As for the passengers, they made common cause vrith the Don ; 
got him a passport for Lisbon at Sierra Leone ; and by this time, I 
have little doubt, our gentlemanly passenger has laid in a fresh cargo 
of black cattle, as he called them, and will keep a very sharp look-out 
for her Majesty's cruisers. 

At midnight, on the 8th of June, we passed within half a mile of 
St. Helena. "VVe were all on deck ; and I, for one, remained gazing 
at the dark mass of rock for several hours. But I confess, that the 
feeling of interest attached to the first sight of a much-talked of place, 
and the awe with which a bold rocky shore always impresses me, 
were not a bit heightened by any sentiment about Napoleon, on 
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whose acconni I never could contrive to raise one spark of cntin- 

Far more delighted was I, when, waking at an early hoar on 
the 17th, after a night ou the skirts of a tornado, and peeping' 
through my port-hole, I saw the rich glorious coast of Sierra Leone. 
After all I hud heard against this place, the riew that met tny eye 
perfectly astounded me. 

Instead of the barren, brown, adust appearance which the eouth 
coast of Africa presents, a fresh verdure was all around : green trees 
■waved their boughs over the very edge of the water, and there was a 
EoftnesB and brightness about the scene very unusual in an African 
landscape. 

Boats, foil of jabbering niggers and negreases, were shooting 
rapidly abonti and we were quickly hoarded by a multitude of 
women, clamorous for the washing, in which, by the way, fhey are 
unrivalled. As we had sixty tons of coal to take in, we detennlned 
to make the most of onr time, and were soon ashore. 

Freetown has a more foreign appearance than any of the South 
African cities. Many of the houses are well built, and the streets are 
laid out with great regularity. The smaller shops are quaint little 
sliods, the upper part projecting over the lower; and they are all 
kept by women of coloui'. As there are few, or rather no carriages, 
there is no dnst or dirt in the streets, which are merely wide foot- 
paths, bordered by the very greenest tnrf— real turf^such as South 
Africa knows not. 

Of the negro population I need say nothing. Tlicae people are 
much the same everywhere ; only there is more cant about them 
at Sierra Leone than in America. I must not, howevei', fail to 
acknowledge a share in a sumptuous luncheon, with unlimited cham- 
pagne, with which Mr. Pratt, a black merchant, who was our fellow- 
passenger to Eugland, entertained us, and which was really princely.. 

The true natives (the Medingos), ai-e a very different race. From 

the little 1 saw of them, I should be inclined to think them superior 

intelligence, if not in physical power, to the Kafir. J am tuld they 

B very wai'like; that they have cavohy armed with lances, and 
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It > mA«> c^ iAZ -MTt ;if woixL siT 

4M tJwt >j-v«r tt(^ if vijeii tiir*» or San; 

f«a««i Tht son cf waad ir« fcnck vith. 

Aa/xi;r tb« c^f detieaacs of ziLA bixnaaft eoantrr are ojstas, 

mid to b« tfic cn^st in tint worJi* aad poe-^ppMes. wliich wexe aoldit 
tikrc« ha.5petiC«. Of c«roc:ii£SN. tbe buick akaakej skin is in greatest 
tUtteuL, azui the mtLZi^tn of Tuiooi psneras. and pretdH- ^iroriced. 

Avaj CpTm t2ii« pandise 1 eooLd hear noddzig of ierer or ill 
health, except as the rescl: of tH-wparioc] with oar rigging hnn^ 
with pines and hanania. and their perfoaie ^*^*^«"g the air. 

Our next halt might hare been at the Antq»de& St. Vincent, 
where we stopped again to coaL is a rockr island <xf the Cape 
Verde [^roop, of rokanie origin, with scarce a blade of graai npon it 
barelj enough to snlnst a few goats, and a scanty crop or two of 
Indian com. The town is a wretched adkctirai of horels, the inha- 
bitaati^ Africano-Portngnese, no less dirtr and nuserable looldng ; 
popolatkci aboot one thoosand. The only remarkable thing on shore» 
besides its extreme barrenneas, is a borial groond, made by the officers 
and crew of an American ship, ten of whom died of the African fever, 
and were buried here. Strangers are requested to contribate to its 
prescn'ation ; and they seem to have complied ; for its white wooden 
monomcnta and white railings are in good order. The harbour is 
full of fitOn ; wc caught a great variety over the side, and all were good. 

Kait winds rendered the last part of our voyage tedious ; but, on 
the whole, it was a rery prosperous one ; and convinced me of the 
Mupf.'riority, as far as comfort and management are conoemed, of the 
screw over the paddle. We shall know more about the speed after 
Mr. Mare's large ships have made a trial or two. On the 7th of July 
wo reached Plymouth, just as all our coals were exhausted, and the 
boiler so encrusted with salt, that we could not get more than six or 
seven pounds of steam. 
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I have but one thing to add, dear Reader, to this book, before I 
submit it to your approval. Long before it meets your eye, if, indeed, 
it should ever do so, its author hopes to be again among the scenes he 
has endeavoured to describe, where he has fixed his residence for 
some years, perhaps for life. He has not attempted, as you can bear 
him witness, to puff his adopted home ; but he can assure you, if you 
are inclined to try the experiment, and ship yourself and your family 
to Natal, that you have heard the very worst of it, and that you may 
treat all depreciating accounts that go beyond this with contempt. 
The best is yet to come ; and if it should be the author's fortune to 
address you again, he has little doubt of being able to do so in a bolder 
and more confident strain of encouragement. 

And so Farewell ! 
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